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Safe RE AobEi Ho Si 



i T is eafy to forefee, that theiTid^^ 

J under which thisPapet appears, will 

M ^without any Ceremony) make iE 

i be thrown afide with Indignation by 

feveralwell-mbaningPerfohs; whehat thefam^ 

time it fluU be received with Alacrity by fbmei 

Satiguihe Philofophers. Anothet forhiidabltf 

Af pfehenfioh isi that the Fair Sck (whofe At>^ 

A i frbba* 
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prob«ation moft flatters the Heart of a Writer) 
will be ready to fwoon at the Sight of it ; 
and that there will not be one Virgin, who 
fliall dare to truft her felf with it, alone. 

The Free-ThinkeY has, of late Years, been fb 
much the Subjeft of Satyr and Ridicule, and 
his Charader expofed with fo much Wit and 
Humour by fome ingenious Writers, and fo 
blackened with Reflexions drawn from Reli- 
gion and Politicks by other more ferious Au- 
thours, that fcarce any one dares at prefent 
think his Soul is his Own j or, in other Words, 
entruft himfelf with his own Thoughtis ,• much 
lefs take the Liberty to fpeak them ; And he 
mufl: be a bold Man indeed, who fliall ven- 
ture fo far as to publifli them in Print* 

As I was preparing this Sheet for the Prefs, 
I Was interrupted by an unexpefted Vifit from 
a Friend. Without letting him into the Con- 
tents of it, I asked him, how he approved of 
the Title : He replied, with a Smile, " In my 
" Opinion, you had better, for Brevity, call it 
^« TheAtheift'^ But notwithftanding thefe Dif- 
couragements, I grow bold from my Integri^ 
ty 3 and hope upon a nearer View to appear to 
no Difadvantage under a Denomination, which 
has (with fome Reafon) given much Offence* 
1 doubt not but I fliall difappoint my Readers 

of 
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of every Complexion, in a few Days ^ and yet 
offend hone, excepting fuch as it would be a 
Diflionour to pleafe j Neither do I queftion but 
the Majority will difmifs this very Paper with 
Sentiments, quite different from what they 
entertained upon taking it up* 

There has hardly ever been a Term of Ho- 
nour, which has not in time, by the Mifap- 
plication of it, become a Term of Reproach. 
Thus Tree-Thinking (which in itfelf is un- 
doubtedly the Glory and Perfedion of Hunxan 
Nature ) is at lafl worn into Difgrace, through 
the Ralhnefs of fome, the Fears of others, the 
Vices of many, and the (pecious Pretences of 
crafty and defigning Men. I hope therefore, 
I Hull not be thought to blame, if for the 
Benefit of Mankind, I endeavour to refcue 
this Word from Infamy, and make it a Name 
of Praife and Reputation, by taking it out of 
. the Hands of Libertines, by clearing it from 
the Alperdons of Bigots, and by reconciling it 
to the Vertuous and the Wife, who only have 
a jufl Claim to it, in its genuine Senfe. 

To Think Freely is not to Think at Ran- 
dom : It is not to think like a Fool or a Mad- 
man; but like a Philofopher: It is not to 
think without the Checks of Reafon and 
Judgment 5 but without the Incumbrances of 

A 3 Preju- 
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Prejudice and Paflfion. Freedom of Thought 
is like Freedom in Anions : To enjoy the one 
or the other in Perfedion, it muft be fubjefted 
to proper J^aws and Regulations : And the 
Outlaw has, of all Men^ the lead Pretenfions 
to Liberty^ 

The Beft Things degenerate by Abufc inta 
the Worft : In that Cafe, the moft approved 
Remedy is not to prohibit or deftroy them ia 
their State of Corruption j but to endeavour, 
by all prudent Meafures, to recover them to 
their proper Ufe. It muft be granted. Society 
has fuffered, in feveral Inftances, by gratifying 
every Man in the fiiU Liberty of divulging 
his Thoughts; but then. It hjis profited a' 
Thoufand Times more, by Vertue of that very 
Indulgence. Jt is a common Obfervation, 
that every Conveniency in Life is alloy'd with 
fome Inconveniency* The reafonable Method 
therefore of proceeding in every Difficulty of 
this Kind, is to have Recourfe to the 'Merchant's 
Logick J to ftate the Account of Profit and 
Lofs, and fo to determine our Judgment, ac- 
cording as the Ballance lies ,• remembring ftill, 
that it is uot poJfible to trade to much A^vapr 
tage, without fome Loffes* 

Free-Thinking is the Foundation of all Hu- 
man Liberty : Remove the One, and the 

Other 
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Other cannot (land. It is the Source of Know- 
ledge and Wifdom ; the Parent of Arts and 
Sciences ; It promotes Induftry, and procures 
Wealth ; It imbelliflies Vertue and good Man- 
ners ^ It iupports Order and Government ; and 
is the only Bulwark of true Religion. In 
iProportion as this Divine Faculty (duly con- 
duced) languilhes, every Ornament and Com- 
fort of Life declines : And in thofe Countries, 
where the free Exercife of Reafbn is wholly 
difcouraged and treated as a Crime, Experi- 
ence fliews us, that the People groan under 
the complicated Calamities of Slavery, Igno- 
rance, Superftition, Idlenefs and Poverty j and 
' are hardly to be diftinguiflied from Brutes, but 
by a fuperiour Degree of Mifery* 

Thefe Confiderations ought to inlpire every 
honeft Englijh Man with a Love for his Coun- 
trey j and teach him to fet a juft Value upon 
that Excellent Conftitution of Government, 
under which the Whole Man is Free. The 
Ifland of GreauBritain may, not improperly,' 
be called The Land of Phihfaphers ; it being 
the only Spot of Ground, (if we except the 
Countries belonging to it) where a Man is not 
obliged to diveft himfelf in any Degree of his 
Rcafon, before he cai^ b^ a good Subjefl:. 

A 4 Friday, 
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N°2. Friday, Mar. iS. 1718. 



£yo m cumque rapit tempejlas^ defiror hofpes. 

HOR. 



SHE Writer, who fliall undertake 

I to fiimifh out an Entertainment of 

I this kind for the Town, ought to 

i look round him firft, and fee that 

he is not ftreightened on any Side : He fhould 

take the Advantage of ibme Eminence, from 

which he may command an open View, and 

have (as it were) a free, exteofive Horizon 

of Thought. 

When I communicated my DeCgn to fome 
of ray Acquaintance, an Officer (who has de- 
fervcdly merited the Surname of The Old Sol- 
dier) addre£[ed the following Speech to me, 
by way of Advice : " Every Authour {[aid be) 
** muft look upon himfelf to be in an Ene- 
** my's Countrey, and take his Pre^utions ap^ 
" cordingly. Therefore let me recommend 
*' to you, upon this Occalion, the Condudl of 
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*^ our great General, the Vuke of Marlborough : 
** When he was to encamp with the whole 
*^ Army for any Time, he confidered the 
^^ Country well, and ordered the Ground to 
^^ be marked out, where we might have a 
*^ full Command of Forrage, and all other 
^^ Provifions in Plenty. 

My Friend will fee, his Eloquence is not 
loft upon me. I own, that the great Scope 
and Latitude for Writing, which the Title of 
this Paper lays open, has not been the leaft 
Inducement to prefer it to any other. With- 
out ftraining the Senfe of the Word, it natu- 
rally takes in every Confideration, of what 
Kind foever, that can fall within the Compafs 
of a reafonable Man's Thoughts. Whatfoever 
Powers therefore my Predeceffours claimed to 
Themfelves in their feveral Capacities, while 
they ^ealt out their Ledures to the Nation, 
Thofe intirely (together with fome other ad- 
ditional Privileges) do, by an equal Right, 
belong to The Frec-Tbinkcr. 

It wduld be needlefs to obferve, that it is 
His Province more peculiarly to prefide over 
Arts and Sciences, and to diftinguifh the True 
Merit from the Falfe, in the World of Lear- 
jjfng. To pafs by this Branch of his Autho- 
rity then, a'n4 tQ come to the more intricate 

Part 
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Part of his FuiiiSlion ; it may not be improper 
to give timely Notice to the Publick, that al| 
the Ways of Men, and of Women too, fall 
under his Cognizance. His Jurifdidion reaches 
even to the Councils of Princes, and the moft 
important Negotiations and fecret Cabals qf 
the Great Minifters of State, from Cardinal 
'M^eronL down to the Prime Minifter at C7r- 
hino. Neither does he imagine it beneath Iiim 
to infped the Diverfiqns and Amufements of 
Life, or to pen the Hiftory of an Amoui% He 
has a Seat allqtted him in each Theatre ; and 
will think himfelf obliged, by Vertue of his 
Office, to be prefent at the Mafquerades in 
the Hay-Market; and to m^thqdize that con- 
fofed Variety of Apparitions, which Heidegger 
(like fome Arch-Magician) pnjures up at 
Midnight. He will find Adniittance into all 
the crowded Balls and Aflemblies, whether at 
the Marquis de 'Mpnteleone\ Monfieur Pette^ 
cum's^ or th^ IVelflo Ambaffadofirs. There is 
not a Cogee-Hpufe, a Chocolate-Houfe, nor 
a Gaming-Houfe of Note, (from the Groom- 
T otters to Jvnathan's in Change- Alley) which 
he will not vifit. He will have an Eye upon 
the Fifty New Churches, as well as upon fome 
that have been confecrated before the Refor- 
mation. Upon all which Occafions, it is not 

unlike- 
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unlikely, that moft Things will appear to him 
under a diflferent Shape and Colour, to what 
they fliew to the Generality of Mankind. 

What has been faid may feem a little fur- 
prizing, if not improbable, to fiich as do not 
confider, that the Free-Thinker is by Nature 
very Curious and Inquiiitive j in fo much as to 
be thought Impertinent by fojne. He takes 
Nothing upon Truft : He will fee every Thing 
with his own Eyes ,• hear every Thing with 
his own Ears J and apprehend every Thing 
by his own Underftanding. This odd Caft of 
Mind often engages him in Diiputes, and 
makes him cenfured fometimes by his beft 
Friends, as obftiqate and perverfe in his Opi-r 
nions, only beca^fe he is fomewhat flow of 
Apprehenfionj and can neither Reje<^ off? 
hand, nor Believe at fight. This Misfortune 
Hiowever is amply recompenfed to him by a 
great many Advantages, that are to be en- 
vyed, and which very rarely meet t^g^ther in 
the fame Perfon. 

lie is lifted into no Party, nor tied down to 
^y Profeflion: He is confined to no Place, 
and (like a Denizen of the World) thinks him- 
felf at home Everywhere ; neither is he a Slave 
fo Modes and Cuftonis^ ' He is neither Rich, 

nox 



IX T/f?f Free-Thinker. N^^ 

nor Poor ; neither Old nor Young : His Gonfti- 
tution is neither Robuft and Sangnin, nor yet 
Feeble and Delicate. His Stature is fuch, that 
he can look up to the Baron Bentenreider^ and 
down upon Mr. Flawjiedy without Aftonifh- 
ment. He has not Beauty in his Perfon to 
make him vain ; nor any Defed to render hrni 
enyious. His Heart is equally free from Fear 
gnd Prefumption : And the Temper of his 
Mind is neither Jovial nor Saturnine; brigh- 
tening often into Smiles, but feldom flafhing 
into Laughter. 

I muft not forget to mention the moft com- 
mendable Singularity in his Chara(9:er ,• which 
is, that in all his Debates and Controverfies, he 
wjLS never heard to Calumniate his Adverfary 
for want of Argument ; nor ever known to 
recommend any Methods of Convidion, but 
the piild Force of Reafon, and the plain Evi- 
dences of Revelation. In a Word, he is nei- 
ther afraid to avow a Truth^ nor afiiamed tp 

retraxit an Errour. 

It will not be long before he makes a fuller 
Difcovery of bimfelf : In the mean time, this 
is the moft fatisfa^ory Account, I am able to 
give of this Fairy'Philofopker ; who paffes 
through the World unobferved, to affift the 

Inno- 
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Innocent and the Vertuotis, afld plays a Thou- 
land Pranks to teize and vex the Profligate and 
the Wicked. 




N''^. Monday y Mar. ^i. 1718- 

Nympha^ precoTy Fenei^ mane > non injequor hojlis. 
NympbUy mane. Ovid. 




A V I N G made my Publick En- 
try, and opened my Credentials to 
the Town, in the two foregq^g 
Papers ; I prefiime I have by this 
Time fet the Minds of all my honeft Coun- 
treymen at Eafe, as to the future Defigns of 
the Free-Thinker. My next Concern (and 
what I have much at Heart) is, that I may- 
not appear a ftrange, heathenifli Creature to 
the Ladies : For which reafbn I fliall now ad- 
drefs my felf wholly to Them, in order to 
diil^ate their Fears, and familiarize them to 
a Charafter, which has laboured under the 
mod frightful Mifreprefentations. Therefore, 

that 
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that there may not the leaft Terrour remain 
upon my Fair Readers from this Day forward, 
I beg leave to afTure them ih the firft Place3 
that I have no Intention at all to fright them 
but of their innocent Senfes; but, on the 
contrary, to fembellifli their Underftahdings^ 
and give their Minds as beautiful a Turn, as 
Nature has beftowed upon their Perfons. 

For the farther Encouragement of my Fe- 
male Difciples, I propofe in the Progrefs of 
my Ledures, to enlarge their Faculties, and 
open their Thoughts by degrees, fo as in thft 
End to fet them upon the Level with my own 
Sex, in our bdafted Superiority of Reafbn. To 
this I may add, that the more ierious and re- 
fined Principles of Philofophy, and every Kind 
of ^Knowledge, will be much better com- 
prehended over a Pot of Tea, than over a 
Bottle of Witie : Wherefore I muft admotiifli 
all Gentlemen, and othersj who prbfefs to 
reap any Benefit from my Labours, that they 
will be plealed to perufe them in the Morn- 
ing,- that I may be tead in the City and 
Countrey (at lateft) before 1 welve a-Clock i 
and before Three in the Afternoon, by Mem- 
bers of Parliament^ Captains, and Cour^ 
tiersi 

u 
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I T is hard to determine, whether the ^ritijh 
Men, or the Women, have received greater Ad- 
vantages from Free-Thinking. I Ihall confine 
my felf at prefent to the latter Part of the 
Queftion, that the Ladies may fee what Encou- 
ragement They ought to give to Philofophers. 
It would be endlefs to particularize the di- 
ning Ornaments, the elegant Amufements, 
and the innocent Freedoms, which the Fair 
Sex came into Poireflion of^ in this liland, as 
ta& as Liberty and Reafbn took place of Sla-^ 
Very and Superftition. I ihall therefore infift 
6nly upon fome general Inilances ^ and leave it 
to their Imagination to purfue the Train of 
Thought, and improve updn my Hints. 

When I fee Auretia equipt for a Ball or a 
Birth-Night, I confider with my felf hdv/ 
many curious Experiments and Enquiries^ 
what Knowledge in Mechanifm, what nice 
and bold Conclufions, the Wit of Man muft 
have run through, to compleat her Drefs ! The 
Invention of the Wheels the Spindle, and the 
Loom^ is owing to the Sagacity of Humaa 
Reafon ; without which Flax had fprung out 
of the Earth in vain, and the Labour of the 
Silk- Worm had been as unprofitable to the 
Sex, as the Web of the Spider. It is the In- 
genuity of the Artift> that has brought Sil- 
ver 
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ver attd Gold under the Power of the Weaver, 
xeducing them to follow the Motion of the 
Shuttle, and to fhine in Tapeftry and Brocades. 
;The fame luiweaiied Application of Thought 
gradually difcov^red the hidden Beauties of 
Pebbles 5 gave Luftre to the Diamond, taught 
the Ruby to blulh, the Topaz to blaze, and 
made the Emerald out-vie the Verdure of the 
Field. So that the whole Apparel of Aurelia 
is the EtkCt of the greateft Freedom of 
Thought, and fets Philofophy in the moft 
.beautiful Light to a Crowd of Admirers. 
' But this Elegancy of Drefs had never been 
cultivated, if we had not been civilized at the 
fame Time by the Precepts of thofe Philofo- 
phers, who fet themfelves up to combate the 
Prejudices of the Vulgar : Thefe Bcnefaftors 
to Mankind, by the Laws of Politenefs and 
Good-Breeding, tempered the natural Fierce- 
nefs of Men, and difpelled the Fears of Wo- 
men. By their Superiour Wifdom, Both Se^es 
were brought to mix indifferently in Converfa- 
tion, in publick AfTemblies, and in all the 
Diverfions of Life, to the mutual Satisfadion 
and Improvement of each other. This is 
what has adorned the Social Vertues with Af- 
fability and Gracefulnefs of Behaviour, and 
has refined the PalTion of Love, and raifed it 

to 
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to fo fublime a Pitchy as to be ranked amongft 
the moft Heroick AccompUihments of the 
Mind. Before I leave this Topick, I niuft ob- 
ferve, that the Prudes, and fome few fuperaa- 
muted Virgips, are the only Female Enemies 
to Free-Thinking i and, as a juft Puniihment 
to their narrow, perverfe Notions, it is theijr 
Misfortune to live in the profoundeft Ignorance 
of Themfelves and Others. 

The Lord Verulam^ and other great Au- 
thours, have applyed themfelves to illuftrate 
the Wifdom of the Ancients, and to let us 
inCo the Allegory of their Fables. The moft 
skilful in this Sort of Learning, are often 
forced to have recourfe to reaibnable Conjec- 
tures : I hope therefore, I may be allowed the 
fame Liberty in a particular Inftance, which 
does honour to the Ladies. The Nine Mufe$ 
were fuppofed, by the wife Men of Greecf^ 
to be fo many beautiful young Virgins : which 
Fiftion feems to be very properly contrived to 
infinuate, that Beauty and Fine Senfe (the 
two moft defirable Perfeftions) ought to be 
infeparable ,- fince that happy Mixture of 
Blood and Spirits, and that Symmetry oi 
Parts, which conftitutes the One, bids faireft 
for the Other, 

B .' ' The 
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The Compafs of my Paper does not allow 
me room to recdlint here the celebrated Wo- 
inen of Antiquity, and of the Later Ages, 
wiro have been famous for their Lexming and 
Ingenuity. Therefore I fliall at jwelent think 
it fuflficient to animate my Countrey-Women 
to the Love of Letters by the Example of 
Queen Ehztdfethj whofe Memory is fo dear to 
all Free Spirits. It is well known, She was not 
only an excellent Scholar, but likewife an 
eminent Free-Thinker ; and fcorned to give 
up her Reafon, even in Matters of Religton, at 
a Time when Superftition triumphed over the 
Gofpe], and the Multitude thought their Sal- 
vation in Danger, if tliey gave any Credit to 
their Senfes. By this Means ihe eftaMiflted 
the Reformation, and has refcued the Prefent 
Toafir from a Nunnery. Her Predeceflbur, 
Queen Mary, on the other Hand, who wanted 
neither Piety nor an Inclination to Vertue, yet 
by not daring to think freely, and make a pro- 
per Ufe of her Reafon, pra^iced all the Cruel- 
ties npm her Subje&s, which the moil vicious 
Temper could be gmlty of committing. 
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Omnia quidem fcire, cujufcunque modi Jintj cu- 
perCy cttrioforum : duci vero majoyitm rerum con- 
templatione ad ci^iditatetit fctentia^ [ummorwn 
virorum eft putandum, CicER.de Finib. 




I H E Topick I have chofen for This 
I Day, I find, upon Tryal, is not 
I only fruitful, but uncommon ; not- 
; withftanding I had once rejected it 
as the moft trite and barren SubjeA, I could 
employ my Thoughts upon. It will, upon 
Examiaation, appear fo be the moft obvious 
Affeaion of the Mind, and yet the leaft illu- 
ftrated of any by the Moral Philofophers, un- 
B 2 dcr 
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der whofe Confideration it naturally fills. 
The Reafbn of this Overfight may be, That 
the Quality, I am fpeaking oF, is fo artfully 
blended and wrought into the very Subftanc^ 
oft the Soul, that it generally efcapes our At- 
tention, though it leavens the whole Mind, 
and operates more than all the other PalTions 
together ; and may therefore be compared to 
Tome powerful Drug, fb skilfully mixed into 
a Medicine, that it is not difHnguiflied by the 
Palate, though it performs Wonders on the 
Patient. 

The more I confider my Subje<a, the more 
it furprizes me ; and I am pleafed to find it 
abounding in manifefl Contradidions, which 
neverthelefs are reconcilable to Reafon and 
Experience. It is a Faculty of the Mind often 
very bufy within us, when we are not fenfi- 
ble of it ; and flrongly influences our Thoughts 
and Anions, when we fufped it the leafl. To 
it we owe the moft pleafing Amufements, and 
the mofl anxious Difappointments in Life. It 
puts us upon the moft extravagant Follies, and 
the moft ufeful Enquiries. It is equally pre- 
valent in both Sexes ; and governs all ^ Ranks 
and Conditions of Men, from the Courtier to 
the Clown ,• from the King to • the Beggar ; 
from the Philofophcr to the Fox-Hunter. The 

Coquettte 
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Coquette and the Pnide^ the Virgin and the 
Wife^ comply alike with its Suggeftions. Me- 
thinks I fee it grow upon my Readers, as they 
pafs from one Period to another, and make 
them impatient till I expound the Riddle, and 
tell them at once^ that I am difcourfing of 
Curiofity. 

I F we confider the Nature of Curiofity in 
General, it may very well be looked upon as 
the Mafter-Spring in the Soul, which fets all 
the other Faculties in Motion i fince the 
Mind would, without It, remain as unaftive^as 
the Body is, when the vital Spirits are clog- 
ged. This Palfion is peculiar to Rational 
Creatures j and not only difcovers Itfelf the 
earlieft, but remains with them the longeft, of 
any. The Nurfes obferve manifeft Tokens of 
It in Infants from their Birth ; and it is natur 
ral to fuppofe, their whole Curiofity muft be 
awakened upon their firft launching into a 
new Life, and a new World. It grows in 
every one daily, as his Knowledge increafes • 
and abates little, if any, of its Vigour in Old 
Age. It may be traced farther yet, and found 
bufy within us even in our lateft Moments : 
Of this we haver a remarkable Inftance in 5b- 
bn ; who perceiving his Friends whifper apart, 
jts he lay expiring, gathered Strength from bis 

B 3 Curi- 
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Curiofity to raiie himfelf, and enquire what 
they were talking of. This brings to my Mind 
that fine Obfervation in The Preacher y that The 
Eye is not fatisfied with feeing, nor the Ear fitted 
voith hearings 

There are two Kinds of Curiofity: the 
One Profitable j the Other Unprofitable. The 
Firft is becoming a Wife Man ; the Later de- 
generates into Folly. 

The Profitable Curiofity is in Effed an un- 
wearied Defire of Knowledge ; a Thirft after 
Wifdom and Experience ; and a laudable Am- 
bition to diftinguifli our Selves from the Vul- 
gar, by endeavouring to excell in every Art 
and Science, which may be either of Ufe or 
Ornament in Life. This Principle firft fet the 
Mind of Man upon dark and difficult Enqui- 
ries ; it ftill makes us relUefs to fearch into 
the hidden Nature of Things, and raiies our 
Contemplations up to the Heavens, enabling 
us through long and painful Study to reafon 
upon the various Motions, and difiierent Qua-' 
lities, of thofe ihining Orbs, above us. This 
incited Sir Ifaac Newton, to employ the whole 
Force of his Genius to penetrate farther into 
the Myftery of Natural Caufes, than moft of 
his Predecefiburs ; and has made him capable 
to unfold fome Perplexities in Philorophy> 

which 
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which were thought too intricate for the Wit 
of Man. And who knows what amazing Dis- 
coveries feme Sicond Newton may make here- 
after, excited by the Example, and enlighten- 
ed by the Knowledge, of the Firft^ And who 
can tell, but The Free-Tbinker (with the Afli- 
fiance of his learned and ingenious Friends) 
may be able to difengage bis Countreymen 
from a Number of Prejudices, and to turn the 
Hearts of many to the Love of Trjith ? 

Gcero obferves. That the Defire of Know- 
ledge prevails over every other Paffion j and 
that the wifeft Men cannot refift the Impulfes 
of Curiofity. From hence he take;s Occafion 
to comment upon the Fable of the Syrens in 
Homer. When They (fays he) were to flop 
Ufyjfes in his Voyage (who wa^ impatient to 
revifit his Native Land) the Poet was aware, 
that he ihould oflfend againft Probability, if he 
fet the Syrens upon alluring a Perfon of his 
Wifdom only by the Sweetnefs of their 
Voices, and the Variety of their Notes : 
Therefore, to fix him, and fecure his At- 
tention, he makes them promife to inform 
his Underftanding, and to give him an Ac- 
count of Things worthy of his Notice ,• well 
Jaowing, that his Impatience after Know- 

B 4 ledge 
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ledge would naturally fuipend his Longings 
after his Countrey. 

Before I pafs to the Second Part of my Sub- 
je^) it may not be improper to hint to fome 
over-eager Enquirers, that even this conunen- 
dable Curiofity may grow too predominant in 
us, and that it ihould be moderated fo, as to 
prevent it from tranfporting us to Extravagan* 
cy. We are told that EudoxuSy a famous Geo- 
metrician, was fo violently Curious, that he 
prayed to the Gods, he might once view the 
Sun near at Hand, to comprehend the Magni- 
tude, the Form, and the Beauty of it^ though 
it were upon the hard Condition of being im- 
mediately burnt and cpnfumed by its Fire. 

I c o M E now to That Species of Curiofi- 
ty,' which is unprofitable. This either fets 
us to hunt after trivial Matters ; or engages us 
warmly in Concerns, that do no way relate to 
us ; or puflies us on to pry into Secrets, and • 
fearch into Events, which known would hiake 
us miferable. This kiniJ of Curiofity is a Spe- 
cifick againft Wifdom^ and' keeps all ufeful 
ifCnowledge out of the Brain it has taken Pot 
leflion of J neither will ii fuffer a Man to be a 
good Friend, an agreable Companion, of a 
quiet Neighbour. Neverthctefs, it runs away 
with the Multitude of every Age and Sex ; 

• ' and 
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and occaiions more Uneafinefs, and Confufion, 
in private Life, than all the other Paffions, by 
their feveral Irregularities. It is this Imper- 
tinence of Mind, which has given Vogue to 
JFortune-Teliers, to Aftrologers, and the A- 
depts in Chymi^ry. Indigent Cunning Men 
know very well, that tli|f y may tax the People 
as they plea^, (q long as they can contrive to 
feed their Curiofity • and the Fire-Eater can 
never fulFer Want, till his Diet becomes uni- 
verlaL 

I fliall conclude this Paper with fome Ac- 
count of what has lately raifed no fmall Cu- 
riofity amongft the Peribns of Famion, now in 
*rown. I mean the White Widow^^ who is the 
Subject of every one's Enquiry. I happened 
\o fall in, upon a Vifiting-Pay, (not far from 
St. garnet's) with a Company of Ladies, where 
tnere Were tut two Men belides my felf. 
The Difcourfe, after the News of the Day, 
turned upon the Unknown Fair. A great 
many Conje^ftu^gs \yei;e made towards dif- 
covering whp, and what, ihe might be : 
As moft oFthe Gue0cs were but tranfient^ 
I did not chfTge ipy Memory with them; 
but there were t^ee Perfohs, who infifted 
fo much upon their Sagacity, that I refol- 
yed to treafure up their feveral Judgments 

concer- 
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concerning the White Widow. A b^aptifiil 
young Coquette £ud, that ihe believed, froiq 
the Singularity of adding white Weeds, file 
might probably be a Maiden Widow. After 
this, an Elderly Gentlewoman (railing her 
Voice a little) faid, I am amazed the Com- 
]>any Ihould be [o blinded in their GuelTes j or 
rather, indeed, that (here Ihoald be any Oc- 
cafion fct guefling in a Point fo evident : This 
Wbiu Widow, as you call her, is a Spirit, a 
down-right Apparition ; which is manifeft 
from her never appearing, but by Candle-Light. 
A tall Gentleman, who Tate a little backward, 
broke out upon this with an Air of Impor- 
tance; faying, 1 perceive you have a mind to 
divert your felves at the Hazard of ruining the 
Nation. I know the Perfon, you are talking of, 
to be the Pretender ; and I know too, that this 
is not the firft Time, he has been feen in this 
Town, in Mafquerade. 
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Adfpicitey adfpicite^ pontifices^ hmninem nU-^ 
ghfum i (^y fi vobis videtur {quod efi bomrum 
fontificum) mtmete eutUy nw^m quendam ejfa 
reUgimis: nimium effe fuperjlitiofwn turn opor^ 
tere. CicE&.Orat. 




HIS Week is fet apart, as it were,' 
in a folemn manner from the reft 
of the Year, by Chriftians of almoft 
every Denomination,throughout the 
World* The Refle^on, which naturally oc- 
curs to the Free-Thinker upon this Occafion^ 
is the ihameful Abufe of This and other Holy 
Times, in Popifli Countries. There is hardly 
one Great Incident in the Hifiory of our Sa-* 
viour, from his Birth to his Afceniion, which 
the Pri^s and the Monks have not turned 
into Stage-Plays and Pupf)et-Shews. Eveiy 
curious Proteftant Traveller has been an Eye- 

^Vitnefs to the Truth of what I iay. How- 
ever, 
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ever, for the farther SatisfadiOn of my Rea- 
ders, and to fiimifli them with an Entertain* 
ment fuitable to the Seafon, I ihall give them 
a very remarkable Paflage out of A Journey 
from Aleppo to Jerufalem, in the Year Six- 
teen Hundred and Ninety Seven, written by 
Mr. Maundrelly then Chaplain to the Engliflj 
Faiaory at j^po. 

* T H E next Day, after our Arrival at Jeru- 
fakm^ (fays my Authour) being Good-Friday 
in the Latin Style, the French Conful (who 
lodged us at his Houfe) was obliged to go 
into the Church of the Sepulchre, in order 
to keep his Feaft ; whither We accompanied 
Him. This Church of th^ Holy Sepulchre 
is founded ijpon Moijnt Calvary^ which ftands 
now in the midft of Jernfalem. 

* The Church is lefs than one hundred Paces 
long, and not more than (ixty wide : and yet 
is fo contrived, that it is fuppofed to g ontain 
under its Roof twelve or thirteen Sanduaries;^ 
or Places, confecrated to a more than ordi* 
nary Veneration, by being reputed to have 
fome particular A^ons done in them, re- 
lating to the Death and Refurre^on of 
Chrift. As, Firft, the Place where he was 
derided l?y the Soldiers : Secondly, Wheye 
the Soldiers divided his Garments: Thirdly, 

? Whew 
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where he was fliut up, whilft they digged 
the Hole to fet the Foot of the Crofs in, and 
made all ready for his Crucifixion : Fourthly^ 
Where he was nailed to the Crols : Fifthly, 
Where the Crofs was ereded : Siirthly, 
Where the Soldier flood, that pierced his 
Side ; Seventhly, Where his Body was 
anointed in order to his Burial. Eighthly, 
Where his Body was depofited in the Sepul- 
chre : Ninthly, Where the Angels appeared 
to the Women after his Refurredion : Tenth- 
ly. Where Chrift Himfelf appeared ^o Mary 
Magdalen^ &c. The Places where thefe 
and many other Things relating to our 
Bleifed Lord are faid to have been done, are 
all fuppofed to be contained within the nar^ 
row Precin^s of this Churchy and are all 
diflinguifhed and adorned with fo many f^ 
veral Altars. 

^ The Latinfy of whom there are always 
about Ten or Twelve refiding at the Church, 
with a Prefident over them, make every 
Day a folemn Procefldon, with Tapers and 
Crucifixes, and other proceflionary Solemni- 
ties, to the feveral San^uaries; finging at 
every one of them a Latin Hymn, relating 
to the Subjed of each Place. Thefe Latim 
being mofe polite and exa^ in their Fundlion? 

^ than 
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than the other Monks here refidingj and 
alio our Converfation being chiefly with 
diem, I will only defcribe their Ceremonies^ 
without taking notice of what was done by 
others, whidi did not fo much come under 
our Obfervation. 

* Their Ceremony begins on Good-lriday 
Night, which is caird by them the Nox te^ 
nebrofa^ and is obfeivM with fuch an extraor- 
dinaiy Solemnity, that I cannot omit to 
give a particular Defcription of it. 
^ As foon as it grew dusk, all the Fryars and 
Pilgrims were convened in the Chappel of 
the Apparition (which is a finall Oratory on 
the North fide of the Holy Grave, adjoyn- 
ing to the Apartments of the Latim) in 
order to go in a Proceflion round the Church. 
But, before they fet out, one of the Fryars 
preached a Sermon in ItaUan in diat ChappeL 
He began his Difcourfe thus i In quefta notte 
tenebrqfa^ dye. at whicli Words all the Can- 
dles were inftantly put out, to yield a live- 
lier Image of the Occafion* And fo we were 
held fey the Preacher, for near half an Hour, 
very much in the dark. Sermon being end- 
ed, every Perfbn prefent had a large lighted 
Taper put into his Hand, as if it were to 
make amends for the former Darknefs j and 

^ the 
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the Crucifixes, and other Utenfils were diA 
pofed in order for the beginning the Procef- 
fion. Amodgft the other Crucifixes^ there 
was one of a very large Size, which bore 
upon it the Image of our Lord, as big as the 
life. The Image was fattened to it with 
great Nails, crownM with Thorns, befmeai'd 
with Blood ; and fo exquilitely was it fbrmM^ 
that it reprefented in a very lively Mannec 
the lamentable SpeAacle of our Lord's Body^' 
as it hung upon the Crofs* This Figure was 
carried all along in the Head of the Procef- 
fron," after which, the Company followed 
to all the San^aries in the Church, finging 
their appointed Hymn at every one* 
* The firft Place they vifited was that of the 
Pillar of Flagellation, a large Piece of which 
is kept in a little Cell juft at the Door of the 
Chappel of the Apparition. There they fung 
their proper Hymn ; and another Fryar en- 
tertained the Company with a Sermon ia 
S^anijhy touching the Scourging of our Lord. 
^ From hence they proceeded in folemn 
Order to the Prifon of Chrift, where they 
pretend he was fecur'd whilft the Soldiers 
made things ready for his Crucifixion ; here 
too they fung their Hymn, and a third iFryar 
preach'd in French. 

5 From 
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^ From the Prifon they went to the Altar of 
the Divifion of Chrift's Garments j where 
they only fung their Hymn, without addihg 
any Sermon. 

* Having done here, they advanced to the 
Chappel of the Derlfion; at which, after 
their Hymn, they had a fourth Sermon (as 
I remember) in French. 

^ From this Place they went up to Cdhary^ 
(an Eminence in the Area of the Church, 
upon which They think our Saviour fuflfer^d) 
leaving their Shoes at the Bottom of the 
Stairs. Here are two Altars to be vifited : 
One where our Lord is iuppofed to have 
been nailed to his Crofs : Another where his 
Crofs was ere^ed. At the former of thefe 
they laid down tUe great Crucifix, (which I 
but now defcribcd) upon the Floor, and 
aded a kind of a Refemblance of Chrift's 
being naiFd to the Crofs ; and after a Hynm, 
one of the Fryars preachM another Sermon 
in Spanijh^ upon the Crucifixion. 

* From hence they removed to the adjoyning 
Altar, where the Crofs is fuppofed to have 
been ere^ed, bearing the Image of our Lord's 
Body. At this Altar is a Hole in the natural 
Rock, faid to be the very fame individual 
one, in which the Foot of our Lord's Crofs 

^ iloodf 
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flood. Here they fet up their Crofs^ with 
the bloody Crucified Image upon it; and 
leaving it in that Pofture, they firft fung 
their Hymn> and then the Father Guardian, 
fitting in a Chair before it, preached a 
Paflion-Sermon in Italian. 
* The Ceremony of the Paflion being over,' 
and the Guardian s Sermon ended, two Fry- 
a«5 the one perfonating Jofepb of Arlmathea^ 
the other Nicodemus^ approached the Crofs, 
and with a moft folemn concerned Air, both 
of Afpedl and Behaviour, drew out the great 
Nails, and took down the feigned Body 
from the Crofs. It was an Effigies fo con- 
trived, that its Limbs were foft and flexible, 
as if they had been real Flefli : and nothing 
could be more furprizing, than to fee the 
two pretended Mourners bend down the 
Arms, which were before extended, and 
difpofe them upon the Trunk, in fuch a 
manner as is ufual in Corpfes. 
^ The Body, being taken down from the 
Crofs, was received in a fair large Winding- 
flieet, and carry 'd down from Cahayy 5 the 
whole Company attending as before, to the 
Stone of Undion. Tliis is taken for the 
very Place where the precious Body of our 
Lord was anointed, and prepared for the 

C f Burial, 
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* Burial. John 19. 39. Here they laid down 

* their imaginary Corps ; and cafting over it 

* feveral fweet Powders and Spices, wrapt it 

* up in the Winding-flieet : Whilft this was 

* doing, they liing their proper Hymn, and 

* afterwards one of the Fryars preach'd in 
< Arabick a Funeral Sermon. 

* The Obfequies being finiihed, they carried 

* off their &ncied Corps, and laid it in the 

* Sepulchre ; fltutting up the Door till Eafier 

* Morning. And now after fo many Sermons, 
' and fo long, not to fay tedious, a Cere- 

* mony, it may well be imagined that the- 
' Wearinefs of the Congregation, as well as 

* the Hour of the Night, made it needful to 

* go to reft. 
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Non hoc prdcipuwn amcorum muntfs eft^ frofe* 
qui Defun&om ignavo qtujlu : fed qtu "voluerit 
meminip ; qua mandaverit exequL Tacit. 




H E Bigotry and Superftition of 
the Papiftfy in this Holy Week, 
have been the Subjed of the fore- 
going Paper. A fober Free*Thinker 
will not reft There j but fiirther enquire after 
the proper Sentiments and ufeful Inftru^iions, 
which this Annual Solemnity naturally fug« 
gefts, to improve, as well as to touch and 
afiEed the Mind. I ihall confine my felf Here 
to the Laft Scene of our Lord's Pafiion ; when 
his naked Body hung nailed to a Crofs, be^ 
twixt Two Criminals : and propofe his unpa- 
ralleird Fortitude and Calmnefs at the Hour 
of Death, as the compleateft Pattern for us 
to imitate in our Laft Moments. 

To leave the World with Decency and 
Compolednefs, is the Wifli of every good and 

C 2 wife 
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wife Man : Even They, (as Tully obferves) the 
main Courfe 'of whofe Lives has been irregn- 
kr and extravagant, defire to adt well the Laft 
Part, and to go off with Applaufe. 

The moft celebrated Examples bf an Heroi- 
cal Death in Prophane Story, are, Socrates 
amongft the Greeks^ and Cato amongft the Rd- 
mam ; And I doubt ndt, but upon ah impar- 
tial Comjjarifon, our Lord will be found to 
have furpafled Thofe famed Perfons, as much in 
the Gloriei of his Death, as he excelled them 
in the Sandity of his Life. 

The polite Writers of Rofne are full of the 
Praifes of Cato. Virgil defcribes him prefiding 
over and giving Laws to Elyfium : And Horace 
mentions his Death, as one of the braveft 
Aftions of any of the Heroes of his Country. 
But doubtlefs, the noble Caufe of Liberty, 
in which he fell, prejudiced their Judgments, 
and made them extol a Practice, in it felf cri- 
minal and deteftable. 

The prefent Bifhop of Efy, in his excellent 
Difcourfe againft Self-Murder, obferves, That 
though there be mam Exafnph both of Greeks 
and Romans, e'ven in their left Tmes^ who of- 
fered Violence to Themfehes upon fome prejjing 
Extremities ; yet their Ruler^ their Lawfy and 
their Reafonings^ were againft it. That the Al- 
mighty 
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mighty Authour of our Lives has the fole 
Right to difpofe of them ; that Trae Great- 
nefs of Mind confifts in manfully fupporting 
Misfortunes ; and confequently that Self-Mur- 
ther is the Effed of Cowardice or Impatience, 
as well as an Inftance of Impiety and Difo- 
bedience, have been the conftant Sentiments 
of all the fober Heathens. Indeed, it feems, 
that Pride and Indignation wrought Cato up 
to a falfe Honour and miftaken Magnanimity. 
His haughty Temper could not brook the 
Thoughts of being conquered ; which made 
Jiim choofe rather to become his own Execu- 
tioner, than (ubmit either to live or die by the 
Will of Cafar. This feems to be even Horace^ 
Opinion of him ; Vrater ATROCEM anitnwii 
Catonit. The Expreflion (according to the ele- 
gant Criticifm of Dacier) denotes a favage, bru- 
tal, and fullen Spirit ,• fuch as, in Reality, is 
unworthy a Philofopher, and unbecoming 2 
Man. 

This fpecious Adion of Cato has been re- 
prefented on our Theatre with great, and in 
mod Refpedbs, deferved Applaufe. However, 
though I admire the ingenious Authour's Per- 
formance j yet, as a Free-Thinker, I cannot 
approve of the Choice of his Argument. 
The fundamental Excellency of any Drama-^ 

C 3 tick 
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tick) as well as Epick Poem, confifts in adap* 
ting the Fable to the Improvement of ones 
Countrey. This granted, I leave every judici- 
ous and candid Spedator to determine, whe- 
ther the fetting Self-Murther in that dazzling 
Light, it appears in upon the Stage, in the Per- 
fbn of CatOy does not tend effedually to abate 
our Horrour for it : and whether it is not there- 
fore very improper (not to fay worfe) for this 
Nation and Age, wherein too many ihorten 
their Days after fo wicked and dilhonourable 
a Manner. The doubtful Surmize put into 
the Mouth of Cato at the laft, is not a fufli- 
cient Antidote to the Poifon, which his awful 
Vertue, through Five Afts, prepares the Au- 
dience to receive ; and the Gleam of Lights 
which, he fufpefts, breaks in on his Departing 
Soidy is too faint to diipel the Prejudices that 
remain in Favour of Self-Murther from his 
Example. 

The Death of Socrates was much more lUuf^ 
trious. He took ofiFthe Poifon with the fame 
Unconcemcdnefs, as if it had been Wine for 
his Refreihment^ and both before the fatal 
Draught, and ibme time afrer, till dying Ago- 
nies feized him, he fupported himfelf, and 
comforted his Friends, with fublime Difcourfes 
(as Plato relates them) concerning a Future 

State, 
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State, and the Immortality of the SouL Yet, 
his Death was neither fo Painful, nor fo Igno- 
minious, as that of Jefus Chrift; who muft 
therefore be acknowledged to have outihone 
Socrates^ in Firmnefs of Spirit and Undaunted- 
nefs of Refolution. 

This will more evidently appear, if we coi^ 
fider the different Ages of the One and the 
Other. Our Saviour was cut off in the Flow- 
er and Vigour of his Age, when the Paffion 
for Life is ftrong, and the Averfion to Death 
violent. Whereas Socrates was executed at 
near Fourfcore i thofe Years, in which wife 
Men generally grow weary of the World, and 
as little deflre, as they expe(fl, a long Conti- 
noance in it. 

Accordingly, Xenopbon reprefents him pre- 
paring for, and arming his Mind againft, the 
MTue of his Tryal, with Both Thefe Confide- 
rations ,• That were he to be condemnM, he 
Jbouldfuffer one of the mofi Eafy Deaths; and 
that hejhotdd quit Life^ before he funk into fuch 
a decrepit old Age^ as is defiitute of all Satif-^ 
fadion^ and overwbebned with Weaknefs and 
yUferj. But hefides, Socrates had this addi- 
tional Support, that he was animated to the 
laft by the Prefence and Converfation of his 
Friends ; Whereas moft of our LjOrd's Folio w- 

C 4 Wj, 
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ersy through Fear, ftood gating afar off; and 
thofe Fewr, who hazarded a nearer Approach, 
only augmented his Grief by their filent Tears ; 
whilft Crowds of furrounding Enemies mocked 
and derided him with loud Clamours. 

Conftancy and Equality of Mind under Su^ 
(brings are then only Heroical, when founded 
on a rational Submiffion to Providence ; with- 
out This they are vain and romantick. Now 
Patience, and Meeknefs, arifing fix)m a Prin- 
ciple of Religion, diftinguiih our Lord's Cha- 
ra^er ; and he exadly fulfilled the Prophet's 
beautiful Predidion of him : He war brought 
as a Lamb to the daughter ; and^ or a Sheep 
before hir Shearer ^ he war dumby and opened not 
his Mouth. He confidered God as his Father; 
and qnder that Relation he entirely acquiefced 
in his Will, and relied on his Goodnefs. This 
made him as unmoved by Calumny and Re- 
proach, as he was undiflurbed under Anguiifh 
and Torments. Father^ forgive them; they 
know not what they do ; was the foft Return 
our Saviour made to the higheft Provocations : 
a parallel Inftance to which is not to be met 
with in any of the Schools of the Philofophers. 
How mild and generous muft his Diipofition 
be, who could not only pardoq a^d pray foe, 
but even compaifionate imd excufe Thofe, 

who. 
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who, while they crucified, reviled and itiTulted 
him ! 

The Tendemels he exprefled for his Mo-' 
ther and his beloved Difciple, is at once I>a- 
thetick and Sedate ; iaying to the Former, 
If mm behold tbj &»; and to the Latter, Be- 
hold tby yhtber. This may teach us, tiiat as 
the Aflefiions of Nature and Endearments of 
Friendlhip, may laudably be carried to aDeath- 
Bed i fo they fliould break off there, without 
any violent Emotions of Sorrow. 

Father, into tb) Hands I commend my Sfirit; 
were his dying, refigned Accents. Thus as 
He taught us the moft perfea Form of Devo- 
tion for every Day id Life ; fo, in his lall 
Words, he has left us the beft Recommenda- 
Mry Prayer in the Hour of Death. 
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CHER £ is a Notion previtls rcry 

b much amongft the People, that 

I Marriage in Leta^ is at leaA un* 

^ feafbnable, if not repugnant ro 

Orthodoxy : And that it came into Sea- 

fon again Yefterday j \tlien, as they imagine, 

the Sun rifes with a Dance, Notwithftan- 

ding, it is my Bufinefs to weed all E& 

travagancies, and falfe Opinions, out of the 

Mindj yet, for once, I ihall fo far comply 

with thefe gay Prejudices, as to indulge my 

Readers with two or three fliort Anecdoter re-. 

lating to Love and Matrimony, very proper 

for Eafier-Mmday, 

A YOUNG Gentleman, whofe Perfon is 
very agreeable, and bis Fortune by no Means 
contemptible, had, by continually Reading 
the Greek and Latin Poets, and Oi^id more 
cfpecially, contra^led an odd, fantaltical Ha- 
bit 
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hit of Thinking, for an Englijhman. His Con- 
verfadon was Cindured throughout with the 
Ancient Mythology, and his whole Turn of 
Wit fiipported by alluding to fome Fable, or 
Allegory, in the ancient Writers j which made 
his Companions give him. the Nick-name of 
Qajkk WilL It was this ingenious Gentleman*^ 
Fate to fall delperately in Love with a beautiful, 
young Lady, who had Mother- Wit in Abun- 
dance, and was too airy to think there could 
be any Merit in Learning. He had courted 
her a whole Year with great Afliduity j and, 
confcious of his Skill in Writing, had all a- 
long plied her warmly with Love-Letters. 
Every Billet was a rich Nofegay of the choiceft 
Ftowrers, gathere^out of the celebrated Wits 
of Greece, and Kome. The Lady, for hec 
Amiafement, fed him ilill with doubtfiil 
Hopes : And, at h.% when he grew very ini* 
portunate to know her final Refolutions, ihe 
defired him to have Patience till Lent was 
over, and promiied, that fhe would then give 
him a pofitive Anfwer. The Lover was, by 
this Means, obliged to pafs fjirough Six tedi« 
Gas Weeks of Mortification j which troubled 
him the more, becaufe they were not di(lin> 
guiihed in the Old Rontan Kakndar, by which 
he counted all his Time. At laft the Term 

cxpi- 
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expired : and he rofe on Eajier-Monday with 
the Dawn, to indite the following Epiftlf to 
the Fair. 

Mt Goddess! Ides of i4/)r/7* 

AT length the Six difmal Gotbick Weeks 
are expired ! And I find a Refpite, I 
thank the Gods, from the Vulture, which 
has prey'd inceflfantly upon my Heart and 
Liver. I come now to you, as to an Ora- 
cle, to enquire my Fate. Let not your 
Anfwer be doubtful, nor cruel. Indulge 
my Devotion with aufpicious Omens ; and 
let the God of Love infpire your 3reaft with 
a favourable Reply. 

* The Temple of Hymejt^ which has beei> 
ihut up fo many Nights and Days, is now fee 
open again ; and the Nuptial Torches blaze 
in every Street and Village: Therefore I 
hope you will join in the Ceremonies of the 
preient Feftivals, and permit your Locks ta 
be divided with the Head of a Spear, in or* 
der to be conduced to the Altar, where I 
fhall gladly offer up my felf a Sacrifice to 
your Charms. My Soul is on the Wing to 
fly to you; and my Fingers are become 
impatient to unbuckle your Girdle. 

PUILANbER. 
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The Lady, who never fcnt him a Line in 
Anfwer to any of his other Letters, thought 
it high Time now to give over dallying with 
a Paffion flie never intended to return. Before 
the Gentleman therefore could come in Per- 
fbn to know his Deftiny, .ihe thought it proper 
to prepare him a little for his Dilappointment, 
by this fliort Billet* 

^ T Am not Scholar enough to underfland 

* JL your Letters i and your Paffion is be*« 
^ yond my Capacity. You have fwom to me 
^ by a great many Divinities I know nothing 

* of i which makes me imagine you had only 

* a Mind to try how far you could impofe 

* upon my Simplicity. You have indeed told 

* me over and over, that I was a Goddefs, a 

* Venusy a J)ianay a. Grace, and I know not 
^ what : but you never yet latisfied me, that 
^ I am the Fineft Woman you ever faw : and 

* I have fo little Vanity, I had rather bloom 
^ like a Virgin, than fliine like a Star. 

J amy SIR, 

ft 

Tour "vetj Hwnbte Servant^ &c. 
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The Conclufion of this whole Afiair is, that 
Thilander was no more admitted as a Lover $ 
and the main Obftacle was, that the Lady's 
Relations could not perfwade her» he was a 
Chriftian. 

To this Piece of Hiftory, I Ihall fubjoin a 
Matrimonial Story in Low-Life^ as it was told 
me by a Gentleman, whoie Curiofity led him 
to be prefent at it. I remember (faid he) in 
my Youth, I happened to ramble, with a 
Friend, on Eajler-Monday^ into St. Pancrat 
Church in the Fields ; where a great many, 
whofe NeceflSty puts them upon Fragality, are 
marry'd at Under-Rates, and fave the Expence 
of a Licence. We found the little Church 
crouded with Lovers. No Difcontent ap- 
peared amongft them, but what proceeded 
fiiom an Impatience, that One Couple only 
could be marry*d at a Time. We obferved, 
amongft the Reft, a plump, Black-eyed Dam* 
fel, who tugged after her a bafiiful young 
FeUow. She buftled with, him through the 
Crowd, and gained the Rails of the Commu- 
nion-Table, in Spight of Oppofitioft. There 
is, it feems, a By-Law peculiar to this 
Church, by which every Couple, before the 
Ceremony begins, are required to lay down 

Half 
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Half riie Fees on the Book^ and are allowed 
Credit for the Remainder, till the Service is 
Half over. The Bridegroom accordingjiy de- 
polited one Moiety ; and the Dodor read 
away. When now, coming to his ufual Ref- 
ting-Place, he made a full Stop. Whereupon 
the Clerk hinted to the young Man, that this 
was the Time to pay down the Remainder of 
the Dues. The poor Fellow was heavily dlC- 
may^'d at this Demand, and fearched his Poc- 
kets for what he knew was not to be {bund« 
At latt he whilpered the Bride, and flie an- 
fwered him only with a dejedled Countenance. 
There was a profound Silence for fome Mi- 
nxites, till they were told, nothing farther 
could be done unlefs the Refidue was forth- 
coming. What could they do in thefe Neu- 
tral Circumftances, half marry'd, and half un- 
xnarryM? The Woman,, who firft recovered 
her Confuiion, faid, Pray, Sir, marry us as 
much as you can afford for that Money : to 
^%vhich he replyM, He had gone to the utmofl: 
Syllable. Upon this, after a little Paufe, Ihe 
unty'd her Shoe, and pulled out Three Shil- 
lings and Nine Pence, (a hidden Rcferve for 
Pin-Money) and with a deep Sigh laid it upon 
the Book : and fo the fufpended Nuptials 
perfefted. 

A FiW 
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A FEW Lines more will ferve to diTpatch 
another little Marriage Incident, and to difen- 
eage me from my Promife. When the Lady 
Betty JAodiJh was to be marry'd to SaThomM 
Truby, ihe came to Church with a Kind of a 
Non-juring Scruple upon her Confcience. This 
appeared, when flie was to repeat the Word 
Obey: Here her Voice failed on a fnddain. 
The Minifter infifled upon her Speaking out : 
but flie continued Mute ; and all was at a 
Stand. Hereupon Sir Thomii, with great Pre- 
fence of Mmd, whifpered the Minifter to go 
on; laying. Leave chat Punfiilio to me ; I 
pai my Word for the Lady's Orthodoxy. 
And accordingly the Knight made her fenfi- 
ble, upon every Difpute, that bis Honour was 
engaged for her Obedience. 
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N°8. Friday, ^pr, i^. 17 1 8. 
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James Shepheard fayfy Ue bar ftudied Poll- 
ticks e^erfince he was fix Jean of Age. 

PosT-BoY^ Thurfday, March 6. 




GenTlbI^an writes to mfc, from 
Bath^ to give him my unprejudiced 
Thoughts of James Shepheard; and 
to know, whether I approve of his 
Execution. There have been fo many of my 
Fellow-Subjefts impofed upon in this Aflfair, 
that my more ferious Readers will not be 
difpleafed, if I give my Anfwer a Place in 
this Paper ,* efpecially considering, that it is a 
Work of Humanity to endeavour to unde- 
ceive People in fo fatal and dangerous an 
Errour. 

5 /R> April 16. 171 8. 

IT is no wonder, that in your Parts you are 
perplexed with fuch extravagant Stories 
and idle Difputes concerning Shepheard^ who 

D was 
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was executed for High Treafon at Tyburn^ on 
the t7th paftj fince Numbers, who were 
preferit at his Tryal and Execution ( not ex-* 
cepting our News- Writers and Garret-Statef- 
men) haVe not been able to agree about him. 
You are pleafed to have Recourfe to me for 
fome Account of him 5 as well for your own 
private Satisfaiftionj as that of your Neigh- 
bours. I know, a great many have been art- 
fully drawn in not only to excufe, but even to 
approve, this young Afliilfin, and to blame the 
Juftice of the Government. Therefore have I 
choferi to fend you my Anfwer in Print ; ho- 
ming (now the Hurry of the Difcourfe is over) 
that feveral over-hafty Logicians may, upon a 
little cool Reflexion, be brought to reafbn like 
iTrue Britomj and Protcftants. 

James ShepbearSs Account of himfelf i% 
That he was under Eighteen Years of Age $ 
That his Father dying when be was very 
Young, his Uncle put him to a Latin School 
in Salisbury ; where he continued about Three 
Years : That he was afterwards bound Appren- 
tice to a Coach-Painter in the City of London; 
with whom he had lived about Fowteen 
Months,, when be was apprehended: That 
by reading certain Sermons, and other Book% 
be had learnt. That He, whom we call our 

King, 



N^'S The Free-Thinker- 51 

King, had no Right to the Crown oi England i 
and fo he was fully perfwaded, that the kill^ 
ijQg of him would be a Good and Commenda- 
ble A^on. And from that time (which i$ 
about Three Years ago) he had a mighty Im-* 
pulfe vpon his Heart, that He muft be the 
Perfbn, who Ihould afTailinate King Gemgf^ 

This plain, fliort Narrative of the Perfon, 
the Crime, and his Inducements to it, will 
naturally furniih every honeft Man of Common 
Senie with fufficient Reafons to vindicate the 
Juilice of the Government in this Affair, and 
to make him abhor tb^ Wickednefs of thi$ 
Apprentice : Neverthelefs I ihall give you the 
Qb^rvations I have made upon the Whole. 

Ik the firft Place tben> Soepheardy from 
the HoiH* in which he was firft examined, to 
the time of his Tryal, his Condemnation, and 
bis Execution, never OQce expreffed the Leaft 
Abhorrence of his bloody Purpofe, nor fo 
Bwch as offered to Petition £br Mexcy ; but 
fiood out to the lafl: io D^efiance of the Didate$ 
of Natural Reaibn, and the Laws of his Coun^ 
trey ^ a^nd, by this Obftinacy, made it pradenJtL» 
ally impracticable for the Goyerament to par- 
don hinnu So that They, who have endea*- 
voured to r^fe a/editious CompafHon towards 
him in weak Minds, upon the Account of his 

D a Youth, 
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Youth, have in a great Meafure transferred thd 
Guilt of his Crime upon Themfdvcs. 

Secondly ; The Allowances, that may l^ 
made for thelmpulfes of PafliOn, and the Pre- 
judices of a bad Education, can only place the 
Perfon of the Criminal in a lefs odious Light 
in any one's private Judgment i but can no 
way influence thofe Rules, by which the Ma- 
giftrate is to proceed in the Punilhment of the 
Crime, For, fince we cannot enter into the 
Heart of Man to difcern the fecret Springs of 
Adion ; and fince all criminal Anions are pu- 
hifluble, in Society, only in Proportion to the 
lnjui*y the Publick may receive from them: 
It neceflarily follows, that the Magiftrate muft 
judge according to Outward Appearances, and 
J)unilh in Proportion to the Mifchief, which 
might have enfued. 

Thirdly • This young Man's Attempt being 
fo niohftrdus^ and fo furprizing in all its Cir- 
cumftances, if was imagined at firft, that he 
muft be mad. But, upon an impartial Enqui-* 
ry, there was not the leaft Reafon to judge fo 
favourably of him, neither in the Time of his 
Apprenticelhip, nor before, nor after, his Tri- 
al and Condemnation. His whole Condu^, 
Behaviour, and Difcourfe, was uniform and 
cOnfiftent ; and never varied to the laft. And 

I dare 
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I dare fay, his hopeful Confeflbur (though it 
^were to throw an Odium on the Govern-t 
ment) cannot be brought to derogate in the 
leaft from the Underftanding of his Martyr. 

Laftlyj It requires no deep Infight into 

the Tempers of Men, and the Workings of 

extravagant Paflions, to perceive, that the 

young Coach-Painters Heart was fo full of 

Arrogance and Prefuniption, and bis Mind fa 

vitiated with Enthufiafm, that, in all Probabi-r 

lity^ he would not have been a fit Member of 

Society under any Perfwafion,- nor a fober, 

peaceable Subje^ under any King. What othe^ 

Judgment can we form of a young Fellow, 

who could declare after his Condemnation, 

Tl^at if it were in his Fower^ he would ftill 

kill Hhn^ whom me own for our King^ or anj 

Friends of his ^ and that^ were the late j^en 

now alrve^ He would kill Her ? This leads me 

to refle^ upon the Wickednefs of thofe Per-r 

ions, who make it their Bufinefs to feduce the 

inferiour People^ and tq fill the Heads of Arti- 

lans. Journeymen and Apprentices, with idle 

Debates about Government, and the Rights 

of Princes^ to the Difturbance of the Publick 

Peace, and the Ruin of tiieir poor Difciples^ 

Aq honeft Man Ihould look upon them with 

^he fame neteftatiop, as if they went about 
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to fell deadly Drags, to the Ignorant, for Me- 
dicines, or to poifon Rivers in their Sources* 

From thefe Obfervations, every unprejudiced 
Perfon may be fatisfy'd, that this prefumptu- 
ous Wretch highly merited the Sentence pro- 
nounced upon him by Law ,- and that his own 
Wilfulnefs made it neceflfary to put that Sen- 
tence in Execution. However, to remove 
every Errour, relating to this poor Traitour> 
which crafty Men have been induftrious td 
propagate amongft the Ignorant and the Cre^ 
dulous, it will be requiiite I Ihould add two 
Remarks more. 

Let it be granted then, that Shepheard dyed 
chearfolly, and that his Spirit was not in the 
lead troubled, from his Condemnation to his 
Execution. This can only prove at moft, that 
his Delufion was very powerful, and that his 
natural Temper perhaps was not fearful. For, 
if once we begin to make Inferences in Fa- 
vour of a Ciufe from the Behaviour of th6 
Perfons, who fuffer in ity and not from the 
Principles of Reafon ; the natural Conclufioft 
will be, that there can be no fuch thing as t 
Bad Caufe ; fiiice every Perfwafion, and every 
Religion, has its Martyrs. 

The 
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Th,e next Thing, I am to animadvert wpon, 
is a filly, trpafonable Paper, which you fay 
you have feen, and is handed about for Shep- 
beariTs Speech* I muft inform you. That 
Paper is not of his compofing j and that, if he 
had been left to himfelf, he was able to give 
the World a more fenfible, though perhaps not 
lefs feditious, Piece of Writing. In a Word, 
That paper was impofed upon him by fome, 
who had taken his Confcieuce into riieir Keep- 
ing : And of the Trutli of This, there are 
legal and fubftantial Proofs, This Abufe of 
Dying Speeches will always have the intended 
Efie^ BPQi) the ynthinking Populace, and has 
of late been pra(2iced with top n\^d\ SvLOceCs ; 
which is a fufficient Heafon, why the Govern^ 
ment fliould not indulge their Enemies ii^ thi^ 
ilpecious Inftance of Malice. 

I ihall conclude with advifing thfi yoxmg^ 
Men not to prppofe the wijd Enthufiafm ojf 
this unfortunate Politician for their Imitation . 
nor Jto miferaploy their I^eifure in reading the 
trifling Papers, whioh are hawked about, of 
hiffl : liut rather to perufe the Hiftory of the 
Renowned Proteyftapt London Apprentice, who 
flouriihed in the Reign of Queen Elizabethy 
^X)A jpe^ifooned fugh furprizing Atcliievements 

P ^ amongft 
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amongft the Infidels, for the Honour of hi$ 
Q(ieen and Country. 

I am, S I R, 

Tow mofi humble Servant, 

The Frei-Thinker; 
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Ut puerif oUm dant crujiuk blandi ■ 

VoSloret^elementanjelint ut dtfcere prima. Hqr; 



I M U S T here return my Thanks 

H for the letters I have received 

8 from both tfae Univerfities, which 

K (as One very juftly obferves) were 

founded to be the Nurferies of Ftee-Thinkers 

in Arts and Sciences. I muft likewife take 

Notice, that amongft my Correfpondents of 

Both Sexes, fome have intimated to Me, not 

to be too much a Politician, nor a PhUofo- 

pher; but to give Encomagement to the Mu- 
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ics^ and not to negled the Men of polite Gal- 

lantry« Mr. Townkj fays, that my Paper 

Should be like an Elegant Feaft, where every 

Queft may find his Palate gratify'd, in liis 

Turn ; That there are a great many, who can 

neither rellifh> nor digeft, fubftantial Diihes i 

and prefer a Frigacy, or Ragouft, to a Surloin 

of Beef^^ or a Haunch of Venifon : That the 

"Women will never think an Entertainment 

compleat, without a Defertj and that he 

knows a flender Virgin, who prefers a whipt 

Syllabub to a Qiiail, or an Ortolan. 

Therefore to compremife this Affair equita- 
bly, and to anfwer the Publick Expeftation in 
the moft fatisfadory Manqer, I ihall not fu£[er 
the Great Defign, which the Title of the Pa- 
per promifes,to cool : And \ hope my Readers, 
of a more robuft and manly Underftanding 
will allow me to have fome Complaifance for 
thofe of a more delicate Cqmplexion i who, 
by Degrees, niay gather more Strength of 
Mind, and cqme to delight in iblid Argu- 
ments. After thefe Confiderations, I am apt 
to believe, the following Verfes will not be 
unacceptable i to which it will b? nec^flary \ 
fhould prefix this fhoft Epiftle. 
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To the FREE-THINKER, 
5 1 R, 

^ XT' O U will be fqrprized, that any one 
* X ihould fend you a Piece of Poetry, 
which is not Half finiihed. I am afliamed 
to tell you, it has long lain buried in my 
Scritore, in this Condition ; jind were it not 
for the Importunity of two impatient La-n 
dies, you bad not received it, till I had Lei- 
fure and Inclination to tell my Story out. Iq 
the mean Time, to give fome Light into my 
Defign, I need not inform you, that IJland, 
or Iceland^ has been conje^red to be the 
Remote Tbule of the Ancients j which I fup- 
pofe to have taken its Name from the 
Nymph in my Poem, whom I intend to 
tranfplant thither from Cyfrufy before I have 
done with her. This Beginning of the Fable 
will, at leaft, awaken the Curiofity of yoyr 
Female Readers j and by that Means, I be* 
lieve, do you no Gliflervice : And I. can allure 
them, I ihall not be eafy till I have an Oppor- 
tunity to oblige them with all I know re],a7 
ting to Tbule. 

I am^ SI R, 
One of your tnoji Hearty WhU-wiJher^^ &€♦ 
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The Fable of THU LB, 

pAR Northward^ as the Dane extends hisSwof^ 

Where the Sun glances bm ajkfeifig Ray^ 
Beneath thefiarpefi Rigour cf the SlUesy 
Difdainful Thul^V wintry Ifland lies. 
Unhappy Maid! thyTale^ forgotten long. 
Shall Virff^ learn frotn my infiruSHije Song j 
And every Touth, who lingers in Dejpair, 

By tiy Example warn the cruel Fair. 

h Cyprus, Sacred to the j^yeen cf Love, 
{Where ftands her Tenrple, and her Myrtle Grove) 
Was Thulfe born ,• uncertain how : Tie fiudy 
Once Venus won Mom to her Bed j 
And pre^am ffewi The Birth to Qmce of- 

In Woods, and ft^'d by the featber'd Kind. 
With Bowers fome firew the helpkft OrfbtHf 
round I 

Wab dowi^Mift pme ^eadtheCarpet<3roimdi 

Some 
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Stme ripened FruHsy fame fragrant Honey bring j 
And fome fetch Water from the running Spring : 
While others warble from the Bought to cheer 
Their Infant Charge^ and tune her tender Ear. 
Soon as the Sun foffakes the Evening Skier^ 
And hid in Shades the gloomy Forreft lies ; 
The Nightingals their tuneful Vigils keepy 
And lull her^ with their gentler Strains^ to Sleep. 

This the prevailing Rumour : Asjhe grew^ 
JNo dubious Tokens fpoke the Rumour true. 
Jn evety forming Feature might be feen^ 
Some bright Refembknce of the Cyprian ^jiefn : 
Nor was it hard the Hunter Touth to trace^ 
In all her earfy Paffion for the Qace : 
And when^ onjj^ringing Flowers reclih%Jhe fungy 
The Birds upon the bending Branches hung ; 
WhiUy warbtingyjhe expreft their variws Strains^ 
Andy at a Diflancey charmed the lijlening Swains ; 
So fweet her Voice refounded through the Woody 
Tbey thought the Nymph fomt Syren from theFbod. 

Half 



Half Human thus by LineagCy half Divine^ 
In Forreftfy did the lonely Beauty Jhine i 
Like wood-land Eowerfy that paint the defeat 

Gladesy 
And wajle their Sweets in unfrequented ShadeSf 
No human Face Jbe faw ^ and rarely feen 
By human Face : a folitary Qyeen 
She ruled I and ranged herjhady Empire round. ' 
No Hom^ the fiknt Huntrefs bears i noHoundy 
With noifyGjy difturbs her folemn Cbace, 
Swift ^ as the bounding Stagy Jhe wings her Pace | 
Andy bend when f Vr fbe will her Ebon BoW^ 
A fpeedy Death arrefts the flying Foe. 
The BoWy the Hunting Goddefs firjl fupplfdy 
And hory 2^iver crofs her Shoulders tfd. 

The imperious £tteen of Heaveny tsith jealous 

Fyesy 

Beholds the blooming Virgin from the Skies j 

At once admires y and dreadsy her growing Charms \ 

And fees the God already in her Arms. 

In 



6X ^^FRBE-TrilNKElt* N**9 

In viUH, Jhefindfi her bitter Tongue reproves 
Jfy broken Vows^ and hit clandeftine Jjoves i 
Jove ft iB coHthutet frail: And all in ijain 
Does Thul^ in obfcweft Shades remain ; 
iVbile MajaV Souy the Thunderer* s wir^dSfit 
hffonas lum^ where the luribig Beasnies tie* 
What fure Expedient then Jball ]xmo find^ 
Ta calm her Fears, and eafe her boading Mind ? 
Deloft to jealous Minds a Torment proves 
And Thd6 ripens every J>aff for Jjmse* 

Sk mowas her Car^ andjhakts thefitken Reins s 
The hamefs*d Peacocks fpread their painted Trains^ 
And fmooth their gloffy Necks agmfl the Sun : 
The Wheels along the level Azure run, 
Bajlward the Goddefs guides her gaudy Team, 
AndperfeQsy as fix rides, her forming Schetnft, 

The various Orbs nofV paft, ado0n the ^eep 
Of Heaven the Chariot whirls, and plunges deep 

h 
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Infisecy Ootids^ that o^er the "Midland Main 
Jiang poii'd in Air^ to bkfs the IJlet with Rain» 
Aid here the panting Birds repofe a vDbik : 
Not fo their J^mn i /be gains the Cyprian JJle^ 
By fpeedy Zephyrs bom in thickned Air : 
Unfeen fie feekSy unseen Jhe finds, the Fair, 

Now, iitr Xhe Mottntain Tops^ the rijing &in 
Shot purpk Ra^ : Now Thuk bad begm 
iJer Morning Chace, and printed in the Dews 
Her fieeting ^eps^ The Goddefs now purfmsy 
Now over^takes her, in the full Career j 
And flings a Ravelin at the flying Veer, 
Amazed, the Virgin }Juntrefs turns her Eyes i 
When Juno : (now Diana in "Difguife) 
Let no 'vain Terrours difcompofe thy Mind: 
My fecond Vifu^ like myfirfl, is kind. 
Thy limy Quiver, and thy Ebon Bow^ 
X>id not f gite ? — Here fuddain Bkjbes glow 
On ThuleV Cheeks : Her bufy Eyes furvey 
The Vrefs, the Crefcent j and her Doubts give wa^, 

I own 
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lotm Thee, Goddefi bright, the Npafh repUei j 
Goddeff, I own Thee, and thy Favour! prize : 
Goddefi of Woods, and Lawm, and level Plains^ 
Frefi in isj Mind thine bnage ffiill remaintt 

Then Jam : beauteous Ranger of the Grove, 
My darting Care, fair ObjeH of pty Love j 
J{ither J coine, ur£d by no trivial Fearr, 
To guard tbj Bloom, and team thy tender Teari, 



N" 10. Friday, Jfr. x$. 1718. 



Siir tout, redoutant la bajfe Servitude, 

ha tibre Verity fut toute tnon etude. ■Boileau.' 

I A V I N G, in the fitft Piper, te- 

itrieved a very elegant, and perhaps 
the nobleft ExprellioD in the Eng* 
S lijh Language, by reftoring it to its 
proper Signification ; and having ihewn, that 
every thing valuable in Life, is in e&& the 
Refult 
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Refult of Free-Thinking: it is high Time I 
ihould now go on to cherifh this glorious Prin- 
ciple in my Difciples, and endeavour to ani- 
mate them to a frank, manly Exercife of their 
Reafon ; not only in Oppofition to Thofe, who 
abufe this Freedom, but to Thofe likewife, 
who are induftrious to fupprefs it. 

Therefore, to proceed methodically in an 
AflPair of fo great Importance ; it will be necet^ 
laiy firft to Prepare Men for Philofophy, by 
recommending that Difpofition of Mind, which 
is requifite to make us Think and Ad like 
Rational Beings, to the utmoft of our Capaci- 
ties. And it is to be hoped a Free People^ 
fince it lies in every Matfs Power, will be am*- 
bitious of acquiring this happy Difpofition : I 
mean a Willingnefs to be informed; which 
may, in time, kindle into a difinterefted Love 
of Trath. 

The Mind of Man has naturally a ftrong 
Tendency towards Truth, and as prevailing 
an Averfion to Falfehood. But fo little Re^ 
gard have the Generality to the Dignity and 
Excellency of their Nature, that inftead of 
cherilhing this Dinjine Irtftin^^ ( if I may be 
allowed the Phrafe) they fuffer it to languifli 
and die : They learn by degrees to prevaricate 
with Themfelves ; and, in time;,to grow wholly 

E indif- 
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indifferent as to their Opinions of Things f 
Or, if upon any Occafion they are earneft and 
refolute in their Notions, it is feldom from a 
Love to Truth, but from a Servitude to fomcf 
over-ruling Paflion, or Intereft. Hence it is 
that we have feen fo many of our Countrey- 
inen, whofe Good Senfe is their greateft Re- 
proach, contend fo warmly, (in the Compafs 
of a few. Ytfars) both for Maxims in Politicks, 
and for Do^rines in Religion, which are di-^ 
redly oppofite. This brings to my Memory a 
remarkable PafTage, I formerly met with in 
my Reading, of a celebrated Modem Philo- 
fopher, whofe Genius is defervedly admired : 
I mean the famous Monfieur Defcarter ,- of 
whom it is related, that when he firft apply'd 
himfelf to draw up a Syfiem of Natural Phi^ 
lofophy, he founded it upon the Doftrine of 
A Void ; but a Friend informing him, that the 
Hypothefis^ he went upon, was very unfafliion- 
able at Court j he immediately changed his 
Plan, and built his Syftem upon the Suppofi-* 
tion of an entire Plenitude. 

It is therefore happy for Society in general, 
that from Age to Age^ in feveral Countries, 
fome Godlike Men, of an upright Spirit and 
a fuperiour Capacity, have not only enlightned 
the World, but flood up manfolly to bear 

Witnefe 
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Witnefs to Truth, throftgh all Oppofition and 
Difficulties, even to Death i otherwife Man- 
kind had long ago, in all Probability, been 
delivered up to Errour and Delufion : In which 
deplorable Circumftances, our peculiar Faculty 
of Reafon had only ferved to make us furpafs 
the Wild Beafts as much in every Inftance of 
Fiercenefs and Cruelty, as we excell them in 
the Powers of our Underftanding. 

This Coniideration is fufficient to warm i 
noble Heart with the Love of Truth, and to 
raife the Mind to a Philofophiek Gallantry 5 
which is equally commendable in Both S^yies. 
This Paflion in its full Vigour, (unlike to any 
other) inftead of weakening, will add Strength 
to our Reafon, and regulate and refine all our 
other Affedions. It will condud us to WiC- 
dcrni and found Knowledge ; and fupport us in 
the Pradice of the fevereft Vertues. To re- 
commend it yet farther j It is not a tranfitory, 
periihing Paflion, implanted in us only to 
ferve the Purpofes of This Life : It is ( in a 
more peculiar Senfe) an Intelledual Affedion, 
which will accompany the Soul through every 
Change, and carry us from Knowledge to 
Knowledge, and from Perfeiilion to Perfection, 
as long as we exift. Without it there can be 
no Vertuej and our Increafe of Knowledge 

El and 



6S Tloe Free-thinker. N^iO 

&nd Application of Thought, will but render 
us more wicked: Infomuch that a Man of 
Fine Parts, whofe Heart is cold and irtdiiffenwit 
to Truth, is the moft pernicious, and (to an 
honeft Man) the moft contemptible Creature 
living. 

White the Breafts of my ingenuous Readers 
glow with thefe Sentiments, I have a favour- 
able Opportunity to fuggeft to them. That 
Trae Religion and Good Government are 
plaufibly undermined, not fupported, by pro- 
pagating notorious Errours of any kind. Pious 
Frauds and DiHngenuous Politicks are not only 
unneceflary, but detrimental to their pretended 
Purpofes J and are a Proof of the Corruption, 
not the Wifdom, of their firft Inventers. Let 
Truth then remain facred and inviolable, be 
the Confequence what it will ; fince nothing, 
but Confufion and Immorality, can fpring from 
Falfehood, in the End : Neither is there Any 
•Thing in Life can pay the Price, to a generous 
Mind, of fo much as conniving long at a grofs 
and pernicious Errour, or of giving up one 
great and fublime Truth. 

Were I to collet the warm Expreflions, and 
rapturous Sentences, fcattered through the 
Writings pf the Ancient Philofophers in Praife 
of Truth, I could furnilh out a Paper might 

juftly 
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juftly put Numbers of Chriftians to the Bluih ; 
and (which is moft aftonifhing ! ) They, who 
ftand moft in need of being fo reprimanded, 
are the leaft ignorant of thofe Writings. I 
fpeak not to the Yv'g^ri who are equally 
prone to follow any prevailing Example oi; 
Dodrine, whet^ier Good or Badj but to Thpfe, 
whofe Education and natural Endowments 
leave them Inexcufable. 

The loweft Degeneracy Man can fink into, 
is knowingly and deliberately to inculcate Er- 
rours, or obftruA the Progrefs of Truth : It is 
putting People's Eyes out, in order to make 
them fall foul on one another in the Dark. The^ 
Charader is fo profligate and abandoned, that 
the Free-Thinker will never fear to treat il^ 
in his Ledures, with a bold Contempt. Na 
Confideration upon Earth can, x;nitigate th^ 
Heinoufnefs of the Crime. What then fliall 
we fay to Men of Learijing, who, when any 
Propofition is advanced, which they eithe^f 
Like or Diflike, coqfider not the Weight of 
the Argumentj^ but their Regards for the Per- 
fon, who enforces it ? Let all Learning and all 
Knowledge perifli, rather than ferve to So* 
phiftrVi and unfincere Defigns; and let the 
Free^ Gallant Spirit proceed upon this Maxim -: 

E 5 Thatj 
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That it is Glorious to ftand by an Enemy in 
the Trutti ; and Inglorious to fupport a. Friend 
in a Falihood. 

M'*ii. Monday, Jpr.zS,iJiS. 

Reliqua funt Epifiolarum genera dm ; qua 
me magtiopere deleCtant : unum, familiare (^ jo- 
cofum i alterum feverum (^ grave. 

CicER. Epifl. 

g F I N D I fliall be obliged, from 
J time to time, to fet a Day apart to 
b anfwer the Demands of my Friends 
^ upon me. Every Man in fiuHnefs, 
and more efpecially in a Publick Station, muft 
have his Poft-Days ; and I have pitched upon 
This for my Firft : Wherein I hope to be in- 
dulged at certain Times ; fince it will contri- 
bute to diverfify an Undertaking, which, pur- 
fued without Interruption, would foon grow 
too ferious for any but the Wife, who ftand 
leaft in need of it. 

Letters 
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Letters of every Kind come to my Office^ 
both from Males, and Females ; which I fort 
according to their different Complexions ; the 
Critical, and the Candid j the Melancholy, 
and the Gay ; the Severe, and the Jocofe : As 
they furnifh proper Hints, or give a fair Oc- 
cafion either to Divert, or Inftru<5fc, they are 
all welcome. Thofe I am going now to 
produce, will be reliflied beft over a cheerful 
Cup of Tea, before any Accidents of the 
Day happen to untune the Mind, and mak<^ 
Amufements feem Impertinent. 

To the Atithour of the Free-Thinker. 

5 / R, April the 8th. 171 8. 

^ A S there is no Subje^ can intereft greater 
^ M\ Numbers, than the Palfion of Love j 
^ fo I hope you will not think it unworthy 
^ your Consideration. It is what all your 
^ Readers either have been, or will be, con- 
^ cerned in, fooner or later. Give it there- 
^ fore a Share in your Papers, and direft each 
^ Sex, and every Age, to manage this prevail- 
^ ing Inclination of the Soul with Elegancy, 
Mt is a Matter of the greateft Importance to 
^ Mankind j and by taking it into your Care, 

? 4; ' yon 
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^ you willj in a very particular Manner, 
^ oblige, 

SIR, 

Totir very Hwnble 

Servant and Adinirer^ 

Philogynus. 

This Gentleman^s Requeft is eflential to 
the Defign 1 have taken in band. In the Run of 
my Difcourfes, the feveral Palfions will come 
under my Pen j fince they are fo many Ob- 
ftru&ions to Free-Thinking, when not duly 
managed* Love does, more peculiarly, re- 
quire the Attention of a Philofopher j not 
only as it is the Paifion can lead be fpared in 
Life, but as it is fubjed to more Excellencies, 
and greater Blemiihes, than any other Affec- 
tioiit 

]\^.Frfe-Thikker, Aprilij. ijiS. 

* T Send you a fmall Piece of Intelligence, 

* Jl which may fervc for a ludicrous Inftance 
^ of the Perverfenefs of Age, and the Pertnefs 

* of Youth. As I was fitting in a remote Cor- 
^ ner of a Coflfee-Room, ( frequented by a 
« Medly of Politicians, Brokers, and Stock- 

^ Jobbers ) 
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* Jobbers) a young mcrcxirial Spark, who had 
^ Something more Loofe, than Free, in his Be- 

* haviour, rulhed in through the Company, 
^ and withr Eagemefs catched up your Ledure 

* upon Curicfity ; which he read with fo much 

* Volubility and Vehemence, that be drew 

* every one's Eyes upon him. In the Interim 
^ came in an old grave Gentleman, who flip- 

* pofing it to be the News of the Day, defired. 

* him not to gallop on fo fiift* The Youth 
^ abated of his Speed, and proceeded with a 
^ more deliberate Accent, to the Satisfedion 
^ of the Hearers ; till he came to the Paflage 

* of Eudoxus^ wifliing to approach the Sun. 

* Here he fired at once ,- fwore, That iame 
^ Eudoxm was a Madman ; threw down the 

* Paper j and pinched his Hat into the Furious 

* Cock. The Old Gentleman, who was not 

* pleafed with having his Attention difturbed 

* by this Striplin's Vivacity, made anfwer ; No 
^ Child : He was only Impetuous after Know- 

* ledge. The Youth went off with a Strut ; 
^ and the Old Gentleman, putting on his Spe- 

* Sacles, took up the Paper, and read to the 

* End with a vifible Pleafure. But turning it 

* over, to know the Authour, who had af- 
^ forded him fo much Satisfaction, he was 
? Thundcr-ftruck at the Title : Whereupon 

^hc 
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^ he laid it afide in a Pet, and muttered ta 
« himfelf. Is this a Time of Day for Free^ 
^ Thinkers ! 

I MHy SIR, 

Tow Unbiaffcd Difcipky 

Bathyllus« 

To the V RE E-T H I N K E R. 

. S I Ry April J. 1718, 

^ 'Hr^ H E Defign of your Paper, as I take it,^ 
^ X is to anfwer any Difficulties, which 
^ may rife in the Mind, as well as to free it 

* from Errours. This has induced me to ap^ 
^ ply to you for a Solution of the following 

* Perplexity. Is it to gratify her Vanity, or 
^ Curiofity, that iMvinia waftes moft of her 
^ waking Hours at her Glafs ? I ihould be apt 
^ to impute it to the Former ; were it not 
^ that, after all her great Care, and no lefs 

* Skill, in Drefs, Ihe favours the Pretenfions 
^ of a fair Youth, much below her high Biith, 
^ Fortune, and Defcrt. Your Anfwer will 
^ oblige, and may be of Service to, your un- 
^ known Correfpondent, 
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iPEHCEivEdie ingenbus Enquirer isincli^ 
nable to excuie LaroimcCs Vanity, and rather 
to fufpeA her Curiofity : In which Opinion I 
am willing to concur ; influenced by the fol- 
lowing Refledion. It is an old Obfervation, 
that in Spight of Looking-Gkffes, we retail* 
but a very imperfeift Image of our own Re- 
femblance. Every one's Face is, in a manner, 
new to him always i and would be fo, though he, 
lived in a Room pannelled with Glafs. But a 
beauti&il young Lady has fomething more yet 
to excite her Curiofity from day to day. She 
will watch her Face as. diligently, as a Floriff 
does a Bed of Flowers in the Spring : She 
will be impatient every Morning, to enquire 
of her Glafs, how her Charms thrive j what 
new Beauty begins to difclofe it felf,- how 
rfiis Lineament opens, and that Feature ri- 
pens, till the whole Countenance is in full 
Bloom. But, without Doubt, there is a 
Mixture of Vanity in all This Curiofity ,• and 
I would advife iMvinia not to confult her 
flattering Oracle too much, if ihc intends to 
be Wife; for in this Manner the more fhe 
Studies, the lefs flie will know her felf. 

I HOPE to be at Leifore this Day Sennight 
to reconcile my felf to Three Virgins, whofe 
good-natured Refentments have touched me 

, very 
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very fenfibly ; and I flatter my ielf^ they will 
be convinced thereof, when I come to anfwer 
their Letter, which I am ferry I have not 
Room to do fully in this Paper. 



N°il. Friday, Mtjl. 1718. 



Ut, fi occupati pri^uimuf aliqmd civibut no- 
firis, projimui etiatny fipoffumus^ otioji. 

C 1 c E R. Tufc. QtixO. 



• HE free-Thinker has hitherto, de- 
I fignedly, put off his going td, 
I Court; for which He has been 
( blamed by Many : But then. They 
are All Perfons, who have no Btifinefs there 
Themfelves. Neverthelefs, to let his Fellow- 
Subjeds lee, that He is ambitious of acquit- 
ting Himfelf to all Intents and Purpofes like 
an Honeft Bold Btiton^ He will venture to 
fpeak to the Great Men, upon proper Occa- 
fions, in Flain Englijh j though he knows it to 
be a Language as unfafliionable, as Wild Jrifh, 

The 
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The Burftiilg of a Bomb in a Crowed is hot 
hiore alarming, than the Difcharging of a 
Truth among modern Statefmen. 

A Prince, mor§ efpecially in a Free 
Countrey, can never want Men of ftifficient 
Accomplilliments and Capacity to ferve him ; 
but he will very rarely find One true Free- 
Thinker amongft them. The Reafon is, bc- 
caufe the Underftandings of Courtiers are en- 
fiaved, and perpetually employed in Joumey- 
work under their Paflions; which is vifible 
even to Men of Lefs Abilities, who are By- 
ftanders, and no way concerned in Court-In- 
trigues. 

Great Magiftrates and Minifters of State,' 
\Ktder every Form of Government, defervedly 
draw upon Themfelves the higheft Venera- 
tion, or the utmoft Contempt, of all good 
Men 5 fince they are either Guard ians, or Be»- 
trayers, of the Community : Upon which Ac*- 
count, not only their Corruption, but even 
their Negligence, or Inability, is juftly to be 
imputed to Them as a Crime. This Confide- 
ration fliould make every Perfon of Integrity, 
very cautious in Soliciting, and even, of Ac- 
cepting, any Employment of Importance ,- 
^nce, from the Time He is once engaged in 
It, the Publick has a Right to recjuire of him, 

not 
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not only to acquit himfelf handfomely in his 
Province ; but likewife not to defert his Poft 
Improperly: And in Reality they, who an- 
fwer our lExpeiftations in the Firft Point> fel- 
dom fall ihort in the Latter. 

The peculiar Infirmity of our Countreymen^ 
is an Impatience under Difappointments, ac^ 
company*d with difproportioned Reientments 
of Injuries : Both of which are equally pernio 
cious in a Magiftnte, or a Statefman ; who 
ihould never avenge upon the Publick any 
Uneafinefs, or Difgrace, which proceeds not 
from the Publick. And fuppofing the Com^^ 
niunity Ihould prove ungratefid to a Great 
Man } even, in that Cafe, the True Patriot 
(influenced by Prudence, as well as Honour) 
will be fo fitr from contriving to bring his 
Countrey under any Difficulties, that he will 
not only defire, but labour, to the utmoft cf£ 
his Power, and Credit, to prevent them. For 
the Man, who from any Provocation fliall at- 
tempt to prejudice his Countrey, zAs with as 
little Confideration (to lay nothing of his Ver- 
tue) as the Perfon, who ihould endeavour to 
infe^ the Air^ which he is obliged to breathe 
in common with others. 

What has been faid, is in order to intro- 
duce a few plain Confiderations upon Retire^ 

ment 
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ment from Publick Employments. And 
though it is natural to fuppofe, that Perfons in 
High Stations will give little, or no. Atten- 
tion to a Difcourfe of this Kind ; yet, it may 
enable my Countreymen to judge impartial-* 
ly of the Great Officers of State, who with- 
draw themfelves, at any Time, from their 
Polls. Neither is it a Matter of fmall Mo* 
ment to direO: the Approbation, and the 
Cenfure, of a People equitably ; fince it oftert 
has its due Weight, fo as to be a ftrong Check 
upon the Conduft of their Superiours. 

The juft Valuation of every Adion rifes, or 
fiills, in Proportion, to the Intrinfick Worth 
of the Circumftances, and Motives, properly 
belonging to it : And if we could always pe- 
hetrate into the latter, we ihould (eldom err 
in our Judgments of Men. This Truth, ne- 
verthclefs, will lead us fafely through the fol- 
lowing Conclufions, upon the pfefent Sul>- 
jea. 

Firft then ; whoever by the Commands of 
his Prince, or by his own Solicitation, fliall 
enter upon an Employment of a Publick Con- 
cern ; and afterwards, out of Impatience, or 
Refentment, prefles to be difmifled, deferved- 
ly lofes a great Share of the Merit of his Ser- 
vices* . But, in the next Place j if any One 

throws 
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throws up his Employment, at an Improper 
Time, when he knows the Service of the So- 
ciety more immediately requires, he fliould 
continue to a6l ; he can Iiave no farther Title 
to the Efteem of his Fellow-Subjeds. Laftly, 
the Man, who quits the Publick Bufinefs in 
Difguft, upon a Prefumption, that it cannot 
be carried on without his Afliftance j or, with 
an Intent to raife Diftrufts, and Jealoufies, in 
the Minds of the People ; or, that he may be 
more at Leifure to embroil the AflFairs of the 
Nation: This Politician will be fo far from 
being thought a Patriot, by fober Perfons^ that 
they will conclude him to be a Weak Man, 
as well as a Bad Subjed. 

The Publick has a Right to demand the 
Service of every Member in the Society; 
which Right, in Kingly Governments, is ve- 
iled in the Prince. But then, by reafon of the 
Difference there is in the Nature of Offices, 
fome being only for the Pleafure of the Chief 
Magiftrate, and others more particularly re- 
lating to the Publick ; the Obligation,, which 
lies upon every Subjei^ to undertake any Em* 
ployment, when commanded, varies : And 
hence it is^ that every Man, whom the King 
appoints, is bound to (erve as the Sheriff of a 
County, when at the fame time he may le- 
gally 
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gaily refiife to be Mafter of the Buck* 
Hounds. 

If therefore there is a Reafon, in Law, to 
oblige a Man to enter upon an Office, the 
lame Reafoh is even of more Force, to 
oblige him to continue in it^ fo long as it fhall 
be judged proper for the Service of the Com* 
munity : And the conftant Pra&ice (at leafty 
for Form^fake) of asking Leave to lay down^ 
is ai\ Acknowledgment of this Law, or Right, 
in the Prince. But though the King may grant 
his Leave to a Perfon to relinquiih his Poft^ 
at a Time when it is highly improper to ask 
it I and though the Party, by fuch Difmiffion^ 
may be exempted from any Profecution ; yet^ 
certainly, he is (in Common Senfe) as Crimi- 
nal in the Judgment of his Countreymen, as 
if he had withdrawn himfelf without any 
Leave to warrant him. 

I cannot clofe thefe General Reflections in 
a more InftruAive Manner, than by doing Ju**' 
ftice to the Condud of Eunomius ; who, 1 
wifli, may be imitated as univerfally, as he ii 
admired. Eunomius began to be confpicuous 
foon after The Revolution. His natural Abi- 
lities, his Integrity^ and his early Knowledge 
in the Law, confpired to promote him be* 
times, to a Poft, in Which he had daily Op- 

i portu- 
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portunities of indulging his Heart, in Two pre- 
vailing Inclinations j by relieving the Injured, 
as a IWagiftrate ; and ferving his Countrey, as 
a Statefman. In both Capacities, he has al- 
ways a&ed upon one uniform Principle, and 
never varied from Himfelf, through a Courfe 
of Years, in a Court, generally as various 
as the Climate. And, when at laft, through 
long Fatigues, in a Multiplicity of Buiinefs, 
which impairs that Health it requires, he 
thought Himfelf entitled, by his Labours, to 
a Time of Reft ; he ftill deferred his inten- 
ded Retirement, till he faw the Government 
fecure at Home, and the King acknowledged, 
by Foreign Princes, as Arbiter of the Affairs 
of Europe. Neither does 'Eunomius^ difchar- 
ged from the Weight of Btifinefs, cool in his 
A£k^ons towards his Countrey, and his 
Prince ; or take up a Set of Notions now, 
concerning the Publick Good, different fi-om 
Thofe he entertained before : So that he has 
juftly merited the Increafe of Honours, with 
which the King has ennobled his Retire* 
nient. 
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N^I54 Monday, Maj$. 17 18. 



Mene fugis ? Per ego has tacrymas dextramque 

tuam, te^ 
{Quando uliud mihi jam mifera nihil ipfa reliqiu) 
Per connubia nojira^ per inceptos Hymetidos j 
Si bene quid de te merui, fuit aut tibi quicquam 
Duke meum 5 miferere domus labentis 5 (^ iftami 
OrOy fi quis adhuc precibus locus ^ exue mentetn. 

V I R G.' 
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To the FRBE-THINKER. 

5 J K, Jipril 28. 1718; 

I N C E you have taken the Paffion 
^ of Love under your Care, I 
^ make no doubt but you will 
^ always Ihew a becoming Re- 
fentment againft the Perfons, who violate 
all its moft facred Ties. They, who fet up 
for Intrigue and Gallantry, and glory in be- 
traying Innocent Virgins, unexperienced in 
the Wiles and Falihoods of Men, cannot be 

Fa * too 
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too feverely cenfured. I met very lately 
with ah Inftance of this kind in a Lady^ 
who is rendered intirely miferable by the 
Perfidioufnefs of her Lover. She is indeed 
an Objed of Compaifion : and, I hope, upon 
feeing This in your Paper, the Man, who 
has been the Caufe of her Diftrefs, may 
relent, and not leave her deftitute of every 
Help and Comfort. Califta is the Nanie^ 
under which I fhall conceal the Lady. Co- 
Ufta is divinely handfome ; the Beauties of 
her Perfon are every way conipleat, and the 
Perfe^ons of her Mind are no lefs excel- 
lent. She is by Birth a Woman of Qjiality : 
She no fooner arrived to Years of Maturity, 
than a certain Gentleman found Accefs to 
her ; and, by repeated Affurances of Love 
and Conftancy, prevailed upon her Innocence 
too far. Cabfta told him, ihe was ruined if 
he proved falfe ; that her Family would caft 
her off; and that ihe ihould be delivered up 
to Want and Infamy, the Moment He fcr- 
fook her. He fpared no Expence of Words 
to convince her, that he was very fenfible 
^ of his Obligations and of her Condition ,- 
and prayed the fevereft Calamities might at- 
tend him, if he falfified his Vows. For 
fometime, many fond Endearments paiTed 

between 
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between them ; but at laft the coldeft Indif- 
ference fucceeded, when the charming Gx- 
lifia Lay-in of her fecond Child. The cruel 
Man abandoned her at that Time to the ut- 
moft Mifery, and took to his Arms a meai\, 
worthlels Wretch, who was his Servant* 
CaUft^y wounded to the Soul with his Ingrar 
titude, waftes her Hours in Sighs, Tears, 
and Lamentations; and intends fiiortly to 
retire into fome remote, folitary Place, 
where ihe may indulge her Sorrows, and be 
at Liberty to grieve* The Barbarity of this 
Gentleman, and the Sufferings of this unfor- 
tunate Lady, ought •to be made known, to 
prevent other Virgins from falling into the 
like Diftrcfs; which was one Motive, tha> 
induced me to communicate this to yqp. I 
eameftly defire you would animadvert upon 
it fpcedily, in Pity to poor Cdliftay and all 
other unhappy Women ; and you will in- 
finitely oblige your conftant Reader, 

S. T. 



This melancholy Cafe of the Lady in the 
foregoing Letter, is a fevere Warning to the 
Credulity of the fairer, weaker Sex: And 
this plain Narration of Califta's cruel, inhu- 
man Ufagc will, I hope, prove effe^ual to 

F 3 fee 
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fet feveral fond Maids upon their Guard, who 
perhaps even now ftand upon the Brink of 
Ruin, Inftead of adding Sorrow to the Afflic- 
ted, I wifli The Free-Thinker could be fo hap- 
py as to infpire young Gentlemen with a true 
Senfe of Honour, and to perfwade them, that 
it is unmanly to the laft Degree to take any 
Advantage of the Tendernefs of Females, or 
to lay Plots to bring That Sex into Confiifion 
and Trouble, which was formed to foften all 
our Cares. Whoever Thinks Freely, muft of 
neceflity Think Honeftlyj and declare upon 
the prefent Occafion, that it is more bafe to 
wrong a Woman, thaif a Man ; in as much as 
a Woman is in all Refpeds more Defencelefs, 
^nd has little or no Power, either to repell or 
to aHPnge the Injuries, flie receives. 

The Inhumanity of the Authour of Califta^s 
Misfortunes is as diflionourable, as the Perfidy 
of a great General would be, who, after a 
warm Siege, fliould engage his Word to give a 
Town the kindeft Treatment,upon Condition 
of a prompt Surrendry ; and then upon their 
raih Compliance ihould put the Inhabitants to 
the Sword, only becaufe the Articles were not 
firft interchanged in Form. Honour and Ho- 
nefty is feated in the Will : And the Man, who 
is juft only fo far as he is obliged by Law, can 

no 
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no more be iaid to be Juft^ than an outragious 
Madman can be faid to be Tame, becaufe he 
is chained. Befides thefe Confiderations, this 
Gentleman s Condu A (iffuch a one there be) 
may be compared to the Extravagancy of a 
wbimfical Lord, who was at the Pains and 
Coft to nurfe up a delicious Tree in his Gar- 
den j and when he had gathered the Fruit and 
eat of it with Satisfadion, cut down the fair, 
flourifliing Trunk, to plant a Crabtree in its 
Place. 

Mr. Free-Thinker, April ly. 171S; 

WE fuperannuated Virgins have taken 
great and juft Offence at the Reflec- 
tion caft upon us in your Third Paper,- where- 
in you fay. We are Enemies to Free-Thinking, 
and are Punilhed for it with the Profoundefi 
Ignorance of our Sehes and Others. It was 
certainly very im politick in you to run the 
hazard of diibbliging fo formidable a Body of 
Females, upon your firft fetting out; efpe- 
cially in a Difcoxirfe addrefled to our Sex, 
in order to befpeak their Favour. 
^ Your Flattery to the Young and Beautiful 
is, indeed, veiy fubtil and refined: Your 
elegant Defcription of a Fine Lady dreffed 
for a Ball, and your informing them how 

F 4 S deeply 
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deeply the Arts and Sciences are engaged in 
their Service, has undoubtedly made them 
in Love with Philofophy : But that Point 
being gained, we hope you will teach tliem 
to make a nobler Ufe of it. 
* The Title of your Paper tranfported us ; 
* but when we were foil of Expedations from 
it as to our (elves in particular, you touched 
us in the moft tender Point. For, you muft 
know, we imagine our felves to be the Freeft 
Thinkers of all the Petticoat Kind ; and that 
our being Old Maids, in Contradidion to the 
Prevalency of Cuftom, is a fufficient Proof 
thereof: And it is reafonable to fuppofe, 
that Perfons in a perfed State of Liberty, 
and by their Years and Experience in no 
Danger of being enflaved by the falfe Ap- 
pearances of Happinefs, which feduce green 
Virgins^ will continue your Ddfciples to the 
laft. But, as a convincing Argument, that 
we are ftanch Free-Thinkers, after your own 
Heart, and according to your own Words, 
free ftom Frejudice and PaJJion ; We remain 
your conftant Readers, notwithftanding your 
harih Treatment of us. We admire and 
applaud your generous Attempt to reform 
both Se&esy at the fame time that you en- 
tertain them in the moft agreeable manner. 

« Neither 
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^ Neither fliould we have given our felves the 

* Trouble to redify your Opinion of Us, did 
^ not your Writings fpeak your Worth ; and 

* it is the Efteem of Philofbphers alone we 
^ covet* We are perfwaded, you will aft 

* agreeably to the Charafter you have taken 
' upon you, and not be afhamed to retraft the 

* erroneous Judgment you have been pleafed 
^ to publiih of antiquated Virgins ; in which 
^ Rank are 

Tour Hwfibk Setvantfy 

Prudence. Temperance. Patience. 

I WOULD propofe the Candoxir of thefe 
Matron-lilce Maidens to the Imitation of all my 
Female Difciples^ and hope They will leara 
by their Example to refent with Temper, and 
always remember to have fame Wit in their 
Anger. I am obliged to them for giving me 
an Opportunity to ihew how ready I am to 
retrad an Errour, efpecially when it happens 
to be (b much to my own Advantage. I muft 
confefs, I thought all Perfons obftinate in Vir- 
ginity^ were rather Refradory than Wife: 
Whereas I find, thefe Ladies -are only averfe 
to Confinement of every Kind ; and, rejeding 

the 
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the Courtfiiip of Men, are wedded to Philo- 
fophy J which is indeed the moft perfed State 
of Freedom. 

I have always intended, in the Progrefs of 
this Paper, to throw out proper Le0bns of 
Pbilofophy to the Fair Sex, and to allure the 
InconHderate by Degrees to a polite Feminine 
Vertue. But, as the Free-Thinker will on 
the one Hand take a favourable Opportu- 
nity to admoniih them againfl: the Innovation 
of Mafquerades, and all Exceffes of Gaiety ; 
lb on the other Hanji, he will not forfeit his 
Charailer by turning a Cynkk, ndr attempt to 
Reform them into Q^akerifm, As for Aurelia, 
I can aflure my fage Virgins, that flie not only 
Dreffes, but Thinks above the Vulgar j and is 
as refined in her Notions, as Jhe is elegant in 
her Apparel. She ads in every Circumftance 
as becomes a Lady of her Fortune and Quali- 
ty ; and, were ihe to be reduced to a Stuflf 
Gown to Morrow, could part with all her 
Jewels and Brocades, without a Sigh. 
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Juraretn per Javem^ deofque penates^ me ^ 
ardere ftudio 'veri reperiendiy ^ ea [entire y qud 
dkerein. Qyi enim poffum non cupere verwn in- 
'Venire^ cum gaudeam^ fi fimile 'Deri quid invene- 
rim ? Sedy ut hoc pulcherrimum ejje judicem^ 'vera 
videre : ficy pro 'veris probare falpiy turpijffvnum. 

CicER. Acad. Qjn. 




N the "^ Twenty Fifth paft I made 
an Eilay towards infpiring myCoun^ 
treymen with the Love of Truth : 
and as the Sentiments^ I then de- 
livered, were the Didates of a Heart warm in 
its Wiflies for the Welfare of Mankind, I may 
rejlbnably imagine They made fome Impreflion 
upon my ingenuous Readers ; if not ftrong 
enough to put them all upon being a^ive in 
the glorious Caufe the Free-Thinker is engaged 
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in, yet (uflScient, I hope, to prevent their be- 
ing ofiended with any Truths he fhall ende^i- 
vour to promote with Temper and Candour • 
and even to incline them, fecretiy at leaft, to 
wifh him Succefs. But what was advanced at 
that Time being only in very General Terms, 
it will be requifite to fubjoyn fomething more 
Particular upon the Subjed ; not only to ex- 
plain it farther, but likewife to compleat That 
Preparation of the Mind for Philofophy, with- 
out which all my Labour muft prove Inef- 
fedual* 

It will not be to my Purpofe to enter into 
Abftrafted Notions, or Metaphyfical Defini- 
tions upon the Prefent Occafion ; and to puz- 
zle Men, who are feverally engaged in the In- 
terefts and Cares of Life, with the Subtilties 
of the Schools. That Method of Reafoning 
(though it may have its Merit) is too Nice 
and Delicate for the Bufy World : And all 
Knowledge, more immediately ufeful to So- 
ciety, may with a little Pains be brought down 
to Cotnmon Senfe ; which iS the only LearnJhg, 
that will pafs current ( like Silver and Gold ) 
with Perfons of every Degree : Whereas the 
Scholaftick Refinements may be compared to 
Jewels; proper only for a Few, and Thofe of 
the Higheft Rank. 

TO 
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T O proceed then : In general, every Man 
may be faid to have his Mind rightly difpofed 
to Truth, when his Judgment of Things, or 
of Notions, does impartially refult either from 
a due Confideration of Them in all their Qua* 
lities and Circumftances ; or elie from a juft 
Comparifon of difierent Things or Notions 
one with the other. An unbiafled Under- 
ftanding delights in Truth, and acquiefces in 
It with the fame Complacency, as a good 
Confcience rejoyces in Innocence and Vertue. 
Neither can the Upright Man any more harr 
bour a Wilful Errour in his Mind, or endear 
vour to impofe it upon Others, than he can 
cheriih a Known Vice, and ftrive to recom- 
mend and countenance it by his Example. 

Every Art and Science has its Set of Truths : 
And they have their proper Evidences i which, 
duly attended to, carry with them a reafbnable 
ConviiSion, according to the Nature of the Sub- 
je^. Of thefe Truths, fomeare in a manner 
Self-Evident ; and are therefore generally taken 
for granted ^ and delivered as Maxims, which 
demand our Aflent without any Proof: Others 
ftand in need of fome fhort Deduction of Rea-- 
foning, before They can be received with Cour 
£dence : And Many require great Patience 
and Application of Thought, to purfue Them 

through 
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through an intricate Maze of Arguments, and 
a long Chain of Coniequences, in order to 
make them manifeft to our Underftandings $ 
which nevertheiefs, in the End, claim as foil 
aa Affent from us as the moft evident Maidms. 

The different Kinds of Truths have all of 
them their Ufe ; but they are not all of equal 
Importance to Society : And it is a great Un- 
bappinefs, that we generally reafbn with the 
moft Impartiality and greateft Accuracy upon 
tbofe Topicks, which are of the leaft Confer 
quence to us, as Men. The Caufe of this 
Misfortune is very obvious. The Prejudices, 
the Paflions and the Interefts of Men, are no 
way engaged in the Experiments of the Air-- 
Pump, nor in adjufting the Modes of Syllo* 
gifms, nor in fettling the Do&rine of Trian- 
gles i and therefore in thefe Kinds of Reafon- 
ing we confent to the Truth, as foon as we 
apprehend it, without Relu&ancy. 

Ask ThetfordiuSy Whether the Three Angles 
of a Triangle are equal to Two Right Angles ; 
and he will immediately reply in the Affirma- 
tive : Demand of him, whether Two Parallel 
Lines can ever meet in a Point ; and he will 
anfwer, without Hefitation, in the Negative. 
But after This, if you happen to try him upon 
Political Propofitions, fiill as evident . as the 
-. other { 
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other; and ask him (for Inflance) whether 
the People arc formed into Society for the 
Pleafure of the Chief Magiftrate, or for their 
own Happineis, and the Magiftrate coniequent* 
ly fet up for the Good of the People ^ and 
whether a Tyrant, who breaks through the 
Fundamental Laws of the Land, and invades 
the Property of a People, does not, upon his 
Perfeverance in fiich Proceedings, ibrfeit all 
his Right to their Allegiance : I fay, put thefe 
plain Qjieftions to him ; and inftead of making 
a Direi^ Anfwer, Tbetfordius will lead you a 
Dance through an endlefs Labyrinth of Sophi* 
ftry, and dive often out of Sight into fo many 
Subterfuges, that you perceive all the while 
he is not ignorant of the Truth ; but partly 
afraid and partly afliamed to acknowledge the 
Convi&ion, he feels himfelf, and would fain 
conceal from others. This thorough Infight 
into the Man, from feveral Openings of the 
(ame Nature, makes me difefteem him : He is 
to me a folemn Cheat ,• a Scholaftick Jugler^ 
who plays his Legerdemain Trich to SjUogize 
the Ignorant out of their Underftanding and 
their Senfes : And notwithftanding he is cool 
in his Temper, fober in his Converfation, re- 
gular in his Way of Living, and carries a Fair 
Outiide ; he is Rotten at the Core^ and his Soul 
is Diihoneft. On 
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On the other Hand^ I am charmed with the 
Candour of Euphronius^ He reafbns upon the 
Truths of Religion, of Morality, and the Prin- 
ciples of Government, with the fame equitable 
Temper, as if his Thoughts were employed 
upon a Problem in Mathematicks. And when 
upon an intricate Debate, he fums up his Con- 
ciufions, he does it with the Exadnefs and In- 
tegrity of a fair-dealing, honourable Merchant i 
who fettles a perplexed Accompt, without 
once refleding whether he is to remain Debtor^ 
or Creditor, upon the Ballance. But then, 
though he is equally CqoI and Diiinterefted in 
* examining Truths of every Kind; he is not 
alike Indifferent about the Succefs of them. 
He can with Patience leave it to Time and 
farther Experience to re&ify a Miftake in Na^ 
tural Philofophy ; but, when he fees a Grofs 
and Fundamental Errour propagated, in Reli* 
gion or Politicks, his Love of Truth and Be« 
nevolence to Mankind animate him to enter 
the Lifts,- and rather than ftand by tamely^ 
and fee pernicious Falihoods triumph, he will- 

combat fingly againft a Popular Hoft of Ad^ 
ver(aries« 

It is greatly to be lamented, that we have 
but Few Peribns to whom this Chora&er can 
be applied. But Thefe are the Men, Brl^ 

tain; 
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tain. Thou fliouldeft cherilh ! Thefe are tb^ 
Heroes referved to fave Thee in thefe the 
Days of thy Degeneracy ( at a Time, when 
the Man of a Publick Spirit is alnioil become 
a Publick Offence : For it is not the Multitude 
alone, who rife up againft Truth j but Many 
of Note fet themfelves at the Head of the Po- 
pulace, and lead them on in an Impious War- 
fere. And, if the Generation, now fliooting 
up into Manhood, does not improve upon the 
Age- We have, I fear, but very precarious 
Hopes of the Continuance of our Religion and 
bur Liberties. 
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N''i5. Mondajy May 11. 1718. 



Honour is like that glaffy Bubble^ 
Which finds Philojopherf fitch Trouble : 
Whofe leajl Part crackt^ the itihoU doeffiji 
And Wits are crackt to find out why, 

HUDJBRAS' 



IP O N a little fober Refleaiorf, 
it will appear, that the Benefits, 
which Society has received from 
the Inflxience of True Principles 
of Honour, are far fliort of the Mifchiefs it 
has fuffered from the Falfe Notions of Ho- 
nour. The Truth of this Ob&rvation is more 
notorioufly evident, if we conflder the fpeci- 
ous Pra^ice of Duelling. Ever fince this Go- 
thick DiftintSion of Bravery became Fafiiion- 
able all over Europe, for one Gentleman, who 
has voluntarily expofed his Life in the De- 
fence of his Countrey, or any commendable 
Caule, Hundreds of miflaken Gallant Spirits 

have 
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have iacf ificed Themfelves, and their Families^ 
to trifling Refentments, and fuddain Gufts of 
Paffion. For this Reafon, I intend^ amongft 
my other Ledures, to Difcourfe at large u[h 
on this Barbarous Cuftom, in hopes to bring 
it into fdme Difreputation : Or, iiF the Diftri- 
buting of a Sheet of Paper through the Na* 
tion, niay happily prove the Means of faving 
but one valuable Life, at any Time, I fliall 
think I have employed the .Labour of two or 
three Days to a very ferious Purpofe* But as 
Muficians, before they begin to play, always 
flourilh out fome loofe Notes, in the proper 
Key, to awaken and. prepare the Ear^ fo, 
at prefent, I fliall only relate Two Stories^ 
by way of Prelude to my future Compofi* 
tion. 

I Went, laft Week, to drink my Morning 
Tea, with a Gentleman, who is remarkable 
for diftingUiihing the True Honour, from the 
Falfe. Our Difcourfe^ in the Shifrings of itj 
veered about^ at laft, to the ridiculous Turu* 
iiilio^s of the Sfaniards^ and the Italianri 
wfcien He embellifhed the Subjeil with the 
following Narration* 

Not long before I rfettirhed into Ungtani^ 
(faid he) Seignior CamillOy ,and Seignior Aleffan^ 

dro^ twoF/(?r^ii//;a^ Nobles, beingat the Gj^ 

G a no^' 
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7tOj (a Place of Rendezvous in Florence^ much 
like Whitens Chocolate-Houfe) happened to be 
betrayed into a Warmth of Language, upoii 
an Affair of no great Importance. One Word 
heated another^ infomuch^ that the Expred 
. fions foon began to glow on either Side. Q- 
mill&y finding the Argument too hot for his 
Conftitution, thought the readied Way to 
cool it, would be to give Aleffandro a Box on 
the Ear. This prompt Expedient, according- 
ly, did indeed quench the Debate : But then 
immediately the Swords, not only of the Dis- 
putants, but of all the Noble Company, 
were drawn : Whereupon, think I, None fo 
Backward to Fighty m They who are too For- 
ward. The Company ( to do them Juftice) 
were for preventing the Rage of Extempore 
Courage, in order to gain Time to fettle the 
Forms of the Combat. Nevertheleft, when 
the By-ftanders perceived the Two Antago* 
nifts abate of their Fury, by this Interpolition ; 
the Fri«ids, on Both Sides, thought, they 
might mediate a Peace, with as much Eafe as 
a Truce ; and accommodate Matters fo, as to 
prevent the Effufion of Ancient Blood. Two 
Perfons, therefore, being firft appointed to 
watch over CdmUh^ and Akffandro ; the Lear- 
•ried Duellip (fo they terra the Men of Spe- 
culative 
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culative Valour, skilled in Sword-Law) with- 
drew tQ argue the Point. Thefe Cafuifts, 
the more they debated, the more they ea; 
tangled the Queftion in Difficulties. Th? 
Two Gentlemen being adjudged to be Per- 
Ibns of extraordinary Birth, and confequently 
Men of fcrupulous Honour, a great many 
nice Saho\ and fpecious Alternatives, were 
propofed with much Civility, and rejeded 
with as great Decorum. At laft Seignior An- 
tonio^ a Man of great Sagacity and Invention, 
applying himfelf to the Chairman, (aid ^ That 
in his Opinion, a ihort Memory was no more 
a Derogation to a Man of Honour, than to a 
Man of Wit : That therefore, if the Two 
WojTthies could be prevailed upon, abfolute- 
ly to forget what had paftj all Difficulties 
might be adjufted at once. This Propofal 
was received with a general Applaufe ^ and 
He was inftantly difpatched to whifper It to 
the Parties; who each of them feparately 
agreed to the Accommodation. This beir^ 
reported to the Board, the Doors were thrown 
open : Whereupon Seignior Camillo^ and Seignior 
Alejfandro^ advancing with equal Paces, en- 
tered with a Smile; and CamillOy addreffing 
. Himfelf to the Company, faid ; He was very 
. much furprized at an idle Siirmi^^e,^ ^s if he 

G J had 
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had been guilty, of a Breach of Civility to- 
wards his worthy Friend, Seignior Akffandrd^ 
by giving him a Box on the Ear : That he came 
there to right Himielf> and declare, Ufon hh 
Honour^ that he did not remember any fucJh 
lAccident. And truly, faid Seignior /Heffandrd^ 
I muft do you the Juftice, before this Honour- 
able Company, to declare likewife, that I 
know nothing of the Matter i who, you muft 
own, could never, in an Inftant, forget fuch 
a particular Token, if I had received it. Thus 
they Both ftood acquitted j and their Honours 
were fet much upon a Level. 

I c o M E now to a ferious Story, which I 
learnt in my Travels, from a Perfon of Qua- 
lity, in Savory who lived in the Court of 
Trance^ when the Fad' happened* In the nioft 
Flourifhing Period of the Reign of Lewis the 
Fourteenth^ two Negroe Youths, the Sons of a 
Prince, being brought to the French Court, 
the King appointed a Jefuit to inftruft them in 
Letters, and in the Chriftian Religion; and 
gave, to each bf them, a Commiflion ih his 
Guards. The Elder, who was remarkablfc 
for his Candour and Ingenuity, made great 
Improvements j more particularly in the Doc- 
trines of Religion. A brutal (Mficer, upon 
fbme Difpute, infulted him with a Blow* 

The 
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The gallant Youth never fo much as offered 
to refent it. A Perfon, who was his Frienrf, 
took an Opportunity to talk with him, that 
Evening, alone, upon his iJehaviour^ which, 
he told him, was too tame, elpecially in a 
Soldier. Is there then, faid the Young Afri- 
cdn^ on6 Revelation for Soldiers, and another 
for Merchants and Gownmen ? The Cxood Fa- 
ther, to whom I owe all my Knowledge, has 
eameftly inculcated Forgivenefs of Injuries to 
me I aifuring me, that a Cbriftian was by no 
Means to retaliate Abufes of any Kind. The 
good Father, replied his Friend, may fit you 
for a Monaftery, by his Leflfons ; but never for 
the Army, aijd th^ Rules of a Court. In a 
Word, continued he, if you do not call the 
Colonel to an Account, you will be branded 
with the Infamy of Cowardice, and have your 
CommiflGon taken from you. I would fain, 
anfwered the young Man, a& confidently in 
every Thing; but fine?, you prefs me, with 
that regard to my Honour, vyrhich you have 
always fliewn, I will wipe qff fo foul a Stain ; 
though I muft own, J gforied in it before. 
Immediately upon this, he defiyeci his Friend 
to go from him, an<J^ appoint the; ^ggreflbur 
to meet him early in the Morning* Accor- 
dingly, they met, and Fought ; incj the brave 

G 4 Youth 
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Youth diiarmed his Adverfaiy, and forced him 
to ask his pardon publickly. This done, the 
next Day h« threw up his Commiflion j and 
defired the King's Leave to return to his Fa- 
ther. At parting, he embraced his Brother, 
and his Friend, with Tears in his Eyes, fay- 
ing i " He did not imagine the Chrifitam had 
** been fuch unaccountable People j and that 
" he could not apprehend riieir Faith was of 
" any Ufe to theiris if it did not influence 
*' their Pradiice. In my Countrey, We think 
« it no Diflionour to aft according tp the prin- 
^ ciples of our Religion. 

Xhi Moral of this Story does not intimate 
to us, that we Ihould renounce our Chriftia- 
nity, to preferve an imaginary Honour ,■ but 
that we ihould lay afide ThtelUng^ ratfaer than 
forfeit our Title to Chriftianity, 
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N^ 16. Friday May 16. 17 18. 



miferas hominum tnenteis! OpeSfora decaf 
QuaUbus in tenebrit viu^ quantifque periclis 
Vegitur hoe ^w, quodcunque eft ! 

LUCRET. 




F Ignorance be the Mother of De^o- 
tion^ what will become of the 
Learned ^ Thus by coupling a 
fliort Qjieftion with a Proverb, 
-which has long paiTed Current through the 
World, it immediately lofes its Force, and re- 
tains not the leaft Appearance of Truth, to 
recommend it. It is certain, that the Au- 
thoiir of this Saying could be no Free-Thin- 
kers and I fufpe^ him to have been fome 
crafty Pope, or at leaft a Jefoit. Let us there- 
fore give this notable Proverb a right Caft, by 
taking off the Fallacy ^ and circulate it a-freih 
for the Vfe of Proteftants thus : Ignorance is 
the Mother of Superftkion. This Propofition is 

as 
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as True, as the Other is Falfe ; Fpr a blind 
Worihip, cannot properly be called Devotion, 
^y more than a Blunder will be allowed to 
pafs for Wit. 

The mferiour Herd of People, even in the 
Politeft Countries, are mere Indians in Com- 
parifon : Yoa ntay pot them oflF with Shells, 
aad Pebbles, or any Trumpery; and make 
them believe there is an Intriniick Value in 
the moft inconfiderable Baubles* But then, 
with the very fame Pains we take to impofe 
upon thefe Wretches, they may be taught to 
diftinguiih Gold from Drofs, Vertue from 
Vice, and Religion from Superftition; Nay, 
the Mind of Man will be more eafiTy led into 
the Knowledge, and Apprehenfion, oF pkin 
&nple Truths than it can be brought to ac- 
qtiiefce in perplexed, and fpecious, Errours. 
It is therefore an unpafrdonable Crime, in the 
more Knowing, if upon any Occafion, they 
make Uk of their Learning to feduce the Iff 
norant, and entice them through aookcd By- 
Paths, out of the dire<% High-Road of Know^ 
ledge. It is our peculiar Happinefs, that nei- 
ther the Laws of the Land, nor the Maxims 
of Chriftianity, nor the Principles of the Re- 
formation^ influence us in the lead to Prance 
lb inhuman a Deceit upon any of our Fellow 

Creatures r 
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Creatures: So that They, who amongft us 
are Gtiilty of fuch Bafenefs, remain withoot 
Excufe. And let me tell Boneft Trimbanttts^ 
if the groffer Underftantlings, who have little 
or no Lei&re, and perhaps lefs Inclinationi 
to learn, are contented to take all their No- 
tions upon Truft; He iliould, at leaft, give 
them Implicit Truths, iince they are, to the 
full, as cheap as Falihoods; and, ^nitely 
more convenient for Society. 

Talk with the Vulgar^ but Think wtth the 
Wife I ikys a grave Spaniard. This is the Pn*- 
dence of a Slave ; and may be allowed, upon 
the Principle of Self-Prefervadon, in a Coun- 
trey, where Tyranny and the Inquifition 
con^Mre to make Reafon a Capital Crime, 
But it would £bew a Poor Spirit, either to re« 
itommend or prai^ce fuch a fervile Caution, 
in a Free Nation ; fince every BritM not only 
may, but has a Right to, Think Ahud. If, 
therefore^ my old Acquaintance Trinobamtus 
has not the Courage to open 'his^jVIouth a- 
gainft a Popular Errour i let him, nleaft, have 
the Paflive Honefty to be filent, and not ftand 
op to gainfay the Truth, by the Hour. Let 
him not rife, as it were^ by Night, to fow 
Tares in the Ground, where the good Hut 
bandnian has been at the Expence and La- 
bour 
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bour of fowing Wheat, in the Heat of the 
Day. The Propagating of Errours, of Su- 
perflitions, and vain Fears, amongft the Vul- 
gar, is by far a meaner Cheat, than tiiat of ut- 
tering Bafe and Counterfeit Money. 

Thefe ReflcAions rofe within me, upon 
Reading a late Article of News from Pariu 
A young Fellow, it feems, fell (there) from a 
Key into the River, and was drowned : the 
Watermen could not find the Corpfe, in order 
to have it buried : Hereupon the afiUiSled 
Mother was advifed, to ftick a Confecrated 
Candle in a Saint Nicholas Bun, and to fet it 
afloat in a Wooden Bowl, with a Recommen- 
datory Prayer to the Saint ^ being affiired, that 
the Bowl would ftop in the Current, and 
hover over the Dead Body. The Stream, ne- 
vertljelcfs, bore the flaming Taper againft a 
Boat laden with Hay : This occafioned a Fire, 
which deftrpyed about Thirty-four Houfes, 
befides Shops ; and might have b^n attended 
with more fatal Confequences. I mufl; ob- 
ferve here, that Saint Nicholas is the great 
Patroa of Mariners, and has done Wonders 
on Board many a Ship ; But it would feem, as 
if he had not much Regard to Frefli-W^ter 
.Men, and did not condefcend to protect Bar- 
ges, and Lighters^ and ?fiuch l^(s to.fteer a 

Brown- 
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Browii-Bowl upon a River. How far his Cre-»' 
dit may have fulfered by this Negligence, I 
know not ; but, if I might advife the P^r/"/?- 
fl»x, they fliould never truft him with a Lights 
ed Candle again. 

There are two fliort Paffages in the Let- 
ters of Monfieur Vatin^ a noted Phyfician, for- 
merly living at Taris i in which he rallies the 
Superftition of the People upon the Comet, 
which appeared in the Year Sixteen Hundred 
and Sixty Four. The Midnight Mafs (fays he) 
has put the whole Town upon talking of the Q?- 
viet^ which every one^ who had a Mind^ has 
fren. They will all take Colds by fia?uiing in 
Crouds upon the New-Bridge by Three a dock in 
the Mornings to gaze at it j and afterwards will 
throw aU the Blame upon the Cornet. In another 
Letter he writes to his Friend ; That there is a 
miserable ^uack^ who {without having the Tear 
of Gody or of Mf«, before his Eyes) has the Im^ 
pttdence to fell publickly Anti-Ecliptick and Anti- 
Cometick Pills. 

We Proteftants have our Follies and Do- 
tages, as well as the Papifts. Not many 
Weeks paft, a great many gay Ladies began 
to have very ferious Thoughts, from the Ap- 
prehenfion of an approaching Comet, denoun- 
ced through every Street, by the noify Haw- 
kers. 
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knrs* And how many Female Hearts Siiateci 
vnder the late remarkable Eclipfe ? And as for 
our People of the loweft Rank^ 6>r want of 
due Care to inftruft them, they are wprfo 
than HottentoU. Language^ of a bad Kind^ 
indeed) they have ; their articulate Sounds be-* 
kig^ in a Manner, all Blafphemy, and BilUHf- 
gate: Underftanding top they have; but Co 
})erverted, that they would be more reafona^ 
ble Creatures^ if they could exchange it for 

Inftina. 

There is no Doubt, but the Evils and Ab* 
fiirdjities, ariiing from Ignorance and Supcrfti^ 
tion, might in a great Meafure be remedied 
if the Men of Genius and Learning, more 
cfpecially They, wbofe inuncdiatc Concern it 
ought to be, would fet about it in good £ar«- 
neft* As the Neceflaries for Life and Health 
are but Few, and to be purchafcd at eafy 
Rates ) fo tiie Wifdom and Knowledge, re- 
quire for the Welfare of Society, lies in a 
narrow Compafs, and Level to very mean 
Capacities. Suppofe fome of the moft fami- 
liar and evident Truths in Natural Pbilofo- 
phy, . particularly concerning Meteors, and .the 
Sun, Moon, and Sms^ which fo n[iuch aflo- 
mSk and terrify the Vulgar^ and fome of the 
plain, Fundamental Maxims of a Free Govern^ 

ment ; 
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ment: together wldi the moft obvious and 
Praftical Precepts of Religion and Morality j 
fuppofe, I fay, a little Parcel of foch Know- 
ledge were made up into Proverbs, to be feat*- 
tered amongft the People, and inculcated to 
Children from their Infimcy : I am perfwa^ded, 
tijiis Expedient alone would y^fy much contri- 
bute to prevent, for the future, the great 
Scarcity of Commoq Serife ip Britqiny as well 
as to difpofe the People to Vertue ; without 
which we can never long continue a Flouriib- 
ing Nation. 




N"" 17. Mnndaj, May 19- 1718. 



VUcet enim Heilor ille mihi NdyianuSy qui 
pon tantm huMi fe Utatur^ fed addit ttiam^ 
4 Imdato n)iro. Cicn* Epift. 



^>L^m^mm^m^>mmtmmmmm0* 



T is no fmall Satisfaction to the 

Free -^Thinker ; that through the 

Courfe of his Correfpondence, he 

receives Letters from (everal Parts, 

fome to applaud his Attempt, and fome to en* 

courage 




rqj^C^, 
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courage and confirm him in his Refolutions; 
There are indeed^ amongft his Friends, thofe 
who chide him a little, out of a laudable Im*- 
patience in the Caufe of Vertue, when he 
gives up a Paper wholly to the Diverfion of his 
Readers. Neverthelefs it is his Opinion, that 
moderate Relaxations from Wifdom and Phi- 
lofophy (like Play-Days in a great School) 
are equally requifite to the Teacher and to 
the Difciples. And as he has (by Nature) 
a competent Referve of Years to compleat his 
more ferious Ledures in, before the Decline 
of Lifo overtakes him ^ he choofes to proceed 
leifurely, and infenfibly to wear out the &- 
veral Prejudices of his Countreymen. 

I am pleafed to find, that amongft the 
young Gentlemen in both out Univerfities^ 
there are fome brave EngUJh Spirits, who grow 
up in a manly Freedom of Thought. In Ju» 
ftice therefore to them, as well as for my own 
Credit, and at the fame time to ataimatb 
others by their Eicample, I fhall publiih one of 
' their Letters* 



Cambridge^ 
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Cambridge^ April 11. 17 18* 

Mr. Free-Thinker, 

IDefire the Sympathy of Affedion, you 
have raifed in me towards you, may 
plead my Excufe tor troubling you with This. 
Whoever you are, fuch manifeft Indications 
of a generous Mind appear in your Under- 
taking, that every one ought to efteem you, 
as a Man of Publick Spirit and Sedate Cou- 
rage; fince you not only contribute your 
own Endeavours, but infpire Others, to 
rcfcue Reafon from Captivity, and to extri- 
cate Truth from the Snares of Sophiftry. 
Unlefs we employ our Capacity to examine 
freely into Things, in what do we excell 
other Animals ? He, that fupinely acquiefces 
in Opinions, and refts under every Notion 
impofed upon him from his Childhood, is 
like a Perfon, who lies motionlefs under a 
Load of Lumber, which he has Strength 
enough to fliake off; and yet, through Fear 
or Lazinefs, never attempts to rife ; or elfe, 
like a Sluggard, who choofes to dream away 
his Life in a Dungeon of Darknefs, while 
the Gates lie open before him, and he might 
enjoy Liberty and Day- Light, if he would 

H ^ only 
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only be at the Pains to get upon his Legs 
and walk out. 

* New Opinions at firft meet with a cold 
Reception, even amongft Men of Letters j 
*nd yet, I doubt not, but by the Affiftance 
of the Trae Free-Thinkers, many Propofi- 
tions, which are at prefent received as Axi- 
oms, will in time be reje^ed as Abfurdities. 
Let us not defpond from the Prevalency of 
Authority : If we look back into Antiquity, 
we (hall find. That Tyrant (though it has 
often ufurped an Arbitrary Power over hu- 
man Underftandings) has as often been de- 
poied. Arijiotk himklf^ who W2ls the Grand 
Monarch in the World of Learning, and 
whofe Word was a Law, has long ago been 
forced to fubmit to Reafon. At the fame 
time, I am fenfible, the Man, who will be 
a bold Adventurer after New Truths, ov 
rife up to dethrone old Errours, will have 
the hard Fate to fall under the Cenfure of 
Many j and ihould therefore fteel himfel^ 
before-hand, with Integrity, and learn to 
contemn the Reproaches of the Malicious 
and the Ignorant. I remain, SIR, 

Your faithful Friendy 

and WellwiJheTy 



C. C 
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These are the Sentiments of ati Honeft 
Scholar, whdfe Studies will turn to the Advan-* 
tage of his Countrey . And it were to be wifli ^ 
cd, that thofe Students, whofe Hearts are others 
wife difpofed, were employed in Work-Houfes 
tt> carry on our Manufaiflures, inftead of abu- 
fing their Leifure over Books, in Colleges. 
When the Temper of a Man is bafe and difin-^ 
genuous, the Happineis of Society requires his 
Underflanding ihould not be cultivated { and 
a liberal Education ihould never be allowed 
to Slaves. 

The fucceeding Epiftle likewife comes td 
Ixie from the fame Place ; but upon a very diA 
ferentSubjed: And may very properly relievfl 
the Gravity of the Former. 

5 J R, Cainbridge^ Mijf 3. 1718* 

« '^"[Otwithflahdittg I am aft utter Stranger 

* 1 11 to you, yet I hope you will pardon rae 
^ when I tell you, that I have an Ambition to 

* enter into a Gorrefpdndence with you j 
% which, though it begins but oddly, may im^ 

* prove into fbmething more worthy your hkn 
f rice, when I recover my Senfes^ 

* I have. Sir, for this Twelvemonth paft^ 
I refidcd in this famous Nurfery of learning i 

Ha * wher< 
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where with Pleafure I have proceeded in an 
uninterioipted Series of Pholofophical, Claf- 
fical, and Poetical Studies ; when about Six 
Weeks ago, I was accidentally wounded by 
a randome Glance from Angelica^ which 
(like a Sun-Beam froni a Cloud) darted 
from beneath a Patch at the Corner of her 
Left Eye. From that Moment, I turned my 
Back upon the Nine Mufes at once ; and have 
made my Addreffes wholly to her. I fear 
the inhuman Coquette will be the Death of 
me : I find by her Carriage flie has nothing 
but Malice in her Heart, and ftudies to kill 
her Man, to compleat herfdf fdr a Toaft- 
I no fooner begin my Complafnts, than fhe 
throws up her Head with a fcornful Toff, 
and bids me be gone ; then, becaufe I have 
it not. in my Power to vanilh in an Inftant, 
fhe rifes with a Stamp and a loud Crack of 
heir Fan, walks two or three Turns in a Fret 
over the Floor, and taking her Hoop in one 
Hand in a great Fury, Ihe fqueezes fidelong 
through a Paflage Two Yards wide. Imme- 
diately after, her Maid trips in, and lifps 
out to me, that her Lady is gone to Bed. 
So I am forced to retire, wifliing her the 
fweet Reft, I cannot take. And whereas, 
before this Misfortune, J was counted a 

^ good- 
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good-natured Lad j now, through Rage and 
Defpair, I knOck down the Porter at the 
College Gate, and quarrel with my Chum 
every Night. 

* Now, Sir, Angelica is very lovely, and 
commands as many Caps as the Vice-Chan- 
cellour. She has a lively brisk Air, a ready 
Wit, and dreffes to Perfedlion : So that no 
Body blames my Paflion, while every one 
pities my Condition. I have read all the 
Moralifts about the Government of the Paf- 
fionsj and the more [ read, the worfe I 
grow. My Phyfician advifes me to let 
Blood, and live upon Lettice and Spring- 
Water. My Tutour advifes me to go into 
the Countrey : But I will not ftir, till I hear 
from you. Therefore, Dear Sir, I defire 
Your charitable Advice ; and that you would 
be fo kind as to let this Letter, with your 
Reflexions upon it, have a Place in your 
Paper. Angelica perhaps ( (he being your 
conftant Reader) may by this Means be in- 
clined to pity, SIR, 

Tour mo^ difconfokte^ 

humble Servant y 



MiSERABILIS. 
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N. B. She talks French : Pray, Sir, do 
you think it proper for me to learn 
that Tongue ? 

Unhappy Youth, 

I Am no Stranger to the Havock Love makes 
in the Bread of a Student ; and know with 
how much eafe a Beauty may tyrannize at 
Catnbridge. Therefore, whatever may be the 
Merits of Angelica^ beware how you make 
your felf and your Charmer miferable, by pref- 
fing her to make you happy too foon. To 
prevent This, I wilh I could prevail with her 
to aflure you, if you will have a reafonable 
Degree of Patience, and goe on, like a good 
Boy, to mind your Studies, that Ihe will, all 
in due time, reward your Conftancy. If this 
will not do ,• I advife you, by all Means to 
joyn your Phyfician*s Prefcription to your Tu- 
tour's Counfel, in order to a more fpecdy Cure: 
Or, if you can perfwade the Fair to leave the 
Town J a codling Dyet and a Courfe of Ma- 
thematicks nuy reftore you to your felf* I 
am not of Opinion the French Tongue can be 
of any ufe to you in the prefent Cafe : For,, if 
your Paflion encreafes, you will foon be re- 
duced 
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duce4 to SigbS) and think even the beft Eng- 
UJh in%ni£cant. I am, SIR, 

Tour moft faithful Triendy 

and humble SeroMt, 

The Free-Thinker. 

N^l8. Frid^.Aiayiy 1718. 



Iniquus judex efty qui aut inroidet aut favet. 

CicER. Orat. 




T requires the utmoft Skill in 
Free-Thinking, to be able to conv- 
pare Things and Perfons together, 
l^jl in fo judicious and equitable a 
Manner, as to (hew the Advantages and Dif^ 
advantages, the Perfedions and Imperfecti- 
ons, the Beauties and the Blenciifiies, on both 
Sides ; efpecially, confidering how difficult it 
is to prderve a Neutrality of Judgment be- 
tween the contending Opinions of the Gene- 
rality of Men, who upon every remarkable 

H 4 Occi- 
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Occafion applaud and condemn in the Grofs, 
without Difcernment. This Equality of 
Mind cannot be better illuftrated, and recom- 
mended, than by giving an Example of it. 
And as I have not yet obliged the Men of 
Polite Letters, with any Critical Entertain- 
ment, I fliall (for this Purpofe) pitch upon a 
Comparifon made between the Two Difcour- 
fes of Monfieur de la Motte^ and Madam Da- 
cier^ upon the Works of Hotner ; fince it is, 
from one End to the other, full of Candour, 
as well as Penetration. It was comp&fed, 
when the Wits of Parif were in the Height of 
their Fury, on Both Sides of the Queftion ; 
and (if we except what is faid in Favour of 
the French Language) may pafs for an unpre- 
judiced Comparifon. Befides, the Perfor- 
mance is fo concife and elegant, that it will 
be, at once, a Leffon, and an Amufement, to 
the Ingenious. 

MADAM Dacier has the Advantage in 
Point of Erudition ; flie quotes a great 
Number of Authours, who, in different Ages, 
admired Homer: Monfieur de la Motte pre- 
tends to have the Advantage in Point of Rea- 
fon ; allowing no Appeal from that in Mat- 
ters of Wit and Genius. Madam Dacier is 

not 
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not for criticifing upon an Authour, in whofe 
Favour fo many great Men have declared 
themfelves ; and, if Religion were the Quef- 
tion in Debate, ilie would have the fame Ad- 
vantage over Monfieur de la Mottey that the 
Catholiques have over the Proteftants. Mon- 
fieur de la Motte thinks it injurious to found 
Senfe, to admire any Thing upon the Autho- 
rity of another, which does not in its felf ap- 
pear worthy of Admiration. 

Madam Dacier^ by writing with a great 
deal of Warmth againft Monfieur de la Mottey 
has let flip fome of thofe Advantages, which 
from her Knowledge in the Greek Language, 
flie might have taken over her Adverfary: 
Monfieur de la Motte has, by his Moderation, 
made Reprifals upon Madam Dacier^ for the 
Advantages he loft by his Ignorance in 

Greek. 

The Difcourfe of Madam Vacieris more Sim- 
ple, and more Natural : That of Monfieur de la 
Motte is more Artful, and more Laboured. The 
one is crouded with Quotations ,- and the other 
is filled with Reflections. Madam Dacier feems 
to have undertaken the Defence of Homer 
for no other Reafon, but becaufe flie under- 
ftands Greek • Monfieur de la Motte feems to 
have attacked Homer^ only becaufe he does 

not 
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not underfiand the Language, in which that 
Poet writ. The Majority even of thof^ 
who know nothing of Greeks have declared 
for Madam Dacier. There is but a fmall 
Number of Perfons, ieveral of which do not 
underftand Greeky who fide with Moofieur di 
la Matte* It is equally forprizing, to fee a La- 
dy take the Part of Homery and a Member of 
the Academy attempt to bear him down. 

Madam Dacier does not gain fo much Re^ 
putation by defending Horner^ as Monfieur de 
la Motte loofes by attacking him. The Seve* 
rity, which appears in the Difcourfe of Ma-- 
dam Dacier^ makes one apt to fufpei^ that 
ihe has not advantageoufly fupported a good 
Caufe : the Politenefs, which is vifible in the 
Difcourfe of Monfieur de la Motte^ makes one 
inclinable to wifh, that he h^d undertaken a 
better Caufe. 

Madam Dacier lias ratfed her felf above her 
Sex ; and by defending Horner^ ihe has perfbr*- 
med more than is expe^ed from a Woman^ 
who is not fuppofed to enter into the Depth 
of Learning, nor to poffefs the Greek Lan- 
guage : Monfieur de la Motte^ by filing upon 
Hotner, has done an Injury to the Reputation 
he had, of being one of the mofl learned Men 
in the Kingdom* 

Hotner 
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Hmier is not to be admired in every Thing ; 
and it had been more advifeabie in Madam 
Vacier to give him up in feme Points, which 
Ihe endeavours to juftify. Homer is far from 
being fb inconfiderable, as Monfieur de la 
Motte feems to liquate ; and he might have 
attacked iiim with greater Succefs^ if he had 
known how to Value him more* 

The Criticifm, which Monfieur de ta M&tU 
has writ upon Homer^s Poem^ will neither bin* 
der it from beii^ read, nor take from its true 
Value : The Reply of Madam Daciery to the 
Difcomrfe of Monfieur de la Motte^ gives a dif* 
advantageous Notion of it; but^ upon the 
Perulal of it, though you approve it not 
throughout) you will find in it very excellent 
ThingSt Therefore, you are neither to judge 
of Hamer^ by what Monfieur de la Motte fays 
of him ; nor of the Dilcourfe of Monfieur de 
la Money by what Madam Dacier fays of it. 

Madam Vaaer is as extravagantly pleafed 
with the Iliad of Horner^ as fhe is difpLeaied 
with the Difcouife of Monfieur de la Motte. 
He is neither fattsfied with the Iliad of Horner^ 
nor with the Difcourfe of Madam Dacier. 
Monfieur de la Motte has given us the Charac- 
ter of UomeTy as juftly, as if he had read Him 
in Greek : Madam Dacier , therefore, has tran- 

flated 
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dated this Poet well^ (ince it is from her Ver- 
(ion, that Monfieur de la Motte has been able 
to form fo juft a CharaiSer of Homer. 

Monfieur de la Motte draws in his Readers 
to condemn Homer y with a great deal of Art: 
Madam Dacier canonizes every Thing that Ho- 
fner (ays, by the Examples, which flie cites 
cut of the Scripture. Monfieur de la Motte 
proceeds with more Addrefs ; Madam Daciery 
with more Authority. They are both equal- 
ly prejudiced ; the one is blind to the Defers, 
the other to the Beauties, of Homer. 

Monfieur de la Motte is too fparing in his 
Conceflions, in Favour of the Greek Language, 
which he does not underftand, in < order to 
Raife the French^ of which he is (o great a 
Matter : Madam Dacier gives the Greek Lan- 
guage, which ihe underitands, fomewhat too 
great a Superiority over the French^ of which 
flie is a great Miftrefs. 

The Greek Tongue is more copious, and 
has a greater Strength, than the French : It is 
the Language of a polite Nation, which had 
a Tafte for every Thing j for Arts, for Scien- 
ces, and for Pleafures. 

The Latin Tongue has fomething Mafcu- 
line, and Sinewy ; it is the Language of a 
People deftined to Rule over Mankind. 

The 
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The French Tongue is as foft, as numerous, 
as mufical, as the Greek ; and far more natu- 
ral : It is more regular than the Latiny and 
has neither its Drynefs, nor Affeftation. 

The Publick loofes nothing by the Qjiarrel 
between Monfieur de la Mottey and Madam 
Dacier. On the one Hand we are taught, to 
have a Deference for Notions univerfally re- 
ceived through feveral Ages, by Men of a 
diftinguiffied Merit : On the other Hand we 
leai-n, not to receive the moft ancient, and 
the moft authorized Opinions, without Exa- 
mination. This Difpute likewife ihews us^ 
how far unwary Minds may be byafled by 
Prejudices. Madam Dacier^ for Inftance, ex- 
cufes fome Paflages in Hofner^ by producing pa« 
rallel Examples out of the Bible ; as if the 
Scripture propofed them as proper Embellilh- 
ments in a Poem. Monfieur de la Motte com- 
pares the Fre?u:h Language, with the Greeltf 
which he does not underftand 1 never confi- 
dering, the Abfurdity of drawing a Compari- 
fon between two Things, the one of which 
he is ignorant of. He is offended with certain 
Metaphors, and Comparifons, proper to the 
Greek Tongue ; as if they muft, of Neceflity, 
have raifed the fame Kind of Images in the 
Minds of the Greciam^ as they raife in us. 

To 
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To conclude: Mon&nr Je la Mattt has, 
through his Temper, deferved from Madam 
Dacier a more gentle Treatment : Madam Dit- 
cier, by her too harlh ExprelEons, feems to 
have given Monlieur de la Motte a Right of 
Saying difobliging Things of her j if any Pro- 
vocation can jufiiiy a Man for laying afide his 
RefpeS towards a Lady. You fee, by this 
Parallel, that one may Efteem Monfieur de la 
Motte, without being ignorant of the Grteij 
and take the Liberty to difier, fometunes, 
from Madam Dacier, though one be well ver- 
fed in the GreeH. 
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/ muji therefore Recommend it to you^ tbaty in 

your feveral StationFy and Countries^ you will en^ 

dea'vour to quell that Spirit of T>ifaffc6fion^ 

which our Common Enemies are fo indujlrioux 

to Foments 

His Ma jefty*5 Laft S * e e c h to 

, Both Houfes of Parliament. 







OnsideHikg the Lenity of the 
Government, and the known Cle- 
mency of the King, after a moft 
unnatural Rebellion ^ it might rea-^ 
fonably have been expeded, that by This 
Time there would be very Few, or rather, 
no Difalfie^ed Perfons, remaining within the 
Nation^ more efpecially amongft the Coun- 
trey People, who have no Dependance upon 
the Court, nor ever think of purfuing an In- 
tcreft There; and who befides have never 
^ce his Majefty*s Acceffion) had the leaft- 
Caufe to fear any Moleftation from Thence, 

either 
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either in their Private Concerns, or in the 
Enjoyment of any Property or Privilege be- 
Idnging to Them by Law. No fooner is this 
Refle&ion made, but Every Reader will be 
able to affign Reafons for the Continuation of 
this Difafifedion. To omit therefore the more 
obvious Occafions of This Evil, I Hull enter 
upon a Confideration, which is little attended 
to, and yet will never fail to have a very great 
Influence in alienating the Affedions of the 
People from the Government, or in reconci- 
ling them to it. 

The Nobility and the Gentry of Great-BrU 
tain have (moft of them) taken up a Method 
of Living, quite different from what was 
prafticed by their Anceftors. Travel the Na-* 
tion over in the Summer, and you will hardly 
find a tx)rd, a Knight, or a Squire, at his Seat ; 
and a Duke is a meer Outlandilh Creature, a 
Sight not to be feen in a Coimtrey-Church 
above once in an Age. The Landlord is al- 
moft every where grown out of the Know- 
ledge of his Tenants, and is as great a Stran- 
ger to his Mannour, as if it were a Plantation 
in the In^es. In the mean time, tiie Steward 
tyrannizes over the Farmers and the Peafants, 
in the Abfence of his Lord, and the whole 
Care of the Allegiance of the Parifli is turned 

over 
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ovfef to the Parfon j whb, if hie happens to fan- 
cy himfelf one of the Royal-Priejihoody or a 
Lineal Succeffour of the Apoftles, will be apt 
to play Texts of Scripture againft Aifts of 
Parliamertt, and fet the La^V and the Gofpel 
at variailce, iefpecially upon the Dodrine of 
Obedience. The natural Confequence of this 
Modern Negleft of the Countrey is, that the 
Peoplfe gl^ow Churlifli, think the Times hard^ 
the Government illegal, the Gteat Men Plun- 
cferers, and the Courtiers their fworh Enemies. 

If therefore the Landed Men, who are welt 
intentioned to the Prbteftant Succeflion, could 
be prevailed upon, during the Recefs of Pari- 
liament, or the Lorig Vacation at leaft, ttt 
live ambngft thbir Fellow-Freeholders arid De- 
pehdantsi thfeir Difcontents would fdon cleat 
up, and their groundlefs Jealoufies would va- 
nifli. The Middling People of England arfc 
generally Good-natured ahd Stout-hearted j 
and, for this Reafon, With a little Cotidtfzen^ 
tion and kind Treatment frdni their Superi- 
ours, will eaiily be foothed into Temper, when 
any Coercions of Law fliall prove iheffe<aual 
to that PurpofeS. Upon this Account it may 
be ui'ged as a Duty, incumbent rpon all Gen- 
tlemen of Eftates, to beftow fome Endeavours 
yearly to cultivate Peace and Good Neighbour^ 

I hood) 
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hood^ in their ieveral Difbidis ; while the King 
is employ 'd in the Great Affairs of State at 
Home, as well as in negociating Treaties, and 
fettling Alliances with Forreign Powers ,• in or- 
der to fecure to us a lafting Tranquillity. 
Indeed the fiiameful Non-Refidence of our 
Countrey Gentlemen is as unjuftifiable in 
Equity, as it would be in a Prince to live a 
perpetual -Stranger to his SubjeAs in a diftant 
Land, and have no other Thought about them, 
but to drain their Purfes by his Vice-Roys and 
Deputies. 

Befides thefe General Confiderations, which 
. will hold good in all Times, there is a parti* 
cular Reafon for Reviving the Old EngUJh Hof- 
pitality at prefent. There are fome perverfe 
Britont who have traniplanted their Allegiance 
to a Popijb Pretender. Thefe Gentlemen, be- 
caufe they are unfaihionable at St. Jamef\ re- 
main upon their Refpeftive Efiates, and fpare 
no Pains nor Coft to feduce their Neighbours 
with Beef and Beer. By this Stratagem, 
though but a handful of Men, they overmatch 
whole Crowds of Indolent Patriots, who think 
to acquire the Reputation of faithful Sub- 
jefts, as fome obtain the Name of Good 
Chriflians ; the one by their Afliduity in faun- 
tering about the Court, and the Other by their 

Oflen- 
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Oftentatious Appearance at Church t while the 
Real Service of Religion and Government is 
promoted by neither of them. But, tore- 
turn to the Men of a pernicious Hofpitality { 
If my loving Gountreymen will think a lit- 
tle freely upon their Civilities^ they will 
have no more Reafon to thank them, than 
a Famier would have to make a Bow to the 
Squire in the Morning, who made him drunk 
over Night, to over-reach him in a Bargainb 

To put a Stop therefore, in fome Meafure^ 
to the Growth of the remainihg Difafife^ion 
in fome of the remoter Parts of the Kingdom> 
and to wear it out by Degrees 5 if our Fine 
Gentlemen cannot all of them be perfwaded 
to lay afide their Avarice or their Ambition 
for a few Weeks, and to vifit their Inheritan- 
ces s yet, methinks. Gratitude ihculd oblige 
as many of them as hold Eafy and Lucrative 
Employmeiits, or enjoy any confiderable In* 
come of any Kind from his Majefty*s Bounty, 
to go for Two or Three Months into their 
different Countries^ and take fome Pains to 
tieliver the Ignorant People from the Infatua^ 
tion, in which they have been thus long fo 
artfiilly detained. The Minifters of Statft 
indeed, and fome few inferiour Officers, can« 
£ot be fpared from their Attendance 9.t Courts 

I 2 and 
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and the Buflnefs of the Publick: But there 
are great Numbers, who might as well be iii 
their Graves as within the Compafs of thd 
Bills of Mortality, for any Service they now dcJ 
either to their Prince or their Countrey. The 
King has no other Means of communicating 
himfelf, of being known to the Multitude 
of his SubjeAs, but by his Courtiers and 
Perfons of Diftindion in the feveral Parts of 
his Dominions. Thofe therefore, who have 
a perfonal Knowledge of his Vertues, as well 
as Obligations to his Bounty, and cannot find 
in their Hearts to do Juftice, once in a Year, to 
his Merits amongft the deluded well-meaning 
Inhabitants of Market-Towns and Villages^ 
but content themfelves with eating the Bread 
of Idlenefs, ihould be 6bliged to wear Badges^ 
like other ufelefs Subjeds, who fubfift upon 
Parochial Charities. This makes me blufh 
for the Frugality and Lazinefs of a Noble 
Lord, who always declines going to his anci- 
ent Seat, becaufe he happens to be a Lieu* 
tenant of the County, in which it ftands. 

The late King of France would not fuffer 
his Servants to bury the Talents he gave them ,• 
and, notwithftanding he was an Abfolute 
Prince, He thought it a very requi/ite Piece 
of Policy to oblige his OflScers and Govef- 

nours 
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nours of Garrifon-Towns, to ingratiate them- 
felves with the Inhabitaiits, and conciliate 
their Good Will towards him, by living Hof- 
pitably amongft theno. When Count Magga- 
lotti had been fometime Govemour of Valen- 
i'lemtet, he began to think of Hoarding, an^l 
(as Vrjdcn exprcffes it) to Pocket up his Prince. 
To palliate his Avarice, he writ to "Monfieur 
"Louvois (then Secretary at War) to inform 
hinr, that his Health was not very good, and 
that his Phyiifians adviled him to leave off 
Set-Swppers. When the King was told of 
this, he replied to the Secretary; Let the 
Govemour know my Opinion is. That it 
will be for his Health to have Suppers : And 
the Count, upon fecond Thoughts, followed 
the King's Prefcription. 
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In RegCy qui re^e regfty necejfaria [unt dm 
haCy Anna 'videlicet ($• Leger ; quibus utrtmque 
ten^usy Bellorttm ^ Pacif, re^e pojjh gt&ema- 
ri : ittrumque enim ijiorum alterius irtdtget attxi- 
li&i quo tarn res militaris pjjit ejje in tuto^ quditt 
ipfa Leges ufu Jhrmcrum (^ PrdfiMo pojint eJJe 
fervatx. Bractoh. 



^ R O M what has been faid in the 
£ foregoing Paper, it appear^ that 
I there are a great many deluded 
I People in the Nation, who have 
taken up a blind Refolution, to be out of Hu- 
mour with the Government, let It govern 
which way It will j and that this Set of Men 
is like, not only, to continue in this froward 
Difpofition, but to grow more numerous, fo 
long as the Friends of the Conftitution eftrange 
Themfelves from the Countrey, and the dif- 
loyal Gentry take the Advantage of their Ab- 
lence, to propagate Difaffe^ion. This Con- 
fidera- 
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fideration^ alone^ was fufficient to induce the 
Parliament, to continue for a Year longer, a 
greater Number of Forces in Pay, than would 
be requifite, were we all of one Mind, and 
not divided in our Allegiance. This Precau- 
tion, in the Legiflature, has, nevertb.elefs, 
given a very fpecious Occafion to the Sworn, 
and the Forfwora, Enemies of the Proteftaqt 
Succeflion, to raife farther Jealoufies in weak 
Minds ; and to make their artful Confederate^ 
pafs for Patriots Here, while They expe^a the 
Reward of their Loyalty from beyond Sea. 

The Clamour induftrioufly fpread, by the 
Fadious, againfl the Proceeding of the Parlia- 
ment is Twofold: Firft, That our Liberties 
are given up, and the People Burdened with 
needlefs Taxes to maintain a Standing Army 
in a Time of Peace and profound Tranquil- 
lity : And then. That the A£t for punifhing 
Mutiny and Defertion fets the Military Power 
above the Civil Magiftrate, and nukes JVeft-- 
minfter-JIall truckle to a Court-MartiaL In- 
flead of Anfwering, One by One, the De- 
clamatory Arguments, which have been made 
ufe of, both in Difcourfe and in Print, to fup- 
port Thefe Two Falihoods, I fhall go a fhor- 
ter and a plainer way to work. In order to 
this, I muft deflre the Freeholders of Great 

I 4 Britain 
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Britain to lay out Two Pence, for their In- 
formation, upon the London Gazette of Satur- 
day the Twenty Fourth InftaQt i in which they 
will find An Abftra^t of the Aii for punijhing 
Mutiny and Defertion ; and An ExtraSi of the 
Rule^ and Articles his Majefly has been pleafed to 
efiahUJh^ for the better Government of the Land^ 
forces for the Tear lyiSt The careful Pennial 
of which may fave them many a Broken Head 
and many a Pouqd Sterling, before the Year 
is expired* At the fame time, to compleat 
their Studies upoa this Point ; I wifh I could 
prevail upon them to disburfe Two Pence 
more for the following H^fle^ions of their 
Good Friend and Well-Wiiher, The Free- 
Thinker^ who fatigues liis Brain in the Hot 
Weather foi- the Prafperity of Old England. 
For their Encouragement, I ihall take care 
to inftruft tl^^m with as little Trouble to 
themfelves, as poffible, and make up my 
Obfervations into Three Paragraphs of a mo- 
derate Size. 

Firft then: We all know very well (not* 
withftanding the Affefted Ignorance of many) 
that neither our own People, nor the Poten- 
tates of Etiropey are in a Settled State of Tran- 
quillity: Though it is to be hoped, a little 
Time, well employed, may put an End to 

our 
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our DomeAick Animofities^ and free us from 
the Appreheofions of any fiorreign Ruptures. 
Befides, the Parliament has not granted a 
landing Army to his Majefty j but only al- 
lowed the Forces to be continued for One 
Tear ; referving to Themfelves the Power to 
reduce them as They fluU think convenient^ 
after the Expiration of the Term limited. 
In the next Place^ our old Cautious Englijb 
Proverb allows us to Truft every Man fo far 
as we can fee Him : Now the Parliament did, 
before the laft Seflions, intruft the King 
with very Large Powers ; and we have feen 
with what Moderation and Equity he ufed 
Them for our Prefervation. The Wifdom 
of a Nation is to judge when they have a 
Prince, who may be confided in, and when 
not: For a groundlefsjealoufy, and aground* 
lefs Confidence, manifefts an equal Degree 
of Weaknefs : And the Man, who ihall enflave 
his Reafon to any Maxim, will often be re- 
duced to the utmoft Folly in his Condud. 
Therefore, though it be a very jufl Policy 
in general to difmifs an Army in Time of 
Peace, in a Free Countrey j yet there may be, 
even Then, concurring Circumftances, which 
would make it Madnefs to aA by that 
Maxim. 

In 
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In the fecond Place: The moft Popular 
Cry againft the F«rces for This Year, is raifed 
from the Danger our Liberties may incur 
from Them. And yet, it is remarkable, 
that the Perfons, who are pleafed with the 
AA for continuing Them, are the Men, who 
have hitherto been blamed for their too great 
Jealoufie of the Prerogative; and the Loud 
Clamourcr sagainft the Army are the Men, by 
whom our Liberties have been fo often 
brought into imminent Danger. Another Con* 
fideration I would throw in here is. That 
all Armies depend Chiefly upon the Pferfons, 
from whom they derive their Subfiftence' 
And the only Danger which can arife to any 
People from an Army, is when It depends 
fingly upon the Crown : Therefore, all fuch 
Danger is obviated, when the Army's Sub- 
fiftence is given by Parliament only for a Year. 
It may be objeded, indeed, that no Man can 
promife, that a Difciplined Body of Men, 
with Arms in their Hands, ihall not tranfgrefs 
the End of their Inftitution, nor ever turn 
their Weapons upon ( I will not fay their 
Matters, but) the People, who pay Them. 
But it is obvious. This Obje^ion is equally 
ftrong againft all Armies, at any Time, and 
upon any Occaiion : Since it is as difficult for 

any 
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any Man to anfwer, that an Army railed in 
Time of War fliall quietly lay down their 
Arms, when a Peace is concluded; as it 
would be to promife. They fiiall not abufe 
their Power, when continued after the War 
is ended. It may be farther obferved here. 
That the Government of the Army in Great 
Britain is like the Government of the State ^ 
in Each of which the King concurs in the Le- 
giflative Part, and is fingle in the Executive 
Part, of Government : The Force of a Procla* 
mation depends upon a Known Law ; and. 
The Articles of War are founded upon an 
A^ of Parliament. 

Thirdly : Since the Legiflature thought it 
prudent to keep up a more than ordinary 
Number of Land-Forces for this Year,- it was 
abfolutely neceffary there Ihould be a Law 
made to enable a Court-Martial to punifli 
Mutiny and Defertion, as well as a great 
many Diforders, which Soldiers, when not 
chedced with Severity, will be apt to com- 
mit 5 and which the Civil Power cannot lb 
effe^ally reflrain. Without fuch a Law, 
the Army had not only proved intirely ufelefs j 
but the Common Soldiers, as foon as they 
came to underftand, that the Officers could 
not make good their Conunand over them by 

Law, 
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Law, would have become fo many Bands of 
Plunderers, as they are Companies or Regi« 
ments, in their feveral Polls about the Coun- 
trey* Neither docs the Mutiny- Ad (as has 
been ghren out) in any wife obfirud the 
Courfe of the Common-Law, but come in 
to its Aififtance, where it may be deficient : 
And (which deferves particular Notice) the 
Liberty and the Property of the fubjed was 
never fo well guarded and fecured in any for- 
mer Law of this Kind, as in the Prefent Ad, 
and in the Articles of War grafted upon it. 
To conclude ; it would be happy for the Na- 
tion, that there was no farther Occafion for 
the Prefent Eftablilhment of the Troops j and 
what has been faid, has been only with a De- 
fign to undeceive the People, and to bring 
them to fuch a Temper, that the Civil Ma- 
giftrate may be able to rule them by the Or- 
dinary Methods of Equity and Juftice. There- 
fore let me advife my Countrey-men, who ear- 
neftly defire to be freed from the Burden, the 
Expence, and the Danger of an Army, unani- 
pioufly to comply with the only Condud, that 
can prove efifedual to this End ; and that is, 
by a ready and cheerfiil Obedience to the 
Government, to make It as able, as It is Wil- 
ling, to Reduce the Army* 

Mondayy 
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^z Ineto not Cato^ &; W ^ft toa$( ruOe, 
^fiat bate men toen lier Omflftultt. * 

Chaucer; 

To the F R E E T H / iV X E R- 
S 1 Ky May 3. 1718; 

T A K E it to be the Duty of every 
^ One to be as ferviceable^as he cati 
^ conveniently, to Mankind ; and I 
^ doubt not, the free^Tbinhr will 
always be gkd of an Opportunity to fetve 
Particular Perfons, as well as the Publick^ 
fo far as his Leifure will permit. This Con- 
fideration has induced me to defire you will 
be pleafed to publilh a ihort Ledufe upon 
the too common and £ital Indifcretion of 
Apprentices Marrying Servant- Wenches, be- 
fore their Time is expired. A great many 
Gentlemens Sons are yearly ruined in the 
City by this Folly ; and the Hearts of many 

«fbnd 
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fond Parents opptdTed with a Sonx>w and 
Diiappouitment^ they cannot often fur* 
mount, by feeing the Hopes of their Family 
wedded to a Beggar. Neither is Poverty 
the leaft Evil in this Calamity : fince it is 
obferved, Thofe mean Creatures generally 
make the Worft of Wives, 
^^our Humanity, I am perfwaded, will 
incline you to indulge me in my Requeft, 
when I tell you, I have a Brother, an Ap- 
prentice in Town , who is far gone in a De-^ 
fign of this Kind, much unbecoming his 
Fortune and his Family : It is for his Sake 
I am fb urgent; hoping you may prevent his 
Ruin. This is the laft Expedient I can have 
Recourfe to, in order to (ave him. He holds 
your Papers in great Efteem ; and I am well 
afiiired, your Thoughts upon his Raihnefs 
and Inexperience will have their due Weight 
with himi as they will in the moft partly 
cular nunner oblige, 

Mr. FREE-Th INKER, 

Tour confiara Readeir^ 

and very bumble Servant y 



A. Y. 



4. 
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From the Infornuition of this Letter I may 
prefume, the Reflexions I fliall fubjoyn to it> 
may be of ufe, not only within the Cities of 
Umdori and Weftminfter^ but like wife to young 
hopeful Squires in the Countrey. To Think 
Freely then upon This Occafion,* the Wd* 
fare of the Publick is indeed very little^ if 
in any Degree, concerned in the Marriages 
of Private Perfons, let their Choice be never 
£0 uniiiitable, as to Birth and Fortune ; pro^ 
vided (till our Fellow Subjeds marry with 
one another, or at lead with fuch Precaution^ 
that the Wealth of the Nation may (till re- 
main entire. But then, as every good Citi- 
zen in his whole ConduA confiders the Com- 
munity in Things, that relate to itj every 
Member of it likewife, in Concerns of a more 
private Nature, owes a Regard to his Fa- 
mily, fo as to do nothing, that may dii^ 
credit his Relations, or bring a Burden upon 
theixi) or render him ufelels to them: Since 
the Harmony of Society is very much pre- 
ferved by keeping all Difcord, as much as 
poflible, out of the feveral Families, which 
conftitute the Whole. 

Having given my young Difciple the Trae 
Philofophy of the Cafe, recommended to me 
by his Brother ; I know it would be ncedleis 

to 
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to fuggeA to him the commbh Topicks ijiade 
life of to ihew the manifold Intobveniences 
of a very difproportioned Marriagis. I ihall 
therefore c^r to him a Coniideration not 
very obvious : And it may be of fervice to 
him, if he will give me Credit for the Truth 
of the following Refledion> to a part of 
which I doubt not of his Aflfent ; and a fe\^ 
Years more will convince him of the whole; 
Generally ipeaking, Love wholly governs the 
Prime of our Years ; and in our Youth we 
thinli it the Sum of all our Felicity : But as 
we ripen into Manhood^ we foon find another 
Paifion^ equally itrong, ihoot up in our 
Hearts i which likewife will grow impatient 
to be gratify'd in its Turn. I mean a lauda- 
ble Ambition to acquire fuch Wealth, Ho- 
nours, and Reputation, as are fiiitable to our 
feveral Ranks and Profeflions. Beware there- 
fore, if you defire to be happy in every Stage 
of Life, how you cut oflF all yoiir future 
Hopes, and for a flowery Spring refign at 
once your Pretenfions to the rich fucceeding 
Harveft. 

Love and Fortune are Two Blind Deities-: 
The one can as feldom be taught to difcover 
Imperfedions in the admired Objed, as the 
Other to diftinguifli the Merits of her Vota- 

ries# 
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lies. No Paflibn Will liften to a long Dif 
courfe; and this ihort LefTon may have its 
defired Effed, when a laboured Eflfay might 
prove in vain. A Word to the Wife is fuffr 
cient'y and a Volume is thrown away upon 
the Inadvertent. Not to be lavifli therefore 
of Reafon, and Philoibphize to no Piirpofe, 
I fhall entertain my Readers with a concife 
Epiftle, writ by a pleafant Old Gentleman to 
his Nephew^ upon an Occafion not fbrreign to 
the pr6fent Subjeft. 

Oear Toi^, 

^ T Am forry to hear Thou art fo aukwardly 

* X in Love with Sufan. It was my Misfor- 

* tune, when I was juft fuch a Colt as Thou art, 

* to fteal a Wedding with my Mother's Houfe- 

* Maid. The Honey-Moon, I muft tell Thee, 

* was foon in the Wane ^ and a tedious Quar* 
^ ter of dark, ftormy Nights fucceeded: For, 

* what the Wench wanted in Fortune, ihe 
^ made up in Spirit abundantly. I riiuft let 
^ Thee into another Secret : There is not 
*much Wedlock without fome Jars: Thou 

* art no very fturdy Lad ; and Sufan is a no- 

* table ftirring Lafs : And I can alTttre Thee, 
^ by woeful Experience, when a Wife has 
f been trained up to handle a Broomftick or 

K ^ a Mop- 
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^ a MopftaflF tightly, the Husband will often 

* have Occafion to curfe her Dexterity, If 
*Th6u wilt take my Word, Sir Harrfs 

* Daughter will prove not only a more Cre- 
^ ditable, but a mwe Tradable Lady* I 
^ have done my Dbty ^ and hopt Thou wilt 
^ not difregard the Friendly Warning of thy 

* loving Uncle, 

T. JOLL¥* 

To the Autbaur of the Frse-Thinker. 

S I R, April 19. lyiSv 

* T Muft own I am v6ry iftuch taken with 

* X your elegant Reflexions upon Lavinia's 

* Converfe with her Glafs ; and admire your 

* comparing her to a Florift. There is fome- 
^ thing very inftruftive in that Allufion : For 

* the moft beautiful Flowers are loon Full- 
^ blown i and as foon begin to fade. You 

* would do well to let your Female Readers 
^ knoW) bow long after Fifteen, they may ex- 

* peX New Beauties fliould difclofe them- 

* lelves ; as likewife, that after the fatal Time 
^ you ihall prefix, there will be much Vanity^ 
^ no great Curiofity, little Pleafure, and lefs 

* Wifdom, in frequently confulting their Flat- 
! tering Oracle. 

Toars^ 

L. L; 
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M Y worthy Frierid^ Mr. L. L.* has put a 
fcverer Task upon me in this Letter, than 
he afligned me in his * Former. Woe be 
to The Free-Thinker y fliould he dare to point 
out that hateful Period, whith every ohe 
drives at a due Diilance bektrt her^ and re^ 
folves never to overtake it. Befides, Beau* 
ties are more or lefs durable according to their 
Complexions, and more efpecially according 
to the Ctimate they are raifed in. I take a 
true Englijh Light-brown Beauty to be more 
durable, and to hold Its Bloom beyond thofe 
of the Growth of any other European Climate* 
Of this I may take an Occafion to difcourfe 
more at large hereafter. In the mean time 
I bieg leave to put my ingenious Correfpori- 
dent in mind, that Looking^Glaflcs are now 
brotght to as great a Perfeftion, and as many 
Degrees of Nicety^ as Spedacfes* There are 
Artificers can fuit any Lady*s Age and Com* 
plexion with a Glafs from Time to Time, 
with fo much Juftnefs, that ihe fluU at a mo- 
derate Expence, once in a Year, be able to 
preferve her Face in all the feeming BloOm* 
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of Fifteen; for her own \5k and Amufement, 
till Ihe is reduced to look through one Gl&fs 
upon another. 



N° 2Z. Frid^, Jme6. 1718.* 



Compojitum jus^ fafq; ammo ; fan^ofq-^ recejjus 
Mentis ; (^ inco^utn generofo peSfus honejio : 
Hac cedd, ut admoveam tempHsj ^farrc Utabo. 
Pers. 



5 S my Title gives me a Liberty of 
3 ranging through every Subjeft,wor- 
g thy the Thought of Man ; fo Re- 
§ ligioHj the moft important of all 
Subjcdls, comes peculiarly under rny Pro- 
vince. I fluU therefore allot fevcral of my 
Papers to Inquiries upon this Head. And, I 
hope, the Perfons, whom I often endeavour 
to divert with left ferious Entertainments, and 
efpecially my Readers of the Fair Sex, will 
not be difplealed, if they are now and then 
brought to hear a fiiorc Sermon on a Week- 
Day, 
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Day^ without the Danger of catching Cold at 
Church, or the Fatigue of rifing too early in a 
Momifig to come to it. As for that Learned and 
Reverend Body of Men, who are our Settled 
Inftrudlours in Matters of Religion, I cannot 
(without affronting Them) fiippofe. They 
will be in the leaA offended with my meddling 
in thefe Affairs, or think that I invade their 
Peculiar O&c^i fince I wholly yield to them 
the Privilege of Teaching in Publick, with 
the fmolum^nts that attend it 5 and willingly 
fubmit my felf to bp an attentive Hearer, when 
They fpeak from the Pulpit. I only claim, 
upon the Prote(lant principle, (which I would 
fuppofe them all ^^ealous for,) a Right of 
Thinking and Judging for my felf, where I 
my felf am moft concerned ,- and the Liberty 
of fpeaking from the Prefs what I think not 
only True, but Necelfary to be fpoken free- 

Whenever I treat of Religion, I fhall take 
all the Care I can to keep inviolably to my 
Charader of a Free-Thinker ; and neither fuf- 
fer my felf to be led away on one Side by a 
Fondnefs for Singularity j nor, on the other, by 
as weak an Attachment to what niay juftly 
be called Popularity in my Notions. I ihall 
not fo much attend to what is accounted Re- 

K 3 ligion 
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ligion by th^ M^ny, zs to the Enquiry af^ 
what is True Religtoe^ and ought to be v^ 
ceivfd as fiicfa. If ever I enter into the for- 
mer Cooiideration, it fliall be only to examine 
whether That) which is commonly impofed 
upon the Worl^ for Religion, is the Real 
Thing, or Somewhat of a difierent Nature. 
Neither ihall I think my felf obliged, out of 
any Re^)ed to Great Names, to palliate what 
I take to bo the Truth, for fear of contra- 
<|i^g what They may (by their Author 
rity) have fet up in the P4ace of it. In 
^^ Et^UJb^ I will not (in Complaiiance 
to any JPerfens) put out my own Eyes, 
becauie I cannot fee Things in the fame 
Light and Colours, in which fome affirm 
They fee them. I knovy no Rule to judge of 
Religion by in the General, but Reafon ; nor 
of the Chrifiian Religion in Particular, but the 
New-Teftament. And as every Man is to atir 
fwer for his own Principles, and fubiequent 
Anions, and not Others for him ; fo ought 
every Man Himfelf to know why he beUeves 
or Pi€ts; and not to think it fufficient, that 
Another undertakes to know it for him. From 
hence I conclude,^ that it becomes every Man,^ 
who would proceed like a wife Man, by cboo- 
fing his Religion on Subftantial Grounds, and 

not 
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pot merely that he may be in Fafhion in the 
Countrey where he lives, to think of his 
Perfwafion with the utmo^ Freedom ; that 
'% without Prejudice. 

The Perfon, who furveys Religion with 
this uiiloya&d Temper of Mind, will find it. 
to be as diftant from tfie Madno^ of the En- 
tbufiaA, and the Folly of the Superftitious 
Man, as it is from the moft ejctravagant In- 
fidelity of thjB Atheift. Nay, he wili . far- 
tber difcover, that thefe di^rent Extremes 
are at the Bottom owing to one and the fame 
Caufci the j^eflea of Thipking freely, and 
the permittitig <3( Prejudices to interpofe, md 
darken the Triith« 

ATHEISM is ccctaitily owing to as 
grofs Prepofl^ilions as can be imagined. It 
h taking up an Opinion, that there was no 
Crcatour, and that ther^? is no Goveraour of 
<he World, qport the moft abfurd Suppofiti- 
00s I againft all the Principles of Reafon, and 
agakift all the Arguments arifing from the 
Beauty, Order, and Defign, whiph arp Vifible 
in all the Parts of the Creation. U is even 
againft the Intereft of every Man, who, lives 
up to the Dignity of his Nature, that Athetfrr^ 
fitould be true : Which is a plain Proof, it 
muft be owing to fome ftrong Prejudice, 

K 4 over- 
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over-powering both Reafon and Intereft, that 
any one is an Atheift. 

There are in the World Two Sefts of 
Atheifts, very different in their Charaden 
There is the Vicious and Immoral Atheift, 
who. is only againft Jleligion, becaufe Reli^ 
gioh is againft him. He hates to be confined 
within the ftated Limits of Reafon and Good 
Senfei defires an unbounded Freedom of Ac- 
tion } would have all Pleafure and Happinefs 
meet in Himfelf, and values not what happens 
to Others, provided it does not afk£t him. It 
is not (urprizing, that fuch a Libertine ihould 
endeavour to perfwade himfelf, that there is 
no Government or Wifdom in the Univerfe^ 
becaufe his Actions contradid every Maxim, 
which Order and Wifdom would require ; and 
becaufe, if there be a Wife Governour, he 
has every thing to fear from him. 

But then, there is the Vertuous ( I had 
almoft called him the Religious) Atheift ; who 
delights in Goodnefs, and in every Thing, that 
is Reafonable and Beautiful. He loves Man- 
kind ; he is Social and Publick-^^Spirited : And 
even that good Temper of his prepares him 
to receive the Prejudices, that miflead him. 
(fe has been accuftotned from his Child- 
hood, to confound Superftitioi^ with Religion* 

It 
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It was Sujperftition he fucked in with his Milk : 
That was what he learned as Religion from 
his Nurfe; and having never examined the 
Matter nicely, he thinks Them ftill the fame. 
He finds That, which he miftakes for Reli* 
gion, to be monftrous, abfurd, deftrudivf to 
Mankind, and even impoifible ; and thence he 
concludes, that Religion (which bears a wrong 
Sound in his Ear) is fo too. This is great 
Prejudice ; but iuch as, I hope, is pardonable ; 
and eafier, much eafier, to be removed, than 
the Former, or than the Blindnefs of Super^ 
iUtion and Enthufiafhi. 

And therefore as Superflition and Enthufiafm 
arc in themfelves not only owing to very ftu- 
pid Prejudices, but are likewife chargeable 
with being the Caufe of the Kind of A- 
theifm, laft mentioned ; They are, I am afraid, 
the greater Evil of the Two. And I am the 
more induced to be of this Opinion, becaufe it 
ieems to be a much greater Affiont and 
Indignity cafl upon a Wife and a Good Being, 
to have an 111 Opinion of Him, than to have 
none at all ; to believe him to be an Evil and 
Fooliih Agent, than entirely to disbelieve ht$ 
Exiftence. 

ENTHUSIASM is a kind of an o- 
verweeniog, and groundlefs Perfwaik>n of be- 
ing 
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ing the particular Favourite of Heaven; of 
being Infpired from thence with every wild 
Fancy) that happens to fpring up in a warm and 
diftempered Brain ; for no other Reafon, but 
becaufe he imagines fo, and feels a Raptm-ous 
Pkafore in the Conceit of it. To one poflf^d 
with this Notion^ every Crime becomes Law-* 
§a\i and every Defign^ that turns up in bis 
Head, is a Divine Impulfe. He robs, he 
imirdcrs^ be overturns the World, if be can ^ 
and all is rights all is approved of God ^ and 
the blackeft Crimes are Glorious: A Devii 
is a Saint, and a Fury an Angd of Light* 
The Prejudice, that blinds him, is grO(s Ig- 
nontace of the Natuie of God, and an im^ 
meaiured Opinion of his own ExCelkncyf 
He thinks God capable of commandkig any 
thing ; and himfelf of performing every things 
He fancies God may turn Vertue into- Vice^ 
and Vice into Vertue ; make Truth Falfliood, 
and Fal&ood Truth ; and reconcile all Con** 
tradidions. He knows nothing of die Iiiiimita« 
Ue Reafon of Things ; and the certain Rt^ 
tude of the Almighty's Will, accoi'ding to 
which all his Anions are determined. The 
Enthufiaft dreams of nothing but Gifts, and 
Commilfions fiom Heaven. He imagines him- 
felf hr above the reft of Mankind ; worthy 

of 
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Af every Privilege from on High ; and alone 
fit to be the great Inffanment of Providence 
upon all Occafions. If he raifes Difhirfaan«^ 
ces in the State^ he is fent to convert the 
World by the Sword* If he exercifes hi< 
Power in Cruelty, he is the Scourge of God# 
If his Brain happens not to be filled with fuch 
vaft Schemes, be is fatisfied with fitting ftill, 
and contemning his Fellow«Creatures ; as be» 
ing far below him, in their Religious Progrefs* 
He alone converts with Heaven j he fees God ; 
he is a Prophet ^ he feels the Divine Spirit with- 
in him: And if he does no Mifchiei^ be does no 
manner of Good, in the Worlds It is enoi^ 
that be loves God, and finds a kind of a ien- 
fiial Pleafure in mufing upon his £xift«ice« 
By this he fenctes to himfel^ that he gains a 
high Degree in his Favow, though he obeys 
not one of bis Commandments ; though he 
A^ with no Concern for his Honour, nor 
6ot the Good of his Creatures. Tbns bis 
Vanity and his Ignorance unite to make him 
arrogant in the Contempt of Troth and Aea^^ 
fibn. 

SUPERSTITION is very different im 
ks Coiiiplexioa firom Bntbufiafm; as it haft 
more of Folly in it5 than of Madne^: Thougb 
they ase fi:equently fiwnd ta thrive together* 

It 
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It proceeds on Low and Mean Ideas of God* 
It brings him down to the Level of Mortal 
Men, and of the moft de(picable among them. 
It paints him as a Childiih and vain Being, 
pleafed with the Ofiering of Fools, with Flat- 
tery and Pageantry, with Gew-Gaws and 
Shows ; and what Men are fometimes taken 
with, it fuppofes Him likewife to delight in ; 
and even, in a Manner, to be bribed with fuch 
Trifles. Sometimes Superftition multiplies 
the Number of Deities, and ereds every 
Thing, that we fee, or feel, or tafte, or fmdl, 
or touch, into an Objed of Worlhip ,• and 
then animates and adorns thofe Idols with a 
Thoufand Frailties and Vices, with weak Paf- 
fions, and unmanly Pleafures. Sometimes It 
allows of One Supream Governour, but fur- 
rounds him with iuch Numbers of Inferiour 
Divinities, or (in the Modem Language) Saints, 
that he is almoft loft in the Crowd, and Inac- 
ceilible, unlefs it be through the Multitude 
which encircles his Throne ; and his Power is 
fo divided aniongft them, that very little or 
none of it feems to be left to Himfelf : He 
grows to be negled^ed, and his Minifters only 
regarded or addreffed to. And if Superftition 
does neither of thefe, but leaves the Unity 
untouched. It is fure to repreient Huir as the 

nioft 



hioft Capricious and Peevifli^ the moft unrea- 
fonable and Cruel Being, that can poflibly be 
conteived. And theft, the Service It teaches 
us to pay is propprtionable to the Deity it 
pre&nts to us. It confifts in (lately Domes $ 
in Confiimiftg Treafures to no End or Ufej 
in numerous Attendants fplendidly attired 5 in 
fending up Odoriferous Clouds of Smoke ; in 
deftroying the Beafts of the Earth ; in AbjeA 
and Cringing Pofhires ; in Cruelties upon our 
felves and others ; in every thing, that the moft 
ilavifh Imagination can invent to gratify a 
Luxurious, Vain, lU-Humour'd, and Tyran- 
nical Eaftern Monarch. The £ffe& of this is. 
Men foon grow to imitate the Impertinencies 
or Crimes, which they firfl make their Dei- 
ties Guilty of. But if Superftition happen to 
meet with Enthufiafm, (which we often fee) 
the Effeds are yet more Terrible. Then the 
Rage and Fury of the One joins to fupport 
the Folly of the Other. It immediately brings 
wiA it a Command from Above to deflroy 
all, who refufe the mofl ablurd Homage, 
and have the Infblence and Impiety to of- 
fer up to Heaven only a Reafonable Service ; 
fay what you will, the incenfed Power muft 
be appeafed by the Sacrifice of fuch hated Re- 
bels* Thus Men are ftirred up to Butcher one 

ano- 
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another for Religion ; they fancy Heaven is 
flksAd with their Zeal j and the World in thd 
mean while is filled with Bloodihed^ md Hor^ 
rouT) and ConfuGon« 

If a Man can but guard againft thefe diflfe^ 
tent Prejx^ffionsy He may arrive at True KE^ 
LIGION^ which is only negleded, becaufe 
it is rarely known. It fupports its felf by nc^ 
Ptejudice, nor Cuftom, nor worldly Powers 
but by pure Reaibn md Good Senfe. It leads 
0% from the Confideration of the Natiue of 
Things of the Beauty, Orfter, and Deiign^ 
which appears in the Univerfe, to the Belief 
of an Eternal, Powerful, Wife, and Beneficent 
Agent ; and to fuch a Service and Obedience 
as agrees with thoie Notions. The Service 
True Religion requires of us is, to imitate 
That Being in making our felves (like Him) 
Beneficial to all, who come within our Know- 
ledge. It never Purs us on Methods of fer- 
ving. Him, which are Deftrudive of the Hap* 
pinefs of our Species ^ but infpires all the 
Greatnefs and Largenefs of Soul, which can 
fill the Mind of Man, or blefs the World* 
Itt a Word, the truly Religious Man is the 
moft Rational, the mofl Generous, the beft- 
natured Creature living ; Happy within him- 
ielfy and Happinefs to Others about Him ^ he 

is 
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is free from the perpetual Anxieties of the 
SoperiHttQUSk the Wild Perturhatioaft of the 
EnthuHaft, and the comfortWs fto fp e ^ of 
the Atheifti And^ as he is in the faireft Way 
to be haj^y here, fo be «iU certunly be re* 
warded hereafter, if there be any Juftice in 
the Government of the World. This is the 
trueft Comfort, as it depends on the moA 
Immutable ^d Gonftant Being. So much has 
Religion the Advant^ of all the Schemes 
oppolite to if. 

I hare juft touched upon the main Tdpicks,' 
which I ihall enlarge upon in my foUowiag ' 
Papers on Religion. I ihall undertake the 
Defence of nothing but Religion truly fo eal- 
ted; and That 1 fliall' endeavour to refeue 
from the Impertinencies, WickedneCfes, and 
Monftrous Fables, which would pafo for It, 
and difgrace It to the Worid. 
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^i tecum cufis effe weos lAicunque libeUof^ 
Et comites long£ qturis habere vU ; 

Hos emCy quos arStat brevibus membrana tabeUis : 
Scrinia da magm ; me marus una capita 
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F all the Methods, which have yet 
been pra&iced to inform Mankind, 
and to convey Wifdom and Know- 
ledge to the Multitude, that of 
throwing out fhort Ledufes "from the Prefs, 
upon Stated Days, is by far more eflfe&ual and 
more convenient, than any other; firft, as it 
is more diflfufive, and takes in a greater Num- 
ber of Difciples, than can be inftruded by 
any other Expedient,- fecondly, as it leaves 
every One at Liberty to allot any half Hour 
in the Day to his Curiofity and Information, 
and cures the Infirmities of the Mind without 
Confinement^ Lofi of Ttme^ or Hindrance from 

Bufineff4 
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Bufinefi. Befides, It not only takes in Both 
Seioes, but likewife the different Ages, with-^ 
out Diftindtion: And though in Reality, It 
is never too late to learn ; yet Thofej who have 
had the Misfortune to grow Old in Ignorance^ 
may (in this Age of Ridicule) be put out of 
Gountenancte in a Publick School, when at 
the fame Time they would be glad to put 
oti their Speftacles at Home, and to have an 
Opportunity of Informing Themfelves in Pri-^ 
vate. If therefore the Art of Printing had 
been known, when the Anciieht Philofophers 
flourifheds it is very probable^ they would 
not long have contented Themfelves with 
reading Leisures to a Crowd at the Expence 
of their Lungs? when,^y the Afliftance of the 
Prefs, They might have fpoken to Nations^ 
iVith as much £af& as to a fingle Perfon. 

The Glory of this Modern Improvement 
was referved fot the Ifland of Great-Britain : 
And the Inhabitants can never fufficiently ac- 
knowledge their Obligations to the worthy 
Knight, who was the Firft Projedor of this 
commodious and popular Manner of infinua-^ 
ting Knowledge through the Kingdom; . It is 
owing to the Succefs of this Happy Inven* 
tion, that the Free-Thinker todkupa Refolu^ 
tion to make Philofophy the AmufemerfC 

L of 
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of Cofifee-Houfes, Tea-Tables> and AfTembliesr 
What recommends This Pradice yet farther 
is, that it is highly becoming a Philofophcr^ 
not only as it has iefs of Oilentation, than 
the Method ufed in the Schools oi Athens -^ 
but likewife, as it gives People more Leifure 
to confider coolly of what is taught^ than a 
tranfient Le^Sure by Word of Mouth, where 
the Attention is employed in following one 
Sentence after another, and h not, for that 
Eeafon, capable of retaining every Period as 
it was delivered, in order to make an unpre- 
judiced Judgment of the Whole. 

Thefe Obfervations lead me, in Juftice to 
feveral of my Readers, to undeceive the Pub- 
lick in an Expedation, which many rely upon ,- 
That I fluU colled my Papers into Volumes,. 
as I go on. Therefore, before it is too late, I 
think it fit to acquaint fuch, as may upon 
this Suppofition have negleded to compleat 
their Sets of fingle Papers, that I had formed 
quite another Defign to my felf from the 
Beginning. T-he Charader of a Free-Thinker 
is of too great Importance, either to be 
taken, up raflily, or carried on with Preci- 
pitation and Levity. It is of fo facred a 
Nature, that it obliges a Man to think Twicfy 
before he jfeah upon ferious Subjcds^ and even 

then 
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then to remain Willing to be Better Informed^ 
and Ready to retra^ any Miftake, wliich his 
own future Refledlion, or the Friendly Ad- 
monition of Others, may difcover to him. 
For this Reafon I have all along purpofed, firft 
to finifli my Whole Courfe of Free-Thinking, 
which (confidering the long Catalogue of 
Vulgar Errours I have by me) is like to prove 
a Labour of fome Years : This compleated; 
I intend to take a reafonable Time to revife 
my Lefibns ; and not to venture them into 
ftsnding Volumes, before I have taken all the 
Precautions I can, not to offend againft Trath 
in any of my Notions. 

The Free-Thinker has a due Senfe of the 
Greatnefs of the Undertaking he is engaged 
in ,• which makes him go on Leifurely, that 
he may proceed more Securely. It is a great 
Encouragement to him to find, that his Dit 
courfes are read in the remoteft Parts of this 
Ifland, and kindly received in the Kingdom 
of Ireland. It is high Time therefore, he 
fliould now invite all the Ingenious amoiigft 
his Fellow-Subjeas, to aflift in fo various a 
Harveft, where Labourers of every Kind may 
find Room to put in a Sickle. Whatfoever 
may contribute to promote Englijh Politicks^ 
to infpire a manly Religion, to inculcate 
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found Morals, to improve Arts and Sciences, 
to embcUifli Polite Learning, and now and 
then to engay Life with inoffenfive Wit, and 
innocent Amufements, becomes the Tme 
Tree-Thinker; whofe Philofophy fliould be 
equally difingaged from Libertinifm and Mo- 
rofenefs. 

As the Subjed of my laft Paper carry 'd me 
out into an unufual Length, 1 fliall this Day 
relieve my Readers and my felf, from too long 
an Attention, by concluding with a Letter, 
which I think needs no comment, and with 
Tw# fliort Copies of Verfes from my ua- 
known Correlpondents. 

To the FREE-THINKER. 
5 J R, 

* A Mongft the many Abufes, of which we 
^xV ftand uncorreded, I know none, that 
^ more deferves your Reprehenfion, than the 

* Incivility we are generally guilty of to Stran- 
^ gers ; a more notorious Inftance of which, I 
^ think, I never faw, than that, which hap- 

* pened Yefterday in one of our Publick 
^ Walks: Where a Lady, being at her En- 

* trance diftinguiflied by her Drefs for a 
^ Forreigner, had immediately the greateft Part 

^of 
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^ of the Compaqy running after her ; flaring 
^ full in her face, and making their Re- 
^ fledioQS aloud. I could perceive, fhe took > 

* Notice of this ; but moj:e witli an Air of 
' Pity, than Refentment ; and faid to her Com- 

* panion, I thought England had not been in the 

* Indies ! As this is a Fault more peculiarly 
^ charged upon our Nation, than any other, 
^ it is to be wilhed it were redreffed ^ fince it 
^ makes us defpifed by our Neighbours, who 
^ diltinguilh themfelves by a contrary Beha- 



* viour. 



I am, SIR, 

Tour Servant and Admlrery 

Middle Temple, Monday, 'W. ]VI, 

May 9. 1718. 

To a Young LADY, who promifed to 
Marry when the Spring came. 

JfOLL onye Month j fpeedfwift Thou tardy 

Spring ; 
And to my longing Arms Corinna bring : 
Corinna^ as the new-bbwn Blojfom fair ; 
&ft as the Vernal Breeze^ that fans the Air. 

L 3 My 
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M> eager Love impatieta of Delaffy 
Outflrips the Sim, and chides the Ungring Dant. 
The blooming Virgin liowsjhe will not wed, 
TiU every Field becomes a Bridal Bed. 

The r £ A-T ABLE. 

« 

In the Manner of Waller. 



pOETS invoke, when they rehear je 

Jn tuneful drains their pleajing Vreamr, 
Some Tabled Mufe to aid the Verfe^ 
And boajl of Heliconian Streams* 

2. 

But here a Real Mufe infpires $ 
The tepid Liquor, She imparts. 
Gives to the Brain Poetick Fires, 
And nobler Raptures to our Hearts^ 



mik 



While from her Hand each ravijh^d Gueft 
Receives his Cup with Vapours crown^d^ 
He thinis 'tis JoveV immortal Feafiy 
And Venus deals the Ne^hu' round. 

4- 
As o'er each Fountain (Poets fing) 

Some lovely Guardian Njfnph bears Sway^ 

Wl:o from the confecrated Springs 

Wild Beafis and Satyrs drives away : 

5b hither dares no Salvage prefsj 
Who Beauty's Sovereign Pow'r denies : 
Ally drinking here^ her Charms confefsy 
And own the Conquefi of her Eyes. 

6. 

When Fkctkus trfd his Herbs in vain 

On Hyacinth, had She been therey 

With Tea She bad revived the Swainy 

And made him live to die for her. 

L 4 Friday^ 
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N''Z4, Fridiff, June i J. 1718. 

I.. ■ — . > ■■ ■ — - — ■ -^ — ' - 

- Nm foffim fene^ Qmriuiy 



GriKam urbem. Juvek. 



S H E R E is 3 great Refemblance 
I between the Simplicity of True 
fi Religion, and the Plainnefs of 
g Good Manners ; as well as a Like- 
le Corruption of Them. Neither 
is it a wrong Obfervation, that They general- 
ly flouriih «nd decline together. True Reli- 
gion manifefts the right Difpofition of the 
Heart towards the Supreme Being j and Good 
Manners, properly fo called, ferve to exprefs 
our Good-will to Mankind. And as, through 
the Artifices of Somf, taking Advantage of 
the Ignorance of Others, the Spirit of Reli- 
gion is almoft loft in Superfthiion and Ceremo- 
nies j fo, through the Pride of Supfriours and 
the Servility of Inftriours, the Primitive In- 
jlitution of Good Manners is refined into Flat- 
tery, a £mtaftical Behaviour, and impertinent 
Forma- 
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Formalities. I have in a former * Paper re* 
commended to the Men of Quality and 
Fafliion the Revival of the Old Englijh Ho(^ 
pitality ; and wiih in This I could perfwade 
them (as a necelTary Qjialification for the 
Other) to reftore the plain, honed Good Bree- 
ding of their Fore-Fathers, and to value the 
manly Franknefs of a True Briton^ before 
the flaviih Politenefs of a Frenchman. 

Our Good-Breeding, of late Years, is become 
a Kind of Idolatry from Man to Man ,• and 
is univerfally underftood, by our Fine Gentle- 
men, to carry nothing of Benevolence in it. 
Common Civilities, that is, all the outward 
Marks of Efteem and Affedion, are paid 
from one end of the Year to the other reci- 
procally, by inveterate Enemies ; by the Man 
of a fair CharaAer to the moft profligate 
Wretch, and by the gfeateft Villain to the 
moft Vertuous Perfon. Whereas injuftice. 
Civilities ought not to be thus Common; 
except we mean to confound Vertue and 
Vice, and treat them as things Indifferent, 
or equally Commendable. There was a 
time, when our Englijh Spirits were lefs Sup- 
ple and more Friendly; when the Cap, and 



the 



170 T'/jtf f REE-Thinker. N°24 

• 

the Bow, and the Vifit, was always beftowed 
with Diftinftion, and accompanied with a ' 
kind Intention. Let me therefore exhort my 
Difciples, to endeavour to retrieve this Chafti- 
ty of Behaviour ; fince it is the fureft Mark 
of a Gallant Soul : And the leis it is in Faihion, 
the more Bravery does it require to put it in 
Pra^ice. 

It is by no means my Defign to encourage 
a furly and brutal Intercourfe of Life^ but 
to bring back my Countrey-men to the Home* 
(pun Good Breeding of their Anceftours; and 
to baniih the pernicious Refinements, which 
ijave been Imported from thofe Forreign Coun- 
tries, whfere Tyranny and Abfohite Govern- 
ment prevail* Thofe, who difdain to Fawn, 
will never Infult: and the Civilities proper 
for a Free People, are fuch as teach them to 
be neither Arrogant,* nor Abjed; fuch as an 
honeft Man may pay with Honour, and a 
Man of Senfe may receive without a Bluih. 
Therefore when the Courtier happens to in- 
vite a Farmer to his Table, and gives his 
Service to him in a Bumper, I am pleaied to 
hear the Elegant Plowman reprimand him by 
faying, H/V lj>ve if fufficieM. 

The greateft Part of our Modem Good- 
Breeding is either a glofly Servility,* or a 

folemn 
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^lemn Impofhire. Our very Highway-men 
have learnt to Rob in foch Court-like Phrafes, 
and with ib good a Grace^ that a tender- 
hearted Lady thinks it a Pity to profecute 
fiich Accompliihed Gentlemen. In the mean 
time, in Proportion as wc improve in thefe 
Exotick Refinements, our Vertue, our Power, 
and our Liberties moulder away jnfenfibly. 
Unmanly Politeneiles are the Growth of the 
Courts of Arbitrary Princes, and ihould be 
reje^d by Free States with as much Indigna- 
tion, as the very Laws of Tyranny ; fince the 
One are in Efife^ the Fore-Runners of the 
Other. This will appear more evidently, by 
taking a general View of the Hiftory of this 
loaded Politenefs, which I iball contrad into 
as Narrow a Compafs as I can. 

The bafe fervile Politenefs then, with all its 
glittering Train of Flatteries and Compliments, 
firft fiouriihed in the Oriental Nations, where 
even to this Day it is in the greateft Requeft. 
The dtddeansy the yiedfs^ and the Verfians^ car- 
ried their Civilities to the Excefs of Adora^ 
tion. The people of Europe were of a more 
Mafculine Spirit; naturally averfe to Defpo- 
tick Rule ; and exprefTed their Sentiments of 
Love, and Efieem, and RefpeA, after a more 
iimple and lefs fybmiifive Manner. Thus the 

Ancient 
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Ancient GreekSy who had been accuftomed t(^ 
that Equality by which Popular States fob- 
iift, reje^ed with Scorn the mean Submiifions> 
which the Kings of Perfia required of them> 
when they came to ferve in their Wars, As 
for the People of Itafyy though their Manners 
had been very much (bftened by a Mixture 
of divers flreek Colonies ; yet it appears that 
their Commerce with each other was main- 
tained more by Simplicity and Probity than 
Ceremony. Rome^ which was a Medley of 
Nations, for a long time was but very Rude 
and Unpolifli-d; while their Labours were 
wholly employed upon War and Husbandry. 
As tliey b^gan to be civilized by Laws, to 
apply themfelves a little to the Arts of Peace^ 
and to multiply ; Neceflity brought the Infe^ 
riour People to be Humble and Refpedful ; 
and Ambition made the Great Men Affable. 
At laft. Plenty and Luxury, and the Study 
of Arts and Sciences, joined tp their Inter- 
courfe with the Greeks (whofe ancient Vertue 
was degenerated into Politenefs) carried Ur- 
banity to its Perfedion, towards the End of 
the Common wealth. After which, it lan- 
guished by Degrees; and in the Decline of the 
Empire funk into an infipid, effeminate and 
difhonourable. Way of Behaviour. From hence 

the 



N°i4 T/'f Free-Thinker. lyj , 

the fordid Politenefles fpread themfelves firft 
into the ^uthcrn Parts of Europe, and in the 
End corrupted even the ftout hardy Tempers 
of the North ; and have at laft unmanned 
them fo far, as to make them fubmit to be 
treated like Bajlern Slaves. 

From tliis Ihort Sketch my Readers will 
fee, tliat there is a Medium to be kept in 
what is called Good-Breeding, if we would 
preferve our Vertue, and our Conftitution; 
and that the Rules of Civility ought to be 
very di&rent in England, from thofe pranced 
in France or Spain. Let us be cautious 
how we innovate too much in Genteelneffesj 
In particular, I hope We fluU never fee the 
meaneft Freeholder condefcend to Scrape, in- 
ftead of Knocking, at a Great Man*sDoor. 
and I cannot forbear taking the Liberty to ad- 
vife our very Fine Gentlemen to Mend their 
ii^nncrs, by becoming lefs PolJtfe. 
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VotentU paucorwn decus atque Ubertaiem fuam 
gratificari. Salluet. 



9 O compleat my laft Difcourfe, I 
s fliall entertain the Publick this Day 
5 with a fiiort Account of the Civi- 
I lities and Cei-emoniesof Politenefs, 
in Ufe amongft the Jiomans : Leaving to my 
Readers the Satisfafiion of running the Paral- 
lel between the modern Cuftoms and Thoie 
which were fafiiionable at fo great an Inter- 
val of Time ; as iikewife the Pleaiure of ob- 
ferving, how like one wealthy luxurious Na- 
tion is to another, notwithftanding tlic Diftance 
of Ages and Climates. 

The Great Men, who in the Infancy of 
Rowe were no otherwife diftinguiflied from 
the Lefler People, than as they owned them 
for their Proteiiours, and who were refpeded 
by them only from a Principle of Gratitude^ 
towards the Declenfion of the Republick, be- 
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came Lords over a Multitude of Voluntary 
Slaves, confifting of Avaricious Citizens, and 
Self-interefted Clients. At which Time the 
Servility of the Dependants, and the Hauglv- 
tinefs of the Patrons, confpired to carry Cere- 
mony to a great Excefs. 

The Man who purpofed to make his Court 
effeftually, was obliged to go every Morning 
to the Levees of tbofe Perfons of Diftindtton, 
whom he pitched upon for his Patrons. The 
Citizen, and often the Magiftrate himfelf^ 
went about from Door to Door to pay bis 
Morning Compliments to a Great Man ,• who 
in his Turn went out to tender the fame Ho- 
mage to another, greater than himfelf. In 
bidding Good-Morrow, the ufual Gefture was 
to lay the Hand upon the Mouth, in advancii^ 
towards the Perfon they falutedj in which 
manner too they paid their Adoration to the 
Gods ; but with this Difference, that it was 
not neceflary to be uncovered to the Deities, 
whereas the Grandees expe&ed, you ihould 
ftand always bare -head before them. It was 
likcwife a Mark of Refpeft to kils the Hand 
of him you waited on. The Military Men 
performed their Salute by Bowing their Wea^ 
ponS) when they were armed. But it does 
not appear that the ufual Salutation was ac« 

compa- 
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companied with any Inclinatiob of the Body 
or Bending of the Knee : Thefe Kinds of Sub- 
milfion were not introduced, till long aftei: 
the Overthrow of the Commonwealth. 

Thofe who were Levy-hunters, went al- 
ways drefled out in their Habit of Ceremony j 
which was a White Garment. The Porch 
(which anfwers to our Hall) was the Place^ 
where the Clients iifterchanged Civilities one 
with another, till the Patron was in the Hu- 
mour to be feen ; or till they received Notice^ 
that his Honour had made his Efcape from 
their Compliments, at a Back-Door. But if 
this Man of Importance thought it proper to 
give them fair Play, and go out at his Porch 
in a publick manner, his Court of Clients 
prefled about his Chair. Some (ignalized 
their Zeal in keeping off the Crowd ^ others 
diftinguiihed themfelves by endeavouring to 
get as near as poflible to his Perfon^ as well 
to fee him, as to be feen by him; Generally 
fpeaking, an Inferiour failed not to fland up, 
when a Great Man came into the Places of 
Publick Affemblyj to remain uncovered in 
his Prefence, and to place him in the middle j 
to give him the Right Hand in walking with 
him 5 to flop Ihort, if he happened to pafs 
by i to leave him a free PafTage, and the rifing 

Part 
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Pait of the Pavemeht, if hie thaticted to meet 
him in the Streets 

In payihg a Vifit, Ihe Vifitet was obliged 
to notify himfelf by a fet Form j after whicli 
Ife was admitted into the Apartment, by ah 
Officer, iA the Nature of an IntroduSbur* 
Neither was any One exempt from this Foi^* 
hiality, but by the Freedom of a gr^at Fami- 
liarity, or by the Priviledge of certain Pub-' 
iick Days, fuch as the Firft of January^ or 
the Birth-Day of the Patron,- for then, he 
gave himfelf up to receive the Compliments 
of AH, that came. Their Feafts and Enter- 
tamments had likewife their fettled Laws and 
Regulations, whieh ate liifficiently known, 
and would be too tedious to enumerate* 
When any One had the Honour of Treating i 
TGrandee, the choice of the Guefts was always 
left to Him ; and they were invited by th^ 
Hoft, in his Name. On the other Hand, if 
you were invited to his Table, you came irt 
your Habit of Ceremony. The Rule of Ci- 
vility confifted, not in offering to take thd 
Loweft Place, but iri gbing to the Seat allots 
ted for you by thfe Mafter ttf the Houfe* 
There was a Carv'ef always to cut up the 
Difiies, and to hfelp the Guefts ,• which was of^ 
ten performed to the Sound of Inftruments. 

M Th«r« 
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There was no coming at Employments, but 
by the Suflfrages of the People ,• which made 
the Ambitious Great Men very af&ble. They, 
who flood for Places, wete obliged to carefs 
the Meanefl: Citizen. The Gaftdidates, when 
they had firft received with Smiles all, who 
came to Compliment them in the Morning, 
went through the City to caiwafs Votes, 
dreflfed in White, and attended by their Re- 
lations, their Friends and their Clients. The 
Principal Magiftrates, who interefted them-^ 
felves for a Candidate, went his Rounds witli 
bim, and recommended him to the People 9 
while He (with a Prompter at his Elbow) 
ialuted every one by his Name, and em- 
braced tbofe he happened to^ meet in his 
Walks. 

In the Publick Places of Rendessvous, the 
Citizens pra&iced upon each other the Civi^ 
lity of Embracing and Kiifing : And generally 
meant as little, as We do, by thofe Cordiali- 
ties. This Method of Careffing, wliich was 
the Ordinary. Manner of Salutation, grew to 
be fuch a Nuifance, through the Number of 
unfavoury hearty Fellows, who difgufted the 
Fine Gentlemen with a Clofe Hug, that 77- 
berius was at laft obliged, in Defence of the 
Beaus, to abolilh it by an Edi^. But in all 

Proba- 



N°25 TJ&^ Free-Thinker. 179 

Probability, It Was hot long obferved j fince 
Martial complains of this Polite Grievance* 

Ndtwithftandiiig what has been (aid, I mud 
bbferve, to the Hondtir of the Romans^ that 
they gaVe the fame Reiped to Age as they 
jpaid to Quality, and never refiifed a due Rer 
verence to Grey Hairs. Their Modefly like* 
wife with Regard to th6ir neareft Relations 
Was fo great, that a Father, ox Father in Lawj 
was never ffeen to bathe with a Soixy or a Son 
in Law* 

From this General View bf the Civilities 
and Ceremonies praifticed in a very populous 
City, near Two THoufand Years ago, my 
Readiers will fee, that if a Degenerate Polite 
Roman werfe to rife and appear in London^ 
his Behaviour would not feem aWfcward to 
us; and that he might, withbut enquiring 
into our Cuftoms, either get a Place at Courts 
or make as good ah Intereft to ferve in Par- 
liament for London or Weftminjiery as any of 
the Prefent Reprefentatives. What I have to 
obferve farther to my worthy Gountreymen 
(as a Moral to the Whole) is. That this Brave 
People, who, while they preferved their Home- 
bred Simplicity, gave Laws to Mankind^ did 
iiot long maintain their Greatnfcfs, theif 

M 2 Vertue^ 
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'■■Vertue, nor their Libeities, after they bt- 
came fo exceffively Complaifant and Well- 
Bfed. 
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Dijfentientiuin inter fe reprehetifioftet non funt is- 

■ tuperanda : Maledi^a, contumelia, turn ira- 

cundU contentiones, concertatiomfque in dif- 

futando pertinacer, indigna philofopbta mibi 

•viderifoknU 

CicER. de Tin. bon.f^maU 

5 M niy Tenth Difcourft, the Love 
% of Truth ih Geheral is tecommen- 
i ded, as highly bfecomihg the Dig- 
f nity of Man, and as abfolutely 
neceflary to the Welfare of Society : In the 
Fourteenth, this Do(arine is again inculcated, 
and more Particularly explained : And in the 
Sixteenth, I have fubjoyned fome RefletSions 
to incite the Men of Scholarlhip and Capa- 
city to traffick altogether in Truths j- and never 
to veftd f alihoodi of arty Kind to the Vul- 
gar. 
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gar. Before I proceed farther in this Diftinft 
Set of Lectures, it will be very proper to 
give the Learned (whether Writers or Rea- 
ders) fome advice with Reference to Con- 
troverfial Books and Pamphlets; fince they 
alone have contributed more to obftiiKa 
the Progrefs of Truth, than all the other 
Volumes, which the Labour of the Prefs has 
brought into the World. 

When a Perfon of an uncommon Freedom 
of Thought has, in the Integrity of his Heart, 
taken up his Pen either to reftore an Exploded 
Truth, or to bring a New one to Light,' 
Numbers of a Self-interefted Reafon have^ 
with a profligate Zeal, ufed every ungenerous 
Artifice to fruftrate his Endeavours, and to 
juftify Falflioods. Therefore, that this fliame- 
ful Pradice (which brings fo. great a Difgrace 
upon Learning) may for the Future meet 
with ^fome Difcouragement, at leaft in a Pro- 
teftant Nation, I ihall throw together a few 
plain Obfervations to enable every Candid 
Reader to judge, whether a Controverfialift 
gives Fair Play to Truth ; and whether he 
behaves himfelf in the Lifts of Reafon as 
a Free-Tbinkery or as a Libertine. This may 
probably put our Skirmifliers, who have any 
Senfe of Modefty, more upon their Guard, and 

M 3 make 
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make them moreJFragal of their Reputation ^ 
fince the Confiderations I have to offer upon 
this Occafion, fliall be only the Refult of Com« 
raon Senie, in order to prefervc Common 
Decency $ and may therefore be received as 
the Standing Rules of Controverfy, never 
to be diipenfed with upon any Pretence wlut* 
foever. 

I muft premife, That the Defign of the 
following Remarks is not to teach the Art 
of Reafoning j no more than the fettled Laws 
of Combat teach the Skill of Duellings 
The Man^ who flvall engage Another with 
his Pen or his Swor4 is prefuppofed, in one 
Cafe to be a found L^ogician, ai\d in the other 
an expert Fencer 5 If it happens otherwife,, 
and he h foiled in the Con^^> he muft blame 
his own Rafiinefs for entring upon an Under- 
taking* to which his Abilities were not equal. 
But fincej^ in the Debates of either Kind, it 
is lefs Shameful by far to lofe the VicJtory 
Fairly, than to gain it by Foul-Play, let me 
recommend the following Reflexions to every 
Man, who defires to acquit himfelf like a 

Perfon of Honour and Equity in PenrCjii- 

valry. 

1* Every 
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1. Every Man bred to Letters fliould be- 
have himfelf at leaft as much like a Gentle* 
man^ in his Difputes, as a Man bred to Arms, 
in his Qiiarrels. Indeed the Scholar ihould 
be more fcrupulous than the Cavalier, of for'- 
felting his Honour ; fince a Pen outragioufly 
managed) is more pernicious than a Sword; 
in as much as the Happinefs of Mankind is 
more deeply interefted in the Prefervation 
of Truth, than in the Safety of any Private 
Perfon. 

2. There may be fome Allowances made 
for the Extravagant Sallies of a fudden Quar- 
rel { whereas it is not reafonable to make any 
for perfiftidg in a rafli Controverfy. The one 
often begins and ends in an Inftant, while the 
Blood is in a Ferment and the Dfecifion ad- 
mits of no Delay : The other cannot be 
executed to any porpofe, but with Leifure, 
and Thought, and much Recolleftion. The 
Controverfialift) who lets a Succeffion c^ Suns 
go down upon his Anger> aqd fuflfers his Fai^ 
fion to over-rale his Reafon for Days, Weeks, 
and perhaps Months, (not to fay Years) to- 
gether, is as unfit a Member of Society, as 
if he were in a Sftate of habitual Madnefs ; 
or in a worfe Temped of Mind ; which, in- 

M 4 (lead 
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fiead of Compaflton, merits the Deteftatton 
of all Good Men. 

3* Whoever undertakes to write againft aaor 
ther, ought to be very cautious bow he dif-f 
covers any Malice, or other Prcpoflelfion, 
towards his Opponent ^ fince his Arguments^ 
after fuch a Difcovery, will become as fuf- 
pe^ed to an Equitable Reader, as his Evi« 
dence agaiqft thQ fame Ferfbn would be, in a 
Court of Juftice^ 

4, The working up of Perfonal Reflexions 
with the Matter in Debate is as unfair a Stra- 
tagem, as it would be to fight with an enve<r 
nomed Weapon againft an Enemy, who fcoms 
fo bafe ao Advantage* Ijet Perfonal Re^ 
proaches. (efpecially if unjvovoked) be never 
fo True> they arc inconfii^ent, in fair Rea- 
fboing, with the Laws of Honour ^ ^and if 
Falfe, they cannot he iUgnwtired hy too 
black a Name. 

5. To change an Authour^s Words, and 
palm others of a different Import upon Him 
and the Readers; or to faliify the Context 
by Adding, Omittisig, Difplacing even a Sylla-^ 
ble, or by disjoining the Sentence ; all tbefe, 
or any other fuch Slights of the Pen, are like 
the Conveyances of i Jugkr, a Scholaftick 
Legerdemain ; and whoever is guilty of 

them^ 
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them. He ihould be marked for a Common 
Cheat. 

6. To charge a Writer with odious Confe- 
quences and prejudicial Implications, which 
are not necelTarily deducible from his Propo^ 
fitions, is a Crime of the fame heinous Na- 
ture with That of Bearing Falfe Witnefs. 

7* To load an Antagonift with invidious 
Names of any kind, till it be firft evidently 
proved, that in Propriety of Speech They 
belong to the Dodrine he maintains, is like 
prejudicing the Court in order to hinder a 
fair Tryal, and pervert an equitable Judg- 
ment. Therefore the Nick-Names of Atheifty 
Veifty Socinianj Republican^ &c* without pre- 
vious lair Proofs, muft be looked upon as 
the BiUingsgate of Controverfy, made ufe of 
to run down Innocence and Truth. 

8. Artfully to elude the Qiieftion in DiC- 
pute, by drawing off the Reader s Attention 
to Forreign Enquiries, or by perplexing the 
Argument with frivolous Subtilities and im- 
pertinent Digreflions, which it would be End- 
lefs as well as Needlefs to anfwer ; this Prac- 
tice (ufed with too frequent Succefs) mani- 
fefts the fame wicked Difpofition, as appears 
in vexing an Honefl: Man with a tedious Law- 
Xuit, by involving him in the Quirks and In- 

trica- 
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tricacies of Litigation, to defeat a juft Title* 
It is a mean tricking, Attorney-like Dexter 
rity, in managing a Controverfy. 

9. The Controverfialifts, who have been 
moft elaborate in puzzling the Truth, and 
putting a Glofs upon Errours and Abfurdi- 
ties, have for the moft part not wanted 
Acutenefs of Underftanding, but Integrity 
of Heart; and there appears a great deal 
more of Malice than Ignorance in their in- 
direA Reafonings. Neither is it a difficult 
Matter (with the utmoft Candour) to dif- 
cem whether a Polemical Pamphleteer is 
(in our blunt Phrafe) moft Knave or Fool j^ 
by attending to the following plain Direc- 
tions. Has he a common Peripicuity and Pro^ 
priety of Style ? A competent Share of Wit 
and Imagination ? Does he reafon Confequen- 
tially upon Falfe Principles ? Can he make 
the Moft of a weak Argument? Does he 
difcover a fufficient Stock of Reading and 
Languages to enable him to comprehend the 
Controverted Subjed? Does he apply art- 
fully to the Paflions and Favourite Prejudices 
of the People ? If fb, depend upon it, (let 
him fay what he will of his Sincerity) that 
his Errours are not Miftakes ; but the Refult 
of Choice and mature Prevarication* 

io» To 
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10. To fum up All ; The afcertaining of 
Truth is the Righteous End of Controverfy : 
And he, that engages in a Difpute from any 
other Motive, will feldom fail to carry It on 
with great Indecency and flianfieful Artifices* 
Neither is Truth it felf defended by Sophifti-^ 
cal Arguments with better Succefs, than a 
folid Structure is raifed upon a fandy Foun- 
dation. Nor does Vi<5iory any more juftify 
a Debate, than Conqueft faniftifies a War* 
Fair Controverfy calls in no Forreign Aids to 
aflift the Force of Reafon ; and differs more 
particularly fix)m every other fort of Warfare 
iq This, that it allows of no Stratagems. 

The Free-rThinker hopes, the Di(putes, 
which fliall hereafter come under the Prefs, 
will be condu<^ed according to the decent 
Reftri^ions contained in thefe general Obfer- 
vations : For which reafon They are humbly 
recommended to all Scholars, to be framed 
and hung up in tlicir Studies, that they may 
be continually reminded to keep within due 
Bounds when they write, and to judge im- 
partially when They read, Controverfial Dii^ 
courfes and Advertifements. And fince the 
mofl irregular Contentions are generally 
about Religion and Politicks; It is farther 
propofed, for the Prefervarion of Troth and 

Good 
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Good Manners, That the Offenders againft 
thefe Rules be pofted upon Church-Doors 
in the Firft Cafe ; and upon the Walls 
round the Court of Requefts and the Lob- 
bies of Both Houfes of Parliament, in the La- 
ter Cafe. 

Men of a Liberal Education {hould fcorn 
to be outdone in Gallantry by the Prize. 
Fighters. Their Challenges are conceived in 
the moft civil Language; and the Tryal 
of Skill is performed for the moft part with- 
out Enmity, though with great Spirit. Upon 
this Account a pleasant young Fellow would 
have me recommended to Controverfialifts 
this fliort Form of advertizing their Works, 
fome time before-hand. 

Whereas B. H. an approved Mafier in the No-, 
hie Science of Heafomng, has in a late Difcourfe. 
affinned. That Men are but Me«j / A. S. will 
not fail to reply in Vrint^ with all convemenf 
J^edy to thii Bold Afferter i defiring fr$m the. 
Candid Headers only a clear Judgtnent, with 
firid Attention, and from Him no Favour.. 
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N° 27. Monday, June 23.1718. 



S te lam allicere ad re6le faciendum nonpoteft, 
ne vietui quidem a fadijjimis faSiis foteft avocare, 

CicER. Philip. 



'm:^ 




Ho EVER undertakes to Think 
Freely, muft Think Slowly j or hfc 
will often make more Hajle than 
Good Speed. Precipitation is com- 
mendable only in a Courrier, or a Running- 
Footman ; who are required no more to em- 
barrafs Themfelves with Thought, than a 
Rein-Deer. The true Philofopher muft al- 
ways proceed with a fober Pace ; well know- 
ing the Paths he treads are full of Errours ,• a 
great many of which lie fo deeply concealed, 
that he cannot take one Step forward fecurely. 
Without the titmoft Caution and Diffidence. 
This is the Realbn, why this Paper appears 
but Twice in the Week ; and is a juft Excufe 
to my friendly and ingenious Correfpondents, 
u ho, Upon this C6nfideration, will not think 

them- 
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themfelves negleded, becaufe many of their 
Letters do not come under the Prefs> and be-' 
caufe the Few^ which are pfinted, are often fo 
long deferred. Neverthelefs, with a little At- 
tention, they will have the Satisfaftion, from 
time to time, to difcern, that I frequently 
weave their Hints and Notions into my EfTays, 
as they fall iii with my Subjeft j and that they 
help to forward the Work of Free-Thinking* 
I range through their Performances, as a Bee 
does through a Field of Flowers : I extraft the 
Sweets, and difpofe of them into my Store- 
Book, that I may fetch them out upon proper 
Occafions : Thus what I gathered in March or 
Aprils may perhaps not ferve me before Janu-^ 
ary. True Wit and Good Senfe will bear 
Keeping i and can be Spoiled only by making 
Ufe of them Improperly, or out of Seafon. 

Having thus fatisfied my Friends in one Par- 
ticular ; it will be proper I fliould fay fome- 
thing to the Publick, with Reference to Ano- 
ther I in which I have been perhaps too fparing^ 
though fome may think me too lavifii* The 
FreC'Thinker receives a great many Letters, 
fome of which are Congratulatory, others Pa- 
negyrical, and feveral only Prefaced with Prai- 
{es and Compliments, to encourage him in his 
Undertaking. After mature Deliberation up- 
on 
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on fo delicate a Point, he is of Opinion, it 
would be a Wrong done to the Cauie of^ 
Truth and Vertufe, if he IhouM fcruple fomc- 
times to pubiifli Epiftles of this Nature, and 
wholly ftifle the generous Commendations, 
which are addrefled to hiin, not for his own 
Sake (he knows very well) but out of a Zeal 
for the unprejudiced Principles of Thought 
and A&ion^ he endeavours to implant in the 
Hearts of his Fdlow-Subje^. It is fit Man<^ 
kind fiiouid be apprised, that the Age we live 
in is not wholly deftitute of Manly refine4 
Spirits, and that Reafon is ftill countenanced 
by fome. The Knowledge of this, will be 
apt to raife up more Friends to Truth, and 
multiply their Numbers in Time, fo as td 
make Wifdom Fafhionable. As for the Free^ 
Thinker hinafelf, he is not to be thought of: 
He is a Fairy-Phibfophery as has been hinted 
already j He is No Body | He is Every Body^ 
who in any wife promotes, or even approves 
the Undertaking in Hand. It is not a Labour 
to be Vain of j nor a ProjeA, if duly executed, 
that is like to be rewarded in this WorldL 
Not that an Honeft Man ihould be infenfible 
to Praife arifing from vertuous Adions ; though 
he is to difregard Cenfure upon that Score. 
This plain artlefs Apology will be received 

by 
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by the Men of Candour and Ingenuity j and 
Time may ccmvince Perfons of a contrary 
Temper, of the Impartiality of the Free^ 
7})inkgr^s ConduA in this Particular* 

Mr«FREE-THIKK£R, Mtjf 22* I718. 

^ QINCE you have glorioufly efpoufed 

* i3 the Caufe of Free-Thinking, it is but 

* juft, you ihould have the Praife, which is 
^ due to your Integrity arid Boldnefs, in open- 
^ ly appearing the Friend of Mankind ^ for 

* fuch muft every Writer be, who contends 
^ for an Honeft Freedom of Thought. You 

* muft expea to meet with Difcouragements 

* in this Undertaking ; but I am perfwaded, 

* you are well fortify'd with Philofophy to 

* bear the Attacks of Thofe, who would en- 
^ flave their Fellow-Creatures in the moft 

* cruel Mariner 3 by Fettering their Reafon. 
^ You may depend upon the Afllftance of all 

* generous Mirids, who will naturally be fired 

* with a Defire of fupporting fuch an Enters 
^ prize. Take Courage therefore, and do not 
^ faint in fo noble a Defign, which is fo preg-f 

* naht in Matter, and fo produdive of true 
! Applaufe. 

* I have feveral Tinies purpofed to begin a 

* Corn^ip&ndence wifh you, and have as often 

defif- 
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^ defifted, afraid of a Repulfe. Having atlaft> 
^ from the Candour, which fhines through 
^ your Philofophy, overcome my Fears, I fend 
^ you a Morning Refledion ; and if any thing 
^ in it can fumifli out a Hint, worthy your 
^ Coniideration, it will encourage me to far- 
* ther Attempts* 

* In my Compafs of Obfervation, nothing 
' has been of greater Prejudice to a manly 

Freedom of Thought, than a flavilh Com* 
pliance with the Opinions of Men, who are 
Richer, or Greater than our felves. Ad-^ 
vancement in Fortune feldom improves the 
Underftanding 5 and, generally fpeakidg , 
Learning finks in moft Men, in Proportion 
as Wealth and Dignity rifes. The Pompouf- 
nefs of the Courtier's Title, and the Heavi-^ 
ne(s of the Citizen's Purfe, do neither of 
them imply a Superiority of Reafon and 
Judgment. If the Exprellion may be allow- 
ed, I think nothing is more abfurd, than the 
Meafuring of Men, as it were by the Acre, 
and Weighing Them by the Pound ; or 
judging of a Perfon of Qjjality's Parts by the 
Brigbtnefs of his Star» 

* The far greater Part of the Polite World 
is compofed of Patrons and Clients : And 
till the Latter can be perfwaded to Think 

N Vfor 
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^ for Themfelves, in their State of Dependent 
^ cy, we fliall have too much Reafon to La- 

* ment the Scarcity of Free-Thinking. This 
^ Epidemical Evil falls properly under your 
^ Notice,- and the Redrcfs of this Grievance 

* would very much tend to the Succefs of 
f your Labours, 

I am^ SIR, 

Tour very hwnble Ser^vanty 
Phileleutherus Hertfordiensis. 

BY this little Sample of Thought, one may 
fee, this Hertfordshire Gentleman has an elegant, 
free DiQx>fition of Mind i and can employ his 
Leifure in the Countrey to very good Pur- 
pofe. He has in few Words fet a prevailing 
Abiurdity in a clear Light. To enforce his 
Obfervation yet farther, I ihall fend him ( in 
Return) the Reflexions, which occur to me in 
perufing his Letter, that my Readers may, at 
the fame time be fully cautioned againft the 
Prejudice, he has pointed out. 

The Perfons, who fall into this Errour of 
giving up their Judgment to fuch as are diftin- 
guiihed by the Acquifitions, or the Inheritance, 
of Titles and Riches, may be feparated into 

Two 
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Two Clafles, The Firft confifts o( Sycophants ; 
Men, who have a Hawk's Eye at a Coxcomb, 
and prey upon his Stupidity, by a feemingly 
-entire Refignation of their Underftandings to 
his Ignorance. There is little or no Hope of 
reclaiming thefe Proftitutes, who have a Senfe 
of Every Thing, but Shame. The Second 
Clafs, not fo numerous as the Former, is 
made up of Simpletons ; Mfen, who are afraid 
to Rqafon without Ceremony, ^nd to aifert 
the Privileges of a Liberal Education. Thefe 
are Perfbns not of corrupt Hearts, but daftard- 
ly Spirits; and may recover a Firmnefs of Mind 
by the Cordials fcattcred through thefe Pa- 
pers. Let them accuftom themfdves, in the 
mean time, when they hear a Great Maa 
Talk, or fee him A&y to refieft with them- 
felves, how they fliould approve of the famd 
Speech or Proceeding in an Equal, or ah Infe- 
riour ; and by Degrees they will begin td 
think, Themfelves not fucli tontemptible Crea^ 
tures in Narrow Circumftances ; atid feveral 
Graink^s no Prodigies in the Affluence of For- 
tune. To chear up rhfefe Men of vicious 
Humility, a little, for the Prefent j I fliall con- 
clude with an elaborate ihort Piece of EIo- 
ijuence, which was addreffed by a Dry Joker 
to a very Rich Aldferman, whofe Extraordina- 

N 2 tf 
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ry Talents lay all in his Coffers : When I con- 
temflate your Wealthy Sir William^ ( faid the 
Oratour ) / adinite your Undcrftanding ; and 
when I confider your Underftandingy I am afto-- 
nijhed at your WeaUh ! 




N^ l8. Friday, June 27- 1718. 



2!fo teneam vulttss viutantem Frotea nodo. 

HoR 




O N D A Y laft concluded my Firft 
Qjiarter's Ledures of Common-Sen fe i 
in which I have endeavoured to 
Reafon Freely without Liccntiouf- 
nefs, and Boldly without Arrogance. But 
I have fallen into fiich a Run of Serious 
Thinking of Late, that I begin to be appre- 
henfive of loofing that Freedom of Temper, 
which diftinguilhes a Sociable Philofopher 
from a Cynick. This put me upon cafling 
about for fonie uncommon Amufement (of 
which this Town is feldom deftitute) to fof- 

ten 
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ten the Severity of my Studies, as well as 
to relax the Attention of ray Difciples, with 
a little inoffenfive Levity. At laft I be- 
thought my felf of making a Vifit to 3on 
Sanchio Fernando^ the Bold Grimace Spaniard. 
I gave Half a Crown to his Matter of the 
Ceremonies ; and, when I was feated, the 
Don treated me with as many exquifite Faces, 
as would have coft me Four times the Mo- 
ney at a Print-Shop: To Thefe he threw 
me in Three Songs, accompanied with his 
Guittar, and fuch Convulfions of the Mouth 
and Writhings of the Neck, as far exceeded 
any of thofe, which the Late Seignor Valen- 
tini undertook to exhibit, at an exorbitant 
Pric?, in the Hay-M(iYkeU 

I requefted the Favour of having a little 
Converfation with his Favpurite Jackanapes : 
But, he gravely told n^e,- his Taylor had 
brought him Home a new Suit of Clothes, 
juft before I came in ; and that he was invited 
to drink Tea with a Milliner in the Neigh- 
bourhood, who Starches his Ruffs: Though 
I am fince informed. This was but a Civil 
Copy of his Countenance i That, in Reality, 
the Don had killed him out-right with his 
Inhumane Faces 5 and that Poor Pug died of 
Grief and Ambition, fince he came into Fleet- 
ly 3 fireety 
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Jireet^ becaufe he was not able to raimick 
half his Mafter*s Wry-Mouths. Neverthe- 
lefs, my Curiofity was very well entertained 
by this famous Andalufian : For, though he is 
a Perfon of a good regular Spanijh Counter 
nance, when he gives himfelf no Airs ,• yet 
he has fuch a furprizing Command of his 
Features, upon Occafion, that his Grimaces 
are all of a moft engaging Deformity, 

There has indeed been Publick Encourage^ 
ment given, within a few Years, to improve 
the Art of Grinning^ in GreauBrUain : But, 
Experience has convinced the Patrons of this 
Refinement, that there is fo much of the Nor^ 
thern Stiffnefs and Inflexibility in the Mufcles 
of a True Britons Face, that he will never 
be able to arrive at any Excellency, beyond 
the Broad Grin. Let the Judges, who have 
decided Prizes in the Countrey, but impar- 
tially compare the Attempts, they have feen, 
with the Performances of the Bold Spaniard • 
and, if not blinded by a National Prejudice 
to Strangers, they myft at once defpair of ever 
feeing their Countreymen rival the peculiar 
Genius of this Foreigner ^ or, fo much as fiiint- 
ly imitate the fublime Horrours of hisCoun* 
tenance. The Motions of all bis Features 
are fo excentrick, and the Shiftings of his 

Face 
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Face are performed with fuch Eafe and Ve- 
Jocityj that he might pafs, upon the Credu- 
lous, for a Phantome or Goblin. In a Word, 
the Variations of his Countenance are fo 
new, and fo extravagant at the fame Time, 
that he would excite Laughter in the moft 
fpleftetick Man, and extort a Shriek from the 
boldeft Female, at every Transformation. For 
which Reafon, I can indulge none of the 
Timid Sex, that are my Difciples, in the 
Liberty of going to fee him ^ excepting the 
iiiperannuated Virgins. 

Had this Virtuofo flouriflied in the Days 
of 0^/rf, and fallen under the Obfervation of 
a Poet fo full of Invention, he would have 
furoiiked him with as many Changes of the 
Human Figure, as mighj have lengthened his 
Metamarpbofes into a Book beyond the Pre- 
fent Volume. But, it may be a Qiaeftion, 
whether any Man, excepting a Modern Spa- 
nidtdy could attain to fuch a mondrous Mu- 
tability of Looks. The Natives of Spain 
are trained up from their Infancy to talk (as 
it were) with their Features : They begin to 
cut Faces in their Nurfes Laps ; and as they 
grow up, their Ideas flafli in their Look.>, 
before they break out into Words j fo that 
with Them a Wink, a Grimace, or a Shrug, 

N 4 to 
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to the Wife, is fufficient ; and their Laconkk 
Speech is made Eloquent by Signs and 
Tokens. I rcn\ember to have obferved once, 
on Board an EngUjh Packet-Boat, a iilent 
fcolding Match between two Spanijh Wo- 
men; in which all the angry, reproachful, 
and bitter Indications of the Soul were ex- 
prelled in fo emphatical a manner, that my 
Eyes were as much offended with their fcur- 
rilous Looks, as my Ears were ever woun- 
ded with the clamorous Outrages of Billingf- 
gate. This made me wifli, fome (ohcr Spa- 
niard would publilh a fmall Treatife, for the 
life of his Countrey-women, under the Title 
of The Go'vcrnment of the Face. 

To return to Sanchio Fernando^ whofe Ex- 
cellency confifls in a compleat Abufe of the 
Vifage : After he had exhibited to me the va- 
rious Appearances of his A(pe^, by Lolling 
out and Doubling his Tongue, Dilating his 
Throat, Diftorting his Jaws, finking Furrows 
through all his Lineaments, Difplacing his 
Brows either feparately or jointly. Rolling and 
Crofs-glancing his Eyes, Sharpening his Coun- 
tenance, Widening and Contraifting his Not 
trils. Modifying his Mouth into a Square and 
a Triangle, with other more minute Defor- 
mities i when, I fay, he had run through all 

his 
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his Face^Poftures; he entertained me with an 
Account, how he ufed to puzzle the Phy-* 
fiognomifts, and confound all their Rules; 
by Lengthening and Shortening the Lines, 
the Mufcles, and the Features, in which they 
pretend to read the Deftinies of Men ,• info- 
much that he has, at different times, mifs-led 
the Cunningeft Obfervers to pronounce Twen- 
ty contradiiftory Predidions upon him. 

When I had confidered the Man's Ac- 
compliihments, and obferved, that he had a 
Changeable Voice, as well as an unliable 
Countenance, and that he could imitate un- 
couth Sounds ,• I told him, he would make an 
admirable Demtmiacki and that, if he went 
to Borne, and would hire out his Face to 
the Prieftrfor ^Church-SJbew, arfcf^only fuf- 
fer Himfelf to be Exorcized twice a Week, 
they would make him a handfome Allowance 
for Life : That they would caft a Legion of 
Devils out of him, one by one, to the great 
Edificatipn of the People, and the Emolu- 
ment of the Priefthood. This Propofal will 
feem very extravagant to fuch of my Pro- 
teftant Readers, as have not travelled into 
Popiih Countreys, and had an Opportunity 
of feeing the Conjurations pradiced by the 
Infallible Juglers of the Church of Rome. 

In 
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In the mean time, Sancbio finds good Eih 
couragement in this Qty ; and hopes to makct 
his Fottutie by hii Face, without addreflSng 
hinifelf to the Ladies. He felLs Grioiaces 
to as many Peo^ as a Courtier fells his 
fmooth Looks, and at a much Cheaper Rat^ 
though to as little Advantage tO the Purchafer. 
But the Don muft be acknowledged more Po- 
lite and geaerous tfaai^>tfae Man in Office j ftnco 
the One is only Liberal of his Frowas, and thQ 
Other will Smile upon any Man, Gratis. 
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N°i9t M>nd^, Jmie ^o. ijiS. 



<^m 



Mtdti mortaksy dediti wntn atque fomm^ in- 
difSi, mukupUi vHam ficut peregrinantet tranf- 
iere ; quibut frofeiio, contra naturmn, aurpUi w- 
htptatiy anima oneri jfuit. E^um ego 'oitam mor- 
temqmjuxta ajhimo i quoniam de taraque filetur» 

Saliust. 




To the FREE-THINKER. 

S I Rj May 27. 1718. 

A M a young Gentleman, fent 

* op to Town for Education. My 

* Father has ever been not ofity 
•very Indalgeiif, but liberal, in 

* procuring me all the opportuniries of Know- 

* ledge, the Countrey could afford. When I 

* took my leave of him, tte enjoyped me 
« (with his Bteffiflg) to ftttdy {o to accom- 
« plifli my felf, that I might be a Credit to 
t my Name, and keep up the Repufafion of 

* Worth 
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Worth and Integrity, which our Family has 
been diftinguifhed by, for many Generation^. 
You may imagine, This made no flight Impret- 
fion upon me : And the Defire, I had to an- 
fwer the Expe^ations of my Father, raifed 
in me an Ambition to imitate the beft Ex- 
amples amongft fo great a Concourfe of 
Gentlemen. Therefore my Heart bounded 
within me, as often as I heard (in almoll 
every Company) fo much Talk of Terfom 
of Confequence. I immediately fancyed, I 
had nothing to do, but to get my (elf in** 
troduced into their Acquaintance, in orddr to 
learn every Thing, requifitc to accomplifli a 
worthy Gentleman. 

* But upon a little Obfervatiori and En- 
quiry, to my great Surprize, I found, that 
the Town-Language was the very Reverfe 
to mine; and that my Countjey Notions of 
a Verfon of Cohfequewe were mere Romance^ 
in London. This, it feems, is a Chara^er 
aflumed Here by fuch only, as have the 
Modiih Pretentions to it; a Glaring Equi- 
page, a Singularity in Dre£s, a Tafte for 
the very refined Diverfions of the Park, 
the Gardens, the AfTemblies, the Oper<^\ 
and the Mafquerades ; aqd, with all this^ 
a fiifficient Stock of Vanity, to laygh at 

* and 
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* and defpife the Men of Real Merit. I 
^ foon began to reflet with my felf, that 
^ the Women might indeed be allowed to 
« pleafe themfelves a little with Trifling 
^Amufements; but, that it is unpardonable 
^ in a Man to portion out his whole Time 
^ fo infignificantly, and value himfelf upon 

* his Idlenefs. If therefore, you. Sir, would 
^ be fo kind as to let us young Gentlemen 

* know, what it is to be truly a Perfon of 
^ Confequence, you would do a Service to the 

■ Prefent Age, and, at the fame time, both In. 



^ ftrua and Oblige 



Phi^aretes. 



This Letter fiiews how differently a Youth 
educated in the Countrey thinks, from One 
bred within the Air of St. James's^ or the 
City. How ingenious and manly is the Re- 
flexion made by Vhilaretes! This Town is 
indeed a meer Wildernefs of Men ^ and not 
a Regular Plantation : Which they, who have 
never lived out of It, cannot fo well difcern. 
It is like a vaft Thicket, choaked up with 
Thorns and Briars, Shrubs and Underwood ; 
but fcanty in Good Timl^r, and Trees of Con- 
fequence. 

There 
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There is an degant Defcriptioa in Job of a 
Man of Confeqtenci i whidi I recommend td 
the Confideraticm of the Youth of Quality 
and Fafiiion, to infpire them with Sentiments 
luitable to their Birth and Fortune: WheH 
I fvm out to the Gate throi^h the Gty^ wbeH 
I prepared my Seat in the Street: The Young 
Mm faw me and bid tkemfehesi and the ^ed 
arofe and flood up : The "Princes refrained talking^ 
and laid their Hand on their Mouth, When the 
Ear heard me^ then it bUjfed me ; and vslken the 
Eye faw me^ it grve ff^Hnefi to me, &c. Wtdu 
out this Perfonal Worth and Inherent Sub^ 
limity of CharaAer, notwithftanding the Gilt 
Chariot, and the Group of Footmen behind, 
the fpriKe Figure within is but an Idol ; He 
is not to be named amoagft the Perfons of 
Confequence : He is One of the numerous 
Tribe of The htfigmficantf ; and, if he Ihouli 
ha^n to be indi(poied, his Valet or his But- 
ler rnnaf fupply his Place at the Ring in Hjfif^ 
P«r*, during the whole Seafon. 

The Infign^antr^ properly fpeaking, are 
the Multitude of Fine Gentlemen, who are 
of no ufe to Society, nor of the leaft AfiGf' 
tance to their Friends and Acquaintance. It 
is the fame Thing to the Nation, whether 
They be Afleep or Awake j Alive or Dead j 

fince 
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firice they ^re nev€r (o much as mentjoneii 
by tlie CtniMe Part of Mankind, except it be 
with Contempt. He, on the other Hand, 
is properly a man 4jf Confeqmnci^ whofe Ver* 
tue and Wisdom render him cooTpicuousi 
who is in every R^fpeift eo^ti to his Rank, 
and fills the Pofi alk>tted to him with Dig- 
nity, and fuch Abilities, as make his Life 
a Bleffing, and his Dea^h a Misfortune to his 
Countrey. No Man is a SeHbn of Confe* 
<]ueac^ whofe Plape can be ibpplied as well 
yf the Firft Man, riiot comes to Hand : Thus, 
if TrmhuMus were to be removed, the in^ 
terefls of Religion would not (v&t any mxire, 
than the State is pre^diced by die difplacing 
of Cmnt QinquMt. Thefe are Men of no 
Energy i and may be compared to Synonym 
mous Words, in which there is no Choice, 
as when one is not preferable to another in fil^ 
ling up the Period. 

A Compleat Lift pf the Men of Cockfe^ 
^uence, now inhabiting This Ifland, would 
make but a very fcanty MufterrRoU j notwith- 
(landing the Number of High Stations and 
Preferments, Civil and Ecclefiaftical, is fo 
ample : So that, if the young Men do not 
qualify themfelves apace, the Infignijicants 
will, in a few Years more, grow confiderable 

enough 
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enough to overthrow, not only the fmall 
Remnant of Wife Men, but even Them- 
felves. The Weekly-Bills fumiih out their 
ufual Quota of Mortality ; and yet the Name 
of a Man of Confequence is hardly to be 
found in them, in the Space of Five Years. 
.The Race of the Giants in Underfianding 
and Vertue is almoft extinA ; and the Dwarfs 
in Knowledge multiply : the Growth of theie 
Pigmy-Wits amongft the Learned Pit>feffion% 
may be attributed chiefly to the great Neg. 
ledt of folid, laborious Studies ; while they 
feed upon the Muihroom Diet of Pamphlets. 
About Three Years ago the Nation fufifered 
a heavy Lofs in the Death of fbme perfons of 
more than ordinary Confequence ; which has 
very much thinned the fnuU furviving Band 
of Patriots. The following Verfes were the 
fuddain Overflowings of a Gentleman's Heart, 
who was no Stranger to the fiiining Vertues of 
One of thofe Worthies, whofe Memories are 
fiill dear to fuch as know the ineftimable Va- 
lue of a Free Government. 



To 
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To the Memory of the Rt. Hon. the 
late Earl of Halifax. 

fUEefing o'er tb} Sacred Urn, 
Ever JhaU the "Mufes mourn i 
Sadljjhal! their Number i fifrw. 
Ever elegant in Woe. 

TboufanJr, nobly ion, JhaU die j 
Tboufands in ObUvion He : 
Name!, that leave no Trace blhindi 
Like the Qoud! before the tPind, 
When the dusk} Shadowifafi, 
Ligkl) fleeting o'er the Grafs. 

But, Halifax, Tb] Namt 
Shall through Ages rife in Fame. 
Sweet Remembrancejhalt Thou find i 
Sweet in ever/ noble Mind, 
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N°30. Friday, July ^. 1718. 

Beware what Spirit rages in jour Breaft : 
For Ten Inffiid^ Ten Thoufand are pojfefi, 

ROSCOM. 



fi H E Free-Tynker has, upon his fet- 
h ting our, declared bimfelf to be 
g difengaged from Party-Prejudices : 
|g And he hopes, he has hirtierto given 
no Occaiion to the Lovers of Truth to fuC- 
pea the Impartiality of his Conduct. He is 
very fenfible, that the Generality of his more 
lerious Le^res will be tacitly di£ipproved 
by Many; and can only regret, that there 
are Men fo Difingenuous, as to diflike what 
they cannot, with Reafon, contradict. Not- 
withflanding the Diviiions and Subdivillons, 
by which my Countreymen have agreed to 
Canton out themfelves, I fliall always induf* 
trioufly avoid the Common Names of Con- 
tention, and choofe to confider my Compa- 
triots (and all Mankind) under Two very Ge- 
neral 
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neral Heads, which imply no narrow Views, 
nor any Mark of Diftindion inconfiftent with 
Equity and Good Nature. Not to keep my 
Reader in fufpenfe, my Divifion of Men is 
into The Reafonabte, and The Umeapmable: 
And when I blame, or commend, any parti- 
cular Perfons j when I approve, or difapprove 
of, any Set or Combination of People j it will 
be, only fo far as they fall under the One ot 
the Other of thefe Two Comprehenfive Dif-* 
tln^ions. This main Divifion fettled, I flull 
take a particular Care, never to rank any of 
my Fellow Subjedls in the wrong Clafs j but 
to fort them according to their Merits, and 
the Decifion of Common Senfe. 

I enter this Preface upon the Books of 
tht Free-Thinkery as his Protejiation againft all 
(uch as may be apt to calumniate him for a 
PartyWiriter^ while he contends only for 
Truth and Sound Senfe in Topicks of Re- 
ligion and Government. And I have done 
it more particularly upon This Day, becaufe 
the Subjeft, I am going upon, will un-» 
doubtedly offend a great Number of The Uth 
reaforuAk; whofe Jteal (like a glowing Plate 
of Iron thrown into Water) is never more 
outrageous, than when any one attempts to 
quench it with the Sobriety of Reafon. 

O 2 AmonosT 
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Amongst the notorious Abufes of Rea- 
fbn, and Religion, Fanaticifm is perhaps the 
moft flagrant of any, as well as the moft per- 
nicious to Society. It is a Compbfition of 
Superftition and Enthufiafni,* and, when fuf- 
fered to gather Strength, by (preading its 
Contagion through a Multitude, it makes 
Havock in a Nation, like a Fire, drove by 
the Wind through a rich Harveft of Corn. 
It overbears all Order and Government, all 
Vertue and Sound Religion : Since they, who 
are thoroughly poiTeft with it, ad: with the 
fame Intrepidity, and .with much greater Fury, 
than the moft Heroick Spirits exert, when 
they call up all their Refolution and Man- 
hood- in Defence of what is moft Dear and 
Sacred to the fobcfr Part of Mankind. 

Fanaticifm is an Evil of as early a Date 
as any other Mifchief of a Publick Concern j 
and the Hiftorians, in all Ages, give fome re- 
markable Inftances of its fatal Coiifequen- 
ces. To go no farther back than the Times 
of the Roifum Common- Wealth ,• JPhrus^ in 
his Third Book, gives a Ihort Account of 
Emmy a Fanatick^ who excited above Sixty 
Thoufand Men (moft of them Slaves) to take 
up Arms j and, by the Spirit of Delufion put 
the Roman People to the Trouble and Ex- 
pence 
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pence of a Bloody Wan It would be end- 
lefsj as well as needlefs, to produce Exam- 
ples of this Wickednefs after the Eftablifli- 
ment of Chriftianity in the World j fince moft 
of my Difciples will be able to recolle<a for 
tbemfelves fome memorable Diiorders, occa- 
fioned by the Fanaticks, both Abroad and at 
Home* Therefore, inftead of enumerating 
the various Enormities tranfaded by Vifiona- 
ries, I fhali point out their diftinguiihing 
Marks, in order to prevent future Mifappli- 
cations of the reproachful Name of Fanati- 
cifm, and to fet Honeft Minds upon their 
Guard againft fo fpecious a Mifchief. 

Fanaticifm, to a Man of an extenfive, un- 
prejudiced Thought, implies an uncommon 
Pretence to Religion and Sandity, and fome- 
times Infpiration it felf, together with an evi- 
dent Mixture of Madnefs or Infatuation, ac- 
companied for the moft part with a RefUef^ 
nefs and Turbulepcy of Spirit, which is incon- 
fifient with the Peace pf Society, and any 
fettled Form of Government. The True 
Fanatick is always moft earneft about fome 
palpable Superflition, which Is not only no 
Part of Sound Religion, but even deftrudive 
of it : He contends with Vehemence for Opi- 
nions notorioufly abfurdj and cannot live 

O 3 in 
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in any Degree of Charity with fuch as di£fer 
from him : His Religious Syftem is chequer^ 
cd with Contradidions : He is hurried on by 
the Impetuofity of his Zeal to break through 
all Regards of the mod facred Importance^ 
that feem to thwart his extravagant Schemes $ 
never confidering the Lawfulnefs, the Expe- 
diency, nor the Wifdom, of the Means he 
ufes ; nor attending to the Mifchiefs or fatal 
Confequences, that nlanifeftly threaten either 
Himfelf, or Numbers of People, or even 
whole States and Kingdoms. 

Having fpecified the Principal Tokens of 
Fanaticifm j I muft obferve, that It is a very 
catching Evil, and fpreads its InfeAion apace 
through weak Minds ,• more efpecially amongft 
the Inferiour People, who are eager to lay 
hold of any Opportunity to make Them- 
felves Confiderable, and to treat their Supe- 
riours with Contempt. Another Peculiarity 
of this Delufion is, that the mod Impious, 
as well as the moft Ridiculous, Notions will 
be received with Veneration by Perfons of a 
Fanatical Difpofition. There was a Sed of 
Fanaticks (for Inftance) called Adamites^ who 
took a Fancy to be Godly apd Naked, in 
Imitation of our Firft Parents ' iq their State 
of Innocency. Their Congregations were 

beld 
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held in a warm Stove; they put off their 
Clothes at the Door; and the Men and Wo- 
men, the Prieft not excepted, (ate promif- 
cuoufly upon Benches raifed one above ano-* 
ther, without the leaft Covering : When their 
Devotions were ended, they drefled, and 
went to their Houfes in the Sinfulnefs of 
worldly Garments. 

How finiple and inoffenfive foever the 
Phrenzy of fome Fanaticks may be in the 
Infancy of their Religion; yet when their 
Perfwafion begins to prevail amongft the Mul- 
titude, and Profelytes flock in daily to them ; 
it generally happens, that cunning and am- 
bitious Men mix in their AiTemblies, and lead 
the Poor Ignorants, by Degrees, into Projeds 
for modelling the Laws and the Government, 
according to their own wild Fancies; the 
firft Step to which is by teaching them to 
queftion the Authority of the Civil Magi- 
ftrate. So that, notwithftanding their out- 
ward Pretentions to Grace, their concealed 
Intention is Dominion, in the End. 

From what has been faid, a Free-Thinker 
will conclude, that the Denomination of 
Fanaticifm (though the Vulgar have been 
taught otherwife) is by no means applicable 
to People of any Communion, who live fo- 

O 4 beily 
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berly within an orderly Regulation^ and in 
a due Obedience to the Laws of their Coun- 
trey* Men may degenerate into Fanaticks un- 
der any Form of Church-Difcipline, as well 
as they may become Slaves under the ihew 
of any Conftitution of Civil Government: 
As well under the AppearaQce of a Common- 
wealth, as under Monarchy. In as much as 
the Members of any Church approach the 
Religious Phrenzy particularized above, in (b 
much do they difcolour their Pevotion with 
Fanaticifm. For this Reafon, every Honed 
Man fliould take good heed, not to engage 
ihimfelf and others more warmly in propa- 
gating any Opinion or Prance, than its real 
.Worth and its plain Confequences will jufii- 
jy. It will likewife be proper to remark here, 
that a well-meaning Perfon may often fet out 
very innocently with an Ardour for Somewhat 
no way to be condemned i and yet by fuffer-* 
ing his Zeal to be worked up beyond the De« 
grees of Moderation^ he may be heated into 
Fanaticifm, and made the Tool of lU-de- 
figning, Faftious People. Therefore, as the fa- 
feft General Caution I can give, let me advife 
all my Fellow-Subjefts to confult the Statute- 
Book, together with their Bible ; for, whofoever 
reads the Scriptures, and overlooks the Ads 

of 
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of Parliament, will be apt to make but mad 
Work in the State. 

The Truths, 1 have delivered upon this 
Subje^ are chiefly intended to bring 3 Con- 
fiderable Number of BritoK to a right Senfe 
of their Condition ; Men, who are in the 
Depth of Fanaticifm, and yet feem fo little 
apprized of their Errour, that they loudly 
Reproach their innocent Neighbours with an 
Extravagance, which in Juttice is applicable 
to Themfelves alone : And of This I hope 
to convince my Readers of common Capacity 
and common Ingenuity, in the fucceeding 
Paper, 
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: Obftiiiacy't ne'er fo ft iff, 

A when 'tis in a wrong Belief. Hudii. 



i H E Foregoing Paper may be confi- 
'1 dered as the Mirroiu of Timati- 
cifm : And 1 have endeavoured to 
! make this Looking-GIafs fo Lai^e 
for the Ufe of the Publick, that every One 
may view himfelf in it, in his full Proporti- 
ons; and fo True, that the Reflection it 
cafts, may neither flatter, nor aggravate, the 
Deformities of thofe, who fliall be Philofo- 
phers enough to confult it. There are fome 
Perfons in every Communion of ChrifHans, 
who, if they approach it nearly in the foil 
Light of Reafon, may perhaps difcover fome 
little Blemiihes of Fanaticifm in the Com- 
plexion of their Religion ; which may be eafily 
worn out by the Gentle Application of a few 
cool Thoughts. But the Perfons I more ear- 
neftly exhort, for their own Good and the 
Qjiiet 
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Qpiet of their Neighbours, to look into it 
with Attention, are a confiderable Number 
of the King^s Subje^, who have fet Them* 
felves up againft the Eftabliflied Church, and 
the Legal Confiitution of the Nation. And^ 
notwithftanding we know them to be furroun- 
ded by a Thick Mift of Prejudices, yet I am 
in hopes the Mirrour will bear fo ftrongly up- 
on them, that they will fee themfelves, as 
they are ; in a quite different Shape and Figure 
to what they imagine. They will be apt 
from hence, at firft, to take it for a Magical 
Glafi J while it only reprefents the Truth of 
Tbingsy to the Aftonilhment of fuch as are 
not accuftomed to Truth. Neverthelefs, left 
they ihould wilfully fliut their Eyes, and una- 
nimoudy refolve not to know themfelves, 
I fliall paint them out to others for Compleat 
Fanatich; in which Light (though it be their 
proper Reprefentation) they have not yet 
been fhewn. 

Before I apply what has been laid down in 
Tridafs Paper to this Seft of Vifionaries, I 
beg leave to obferve ; That Fanaticks of moft 
Kinds have ufually taken the Advantage of 
fome great Convulfion or Divifion in the State 
to broach their Extravagancies; well know- 
ing, that while the Minds of the People are 

uflfet- 
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Ifnfettled, they will the more readily embrace 
any New Opinions ; and that the Civil Ma* 
giflrate is in fuch a Jun&ure diverted, by more 
weighty Confiderations, from attending to 
their Iq^egularities. The Revolution there- 
fore, under King WilUamy (from which Time 
we Date thp Firft Fo]ly of thefe Men) was 
very favourable to their Defignsj and l^ey 
accordingly found their Account in it. This 
premiied, I proceed to make my Applica* 
tions ; in order to which, I ihall be obliged 
to recapitulate the Principal Marks and 
Tokens of Fanaticifm. 

I have faid, Fanaticifm implies an uncommon 
Pretence to Religion and San6litj^ andfometimes 
Infpiration itjelf^ together with an evident Mix- 
ture of Madnefi or Infatuationy accompanied for 
the moft part with a Rcjilefnefs and Turbulency 
of Spirit, which is inconji/lent with the Peace of 
Society y and any fettled Form of Government. 

The Unhappy Men, I am fpeaking of, will 
not (I believe) refufe to own, that They 
pretend to a more than ordinary Share of Re- 
ligion, of San^ity, and of Grace : At leaft 
we, who read their Writings, and hear their 
Difcourfcs, can witnefs to the Truth of This 
Imputation. They Alone are the fmall Rem- 
nant of Britons y who are the Favourites of 

the 



the Supreme Being; They Alone are his 
Ghofen Pedple ; They Al6ne are the True 
Chriftians 5 They Alone are in the High-Road 
to Eternal Happinefs. And indeed^ with- 
out this Prefumption, it were impoflible for 
them to fubfift : It is by vertue of this Pre- 
tence to a Sublimated Godlinefs, that all 
Fanaticks recommend Themfelves to the Ig- 
norant and the Credulous^ and multiply the 
Number of their Profelytes. In this Im- 
pofture they do but imitate the Common 
Quacks and Mountebanks5 who thrive, not 
in Proportion to their Skill, but according 
to their Extraordinary Talent of Boafting. 

I cannot charge Them with laying Claim 
dii*e^ly to Infpiration, which is often a main 
Ingredient in Fanaticifm. But, though They 
may think this Mark of Divine Favour not 
fo proper for their Purpofe j yet their Priefts 
affume Another, which is of a higher Nature^ 
and operates more powerfully upon Believers* 
We read, throughout the Scriptures, of in- 
(pired Men, who at the fame time did not 
arrogate to Themfelves the abfolute Difpo- 
fal of God*s Mercies and Judgments : Where- 
as the Dodors of this New Church tell us 
loudly. There is no coming at Salvation, but 
through their Permiifion. Beware of Coun^^ 

teffeitfy 
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terfeiUy is (in eSc£t) their Cry to the People : 
We have a Patent for the Monopoly of 
Grace; and it is not to be had Pure within 
this Nation, but from our Hands ; unlefs you 
Purchafe it clandeftinely from fome of the 
Fope^s Emiilaries. 

That there is a Miicture of Madnefs or 
Infatuation in the Schemes of thefe mifguided 
Wretches is evident, if we only confider, how 
their Certain Hopes have been fruftrated thefe 
Thirty Years ; and how they have been led 
out of one Folly into another. Month after 
Month, for fo long a Time, by a continual 
Succeffion of falfe Hopes : And yet, they have 
never had the Wit fo much as once to fufpeft 
the Deceit. Solomon fays, Hope deferred ma- 
ietb the Heart fick : But thefe Nonjuring Fa« 
naticks are of fo fanguine a Complexion, that 
repeated Dilappointments are a Cordial to 
their Spirits ; and they grow, through Delays> 
more confident of Succefs. They never fo 
much as reflet upon the Medley of concur- 
ring Incidents, both Abroad and at Home, 
which are to combine in their Favour ^ any 
of which failing, their Chimerical Proje^ (io 
all Probability) vaniihes into Smoak. Befides^ 
their Madne£» overlooks the Bloodihed and 
Confufion, it muft cofl to accompliih their 

wicked 



wicked Intentions : And after all, in the Up- 
fliot, it is not likely they can be Gainers i 
bat highly reafonable to inugine, they Them- 
felves would fall the foremoft Saaifice to 
their own Infatuation. 

That thefe Zealots are of a Reftlefs and 
Turbulent Spirit will appear to any By-Stan^ 
der, who recoiled their whole ConduA from 
the Beginning ; though This, indeed, has been 
more Remarkable fince his Majefty*s Accef* 
fion to the Throne : As may be ieen by the 
late Unnatural Rebellion, in which they were 
fo a^ve; by the frequent Riots and Tu- 
mults, they have excited through the Na-< 
tion ; by the feditious and treafonable Book% 
Pamphlets, Sermons and Papers, they and 
their Friends have publiihedj by their viru- 
fcnt and reviling Speeches againft the King, 
and his Government i and, laftly, by the no- 
torious £vidence of their unwearied Endea- 
vours to engage Forreign Powers to affift their 
cruel Proje^ for embroiling their Native 
Countrcy in a Civil War. 
• I have likewife faid. That the True Tana- 
tick is always meft earneft about fomepalptAk 
SuperfiHiont which is not only no Part of found 
KeUgioHy but tvot deftruifii3e of It: He con- 
tends with Vehemence for Opinions mtwioufy 

abfurd; 



214 T^.pREE-THlNKfcft. N**3i 

4tbf$irdi and camot Ihe in any Degree of Gtft- 
rity with fucb as differ from him. 

Do not the Dolors of thefe deluded PfcO* 
pie teach the abfolute Neceffity of Confef&oH 
and Sacerdotal Abfolution^ the uncontroul- 
able Validity of Humane Benedidions and 
Denunciations )• and (not to be tedious in 
Particulars) even the Ufe of Prayers for the 
Dead? And all thefe manifeft Superftitions 
are (to the DeftrudUon of found Religion) 
palmed upon their Difciples for the more re^ 
fined Doarines of the Church of England! 
Do they not vehemently contend for abfurd 
Opinions, when they Write, and Preach, and 
Talk, fo warmly for the Exalting of their par- 
ticular Scheme of Church-Authority, to not 
only the Over-ruling, but the Subverfion, of 
the Civil Power? As likewife, when they 
make the Salvation of Mankind, as well as 
their whole Title to Chriftianity, depend 
upon fuch a Succeffion of Priefts as cannot 
be proved j and if they had a skillful Church- 
Herald able to make out the Sacerdotal Pe^ 
digree, we fhould again be at a Lofs to know, 
whether it was the Work of meer Chance, or 
the Defign of Providence. 

As to their want of Charity and Common 
Penevolence towards all their Countreymen, 

who 
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who difier from them; It is an Imputation, 
which manifefts it felf daily, both in their 
Clergy and their Laity. The Writings and 
Sermons of the one, and the Bitter Lan- 
guage and tumultuary Proceedings of the 
other, upon all Occafions, give every fober 
EngUJhman Caufe to lament the Phrenzy of 
their exafperated Tempers. Nay, fo exceeding- 
ly void of Chriftian Charity arc their Cham- 
pion-Dodors, thjt they not only Un-Church 
all of us, who are not of their Communion 9 
but refufe Quarter even to their old Friends^ 
when they happen to boggle at any of their 
Extravagancies. My Reader may feelnftan-* 
ces of This, in the ColkHion of Dr. niches' s Prf- 
fm^ where Mr. podwely Bijhop Ken^ and 
others, meet with no Kind Treatments 

Though I have handled this Subjed under 
very General Heads, and with as much Con-* 
cifenefs as is confiftent with Perfpicuity : yet 
I find, I fhall be obliged to run it out into 
another Paper, to compleat the Obfervations^ 
I at firft propofed to make upon thefe Fana^i 
ticks : For which Reafon I require the Pati- 
ence of my Readers till next Fvidaj. 

P Tridaj^ 



Il6 Tfe Free-Thinker. N'jl 



N'ji. Friday, July 11- 17}^- 



jyhofojitfor Reign, as Aaron'j Race, 

If ome Dominion ibey could found in Grace 5 
Theft led the Pack ; though nottf fmejl Scent, 
Tet deefeji momVd againft the Gowrmnem. 
A nimeroKs Hojl of dreaming Saints fucceei. 
Of the True, Old EnthufialUck Breed i 
'Gainfl Form and Order they their Pooler emploj. 
Nothing to Build, and M Thii%s to Veftroy, 

Drtden's AbEil. and Achit. 

I A M, this Day, to purlue the Im- 

% putation, charged upon Many of 

i the King's Subjefts, through the re- 

{maining Principal Tokens of K<- 

naticifm. The Reader is, therefore, defired to 

recollea, That I have clofed the Paragraph, 

upon which I argue, by faying; That the 

Fanatick's Religious Syftem ii chequered with Cbn- 

tradiHions : He is himied on by the Jmpetmfity 

ff his Zeal to break through all Regards of the 

nicji 
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pwfi [acred hnportance^ that feem to thwart his 
extravagant Schemes ; never confidering the Law^ 
fulnefsy the Expediency^ nor the Wijdom^ of the 
Means he ufes ; nor attending to the Mifchieff 
Hff fatal Gmf^quences^ that manifefily threaten 
either Hif^filfy or Numbers of People^ or even 
whole Slates and Kingdoms. 

Is it not a ContradiiStion to Common Senfe^ 
to pretend to Enfure the Eftabliflied Prote- 
ilaat Church of England^ by endeavouring 
to (et a Declared Papift on the Throne ^ Is 
it not likewife d Notorious Contradi^ion^ 
to preach up the Imminent Danger of This 
Church from a Proteflant Succeifion, which 
is the only Human Security She can have ? 
Nor is it lefs a Contradiftion in Thefe Men^ 
to fet themfelves up for tlie only True Mem* 
bers of the Reformed Church of England^ 
while they not only depart from fome of hef 
fettled Do Arines, but likewife embrace New 
Opinions and Forms, which were never en- 
joined by her, iince the Compleating of the 
Reformation. 

Laftly, it feems needlefs to ufe Argument 
to prove. That the Zeal of thefe Frantick 
De^erates is wholly Inconfiderate 1 and that 
They would not fcruple, at any rate, to re- 
move every Obftacle to their Unrighteous 

P a ''Purpofes* 
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Purpofes. What has been faid (in Monday's 
Paper) of their Madnefs and Turbulency, will 
in a great Meafure juftify this Imputation. 
Sooner than quit their Mad Proje^, They will 
lay afide all Regard to the Laws of their 
Countrey, to Religion, and to every Social 
and Moral Vertue. The Hazard of their own 
Lives and Fortunes, as well as the Ruining 
of Others, nay the Defolation of the wholfc 
Ifland, and even of Mankind, would proba- 
bly not give the lead Check to their Fanati- 
cal Phrenzy, could they find a favourable Op- 
portunity to exert it, in its full Vigour. I 
might here expatiate upon the wild and black 
Defign of their Martyr * Shepheard^ whofe 
Guilt may juftly be charged upon the Se<a ; 
fince none of their Priefts^ nor any of their 
Leading Men, (not to mention the general and 
open Approbation of their Populace) have 
yet in their Writings, or even in Converfa- 
tion, publickly teftified their Abhorrence of 
That intended AlTaflination, not to be men- 
tioned without Horrour. 

Thus, have I ran through all the Parti- 
culars, that enter more or lefs into the Compo- 
fition of True Fanaticifm^ according to the 

* N^8. 

proper 
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proper Acceptation of the Term in all Ages, 
and in every Countrey, amongft reafonable 
Men. And I queftion not, but every impar- 
tial Reader will be convinced, from what 
has been faid, that the Members of This Dif^ 
afteded Communion (whom I fliould be glad 
to reftore to their Senfes) are Downright Fam- 
ticks^ in the ftiU Import of the Word. I muft 
add, that I could have been much more Ample, 
though not more Clear, in my Proofs : And, if 
any one fhould fufped my charging Them 
with Opinions and Tenets, not belonging to 
Them, I muft refer him for his Sitisfaftion 
to the Writings of Lejlej^ Hickes^ Howdy and 
Others, I muft likewife declare, thatlpub- 
liih thefe Three Difcourfes with all the Can- 
dour of a Free-Thinker^ whofe Heart is bent 
upon Truth, more efpecially in Matters im- 
mediately relating to the Welfare of Society^ 
and the Profperity of the Britijh N«ion. 
The Perfbns therefore, who are in the Depths 
pf this Unparallelled Fanaticifm (confidered 
in all its Circumftances) will very much 
wrong me, if they imagine, I have any other 
Intention in This Labour, but to reclaim 
Them to Reafon, and to fortify Others againft 
the Contagion of their catching Phrenzy* 
At the fame time j I hope, I need not admo- 

P 3 nilh 
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nifh my Difciples, whofe Intereft, and Ver- 
tue, and Good Senfe, fecure them from falling 
into the Extravagancies of thefe Deluded 
People, to make a proper Ufe of Thefe Ar- 
guments (without Paflion) for the Service of 
their Countrey. 

I cannot quit this Subject, before I make 
Two Obfervations more (grounded ftill on 
the Firft Difcourfe) with Reverence to thefe 
Fanaticks. How fimple and inoffenfi've foevet 
the Intentions of the Founders of their St6t 
may have been, in the * Beginning ; it is too 
evident. That, as their Ferfwafion prevailed 
amongft the Multitude y and Prafeh/tes flocked in 
daily to them ; cunning and ambitious Men hanx 
mixed in their Affembliesy and led the poor Igno^ 
rantSy by Degrees ^ into FrojeSfs for modeling the 
Laws and the GoDemment^ acccording to their 
own ^wild Fancies ; the firft Step to which was 
by teaching them to queftion the Authority of the 
Civil Magiftrate, To bring about this Matter- 
piece of Iniquity, their Machiavellian Dodors 
fet their Heads to work to Ibin Sophiftry; 
and weave a Ihiniog Tiflue ot Falfe Argu- 
ments, unfairly drawn from the Scriptures, 
the Fathers, our Laws, and our Hiftory ; more 
plaufibly to found an Ecclefiaftical Schifm 
upon a Secular Controverfy: And, Herein 

they 
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they have fo well fucceeded. That they have 
made a Treafcmable Allegiance to a Popifli 
Pretender, in all appearance, a main Article 
ef Faith in their Church. So that, accordmg 
to their Fanatical Do&rine, even Poor Me- 
chaaicks (the Majority of the Faithful) muft 
be able to determine of the Laws of the 
Land, of the Privileges of a People, and of 
the Rights of Princes, before they can be Or- 
thodox Chriftians. 

My fecond Obfervation is, that a Things no 
way to bi condemmd in it felf, way be perverted^ 
and made ufe of^ to 'very femicious Purpofes^ by 
Fanatkh. Thus, is the Book* of Common- 
Prayer abuied, which our Firft Reformers 
introduced to prevent Enthufiafm; and our 
Liturgy employed by theie Fanaticks to de* 
ftroy that Church, for whofe Service and 
Prefervation it was compiled. Thus, likewife, 
is the Inftitution of Biihops in our National 
Church lifted off its (olid Foundations, and 
propped (like a Caile in the Air) upon the 
Chimerical Notions of a R^f, ReSiilineal 
Pricfthoody independ«it of the State. 

To conclude this whole Argument . 
Though the free-Tbinker is a Friend to Liber^ 
ty of Confcience in Matters purely Religious ; 
yet, by vertue of his Chara^er, he mufl de- 

P 4 clare. 
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dare, that every Government is, in Duty and 
Prudence, obliged to ufe all efie&ual Methods 
to difcountenance, and even to fupprefs a Set 
of Fanaticks, who make Dilaflei^ion to the 
Government they live under, an Eflential 
I>o(^rine of their Religion ; and who, under 
the Pretence of a more Refined Samitity^ 
are perpetually endeavouring to difturb the 
Publick Peace, and to preach up Rebellion, 
by profanely mifapplying the Language, and 
perverting the Do^rine, of the Gofpels. The 
moft Friendly Advice therefore, which can 
be given thefe Seditious Vifionaries, is to en- 
treat them to lay afide their fatal Obftinacy, 
with all convenient Speed, of themfelves; 
before they urge the Qvil Power to treat 
them with that Severity, which they have long 
Cnce deierved. 
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^/^ (ig^5 7i(/z «f te redimaf captum^ quam queai 
Minimo ? Si nequeas pauklOy at quanti queas : 
Et ne te affliifef. Ter; 




H E Free-Thinker is grown into a 
mighty Repute amongft the Un- 
fortunate Lovers ; and receives a 

^^^ great many elegant Sighs and Com- 

plaintS) in Profe and in Verfe. This fliews^ 
that Mankind are more apt to communicate 
their Difappointments, than their Succeffes: 
And indeed ) moft Men arc Philofophers 
enough to fupport the whole Tide of their 
Joys fingly } but there are very few, who would 
not fink under their Griefs, did they not fhare 
them amongft' their Friends. 

N. W. conjures me to lend him a helping 
Hand to banifli out of his Mind the Folly of 
loving £• W. above Ten Years, in vain. Pib/- 
lander complains of the Inconftancy of BeUa^ 
mira^ one of my Difciples; and defires me 

to 
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to chide her back to her Faith. An Under- 
graduate of Cdmbrid^ey who amoe Sniy^ 
to qualify himfelf for his Degree, without 
the Fumes of a Pipe, and at the fame time 
defperately loves a Virgin) who has a mortal 
Averfiofi to Tobacco; defifes !€► kaow bow 
to condu^ himfelf with Prudence under this 
Dilemma. Jnfelix lives oppofite to a fair De- 
ceiver in a certain Yard, who has malici^ 
oufly enihared him with her Looks and Ges- 
tures, and refufes to receive his Letters. I 
am forry I have not Leifiire to take into my 
Confideration Thefe and feveral other Love* 
Cafes, which lie before me. However, in 
hopes to adminifler feme Relief to took of 
the Complainants, I {hail beftow a few Re- 
fledions upon one of their Fellow-SufererS) 
who feems to be in the greateft Diftiefsj 
which he express in the following Letter* 

IV&.FREB-THiKxtR, Junei.ifiZ. 

^TXTHEN I teU you, that I highly 
^ VV efteem all Attempts for recovering 
^ the Rights of Mankind, you will eafily ima-^ 
^ gine what a pleafing Train of Reflexions the 
^ Firft Appearance of your Paper raifed in my 
I Mind. No fooner had you cleared that 

?Gene- 



Generous Char&der, yoa kave ventured to 
fuftain, frofti tiie unfair lm]»uti(tk)n$ k haj» 
fb long been bmmfed with, ^San I be^zn to 
regard you as a kind of Oracle, to be con" 
fulted iu €!very Gafe of Doobc or Dillre{s> 
The WutiAil Idea, I hav« of a PcrloA 
equaBy ft^ irbtn Levky and Severity, fnitd 
me upon applying to you for Affiftance m ia 
A&ir, to me th« mod Drfiraaing. 

* Be not furpri^ed, Sir, to hear One, w^o 
fiands up for your Free PriDciple, at the 
fame time own himftif a Skve. Alafs, *Ti$ 
no uncommon Calamity (efpeciaHy in Youth) 
to £nd feme Darling Pjffion Lord it over 
Reafbn and Philofophy. Therefore, Dear 
Mr. Free-Tbinker, put on all your HumaBi-^ 
ty and Compaifion, while / open foymtbe 
WetUat^s of my Soul ; mj hme for Sylvia ! 

< I had by an unwearied Study (joyned to 
an unprejudiced Love of Truth) hkppily zs:-. 
quired that peikceM State €i Mind, wbith 
is the pleafing Regard of the Hon^ Free^ 
dofHy you recommend. My Liberty I 
thought Entire : and I had learnt to todfider 
Things of the nwft Sektnn Afpearance^ with- 
out the ieaft Solemnity. The PUffuitsof 
Ambition or Avarice, the Vanity of Pomp 
and Ptid^ the TraR%ort$ of Anger, with 

f every 
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* every other Irregulaiity, I knew to be Vex-^ 
« ation of Spirit. BiFen Beauty it felf I ad- 

* mired no otherwife, than as a Wife Man 
5 ought. 

* This was my Condition, when Sylvia-r- 
^ Heavens ! What Diforders, what Ravage, 
^ has That tender Creature wrought in a 

* Mind ever, till now, fecure of all its Paflions ! 

* Oh, Mr. Free^Tbinker I I blufli to teil you 
^ All. When the Dear Objeft is prefent, how 

* far am I from ftriving againft the Unreafon- 
^ ablenefs of her Power ! Alas, I abandon 
^ my Soul to Fondnefs, and am pleafed with 
^ the Ruin, which (I forefee) muft enfue ! 
^ One gentle Smile difables all my Reafon, 

* and over-pays my Lofs of Liberty. If I fly 
< from her, and take my wild Imaginations 

* to task J I fee my Folly. I Refolve:— But I 

* Return : — When the Firft kind Look melts 
^ all my Refolutions ; and I am again undone j 
^ How infupportable is my Slavery ! How bit- 
^ ter the Refleiftion, that I rufli headlong to 
I Deftrudion, againft my Better Knowledge. 

*Let me therfore. Sir, intreat your Di- 
^ redHon, how to regain my former Qjiiet 
^ and Steadinefs pf Temper : Ranfome qiq 
^ from the Slavery, I am fold to j that I 
^ may be able to read your Ledures once 

I again 
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* agam with due Attention j and I fliall return 

* you my Thanks in a Language lefs con- 
^ Aifed, than can be expeded from the prefent 

* Diforder of, SIR, 

Tour Humble Servant j 

Mitivrvsm 

III had a Spec$ck againft Love, it would 
probably turn to a better Account, than any 
Remedf ifi the whole Compafs of Phyfick : 
I queftion not, but my Chambers would be 
crowded every Day with fine Ladies and Gen- 
tlemen, who all of them, in one uneafy Mo- 
ment or other, would give the World to be 
freed frbm the Atiguiftl of their Hearts. This 
likewife woUld put the G)quettes upon their 
good Behaviouf, as often as an abufed Lover 
threatened td go to the Free-Tbinhr for Ad- 
vice. But, it is necelTary this fingle Weaknefs 
ihould be blended into our very Nature, as 
infeparably as Thought it felf : and we muft 
all be contented to fuffer in our Turns un- 
der the Tyranny of this Paffion (which fets 
Reafon at Defiance) for the fake of Pofterity. 
Happy is the Man, who efcapes without any 
Blemifli to bis Honour, or the Ruin of his 

Fortunes* 

The 
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The Cafe o£ MelmtHf h liwked yeiy defpe- 

rate, an4 fiitl of damgerous Symptoms : And, 

if i couid prove Succdsfiil in compkatmg his 

Curej I fear I ihould draw a heavy Compiauit 

upon me from Syhia, who in jdl likelihood 

would not be appeafed, tiU I had brought back 

her Captive again. Therefore, I ihall only 

venture to fend my Patient a few gentle Pre- 

fcciptix)ns, which may be of Advantyi^ to 

Them Both. In the £rft Place then, I muft 

refer MelinUit to my I'Ctter in anfwer tp * M/r* 

forabiUs i and to my Refle^ons upon a Letter 

from t <^* ^* After jthis, when he £nds him< 

felf mod in Temper, let him coolly ftate the 

Accompts of his Lpve, by computing the 

Pkafures and the Pains, the Advantages and 

thelnconvenieociesjthe Profits and theJLofles, 

arifing from it; to which he muft likewife 

add his future Hopes, and his futurp Fears: 

And if the Ballaoce at the Foot of the Ac- 

4X)mpt proves confidei:able againft his Paffion, 

muft either quit the Traffick, or re%n 

imfelf to become a Bankrupt in thp End* 

] the mean timic, let vf» advife ^Ivia to 

ave a little Patience, ao4 reip^ Cpnftant^ 

• N« 17. 

t IS* »i. 
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while Mditttus is emjiloyed in adjufting thefe 
AcaagHfts, and lemoving ailObfiiicles, wifaidi 
would embitter, if not occafion a Rupture 
in, a Ratified Treaty x)f Marriage 

If thefe Counfels ihouid be reje^d by 
Both Parties ; the next Expedieni^ I hiv£ to 
propofe to MelimuSi is to endeavour to raife 
up one ihxingPaffion to combat another: Let 
him engage in the Purfuit ef Tome ^orious 
Enterprize ; or divert the Stream of his GaUaU' 
try, by tutaing it -upon Ibme fuUime and labo- 
rious Study; for which Mankind Ihall applaud 
him, while S^via &owns and calls him inlipid . 
Creatuve ! If his Soul has not Strei^h to 
Ktfe eo theie noble R^okiticms, nor S^^vta 
Discretion to give ber Lover time to be hap- 
py : I advife him to travel, and viiit Forreign 
Pacts, and F-ortetgn Beauties j let him drii^ 
any Waters in a Diftant Countrey, and abftaln 
from Pen and Ink. If none of theTe Pre- 
Icriptions take £&d, let him not blame the 
fru-TUnltery buthis^tars. 
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Afc» CTi'w Phihfopbi fiium, •vermn etiam Ma- 
jorts mftri, Superftitimem a Religiont fefirave- 
rum. C I c E X. de Nx. Deor. 



SN my Twenty fecond Paper I 
^ endeavoured to refcue Religion 
u from its Three great Adverfaries, 
S MeifmySiiperftitioH, and Entbujitifin, 
by ihewing the Firft to be NonfenTei the 
Second, Folly j and the Third, Madnefs. 
But as the Bounds of a Half-iheet would not 
allow me to extend my Thoughts on theje 
feveral Heads; I intend to conlider each of 
them diftin&ly, and at large, in fepaiate 
Difcourfes. 1 Ihall begin with Superftition 
and Enthuflafhi} becaufe, as they aie gene- 
rally confounded with Religion, they give it 
a vail Diladvantage, when it comes to be com- 
pared with Atheilm, or Irreligion (its proper 
Oppofite) by difcolouring it with all the Ab- 
furdi' 
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furditjes, which belong only to Them. But^ 
Superfticion being the more prevailing Extra*^ 
vagance of the Two, I (hall firft take that 
Folly to task, and enquire into its principal 
Cauies and Effeds. 

The Caufes of Superftition are as various^ 
as the Weaknefles and Fancies of Men are • 
for, they are, indeed, thofe very Weaknefles 
and Fancies themfelves. Men have no Rule, 
whereby to judge of any Excellency or Per- 
fe^on, but what they find in their own Com-^ 
pofition. We have no Ideas, but thofe which 
arife either from our Senfes^ or from Reflecr* 
tion. The Ideas of Perfedion and Excel-» 
lency being the Rcfult of RefleiSion, they 
muft arife out of fuch Qpalities 5 as we 
feel within our felves : And, by augmen- 
ting and multiplying thefe, we arrive at 
fome Notion of the Supreme Deity. And^ 
though we know by Reafoning, that this 
Notion is but very Faint and Imperfeft ; yet^ 
it is AUj we can attain to in this Life. We 
can have no Conception of any Perfedion in 
God, which wne feel in no Degree within our 
felves. And, though He may have many Per- 
fedions, of which we in no wife partake j 
yet, we muft neceflatily be wholly ignorant 
of them. Oa the other Hand^ whatfoever 
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w€ perceive in our felves, and efteem a Per- 
feftion. That we naturally afcribe to any one, 
whom we would mightily extoll and bonoun 
From this Reafoning it follows, that accor- 
ding to the Good or III Qualities of Men, 
their Apprehenfions of a Deity will difer* 
The Wife and Good Man will naturally be 
led to attribute Infinite Wifdom and PerfeA 
Goodnefs to his .God : While the Ill-natured, 
the Foolifli, or the Vain, Man will fafhion in 
his Thoughts a Deity, refembling himfelf. 
The lll-naturM Man will be apt to make Him 
a peevifh, crofs-grain d Being, that takes Pica- 
fore in the Unhappinefs and Uneafinefs of 
his Dependents, and places his Glory in doing 
what He wills, and not in willing what is 
Good and Right ; requiring the moft unrea- 
fonable Service, and difdaining to let his Sub- 
jeds enquire, why he demands it : A Beings 
who is a Mafter over Slaves, rather than a 
Goveraour of Subjefts. The Foolifli, Vain 
Man will be apt to fancy, that his Deity takes 
pleafure in what he finds himfelf to be moft 
delighted with. He is raviflied with Flattery 
and fawning Addreffes; and therefore, he 
reckons the fureft way to pleafe his God is 
by Ceremonious Compliments and Cringes. 
. He hopes, by fuch idle Adorations, to foften 

Him 
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Him towards his Difobedieiice, and to make 
them pafs upon Him in the ftead of a real 
and fubftantial Care to perform the Duties 
commanded by Him. He thinks to impofe 
upon Him, as he finds himielf often impofed 
upon by Parafites and Sycophants, ^ven at the 
time he knows they intend to deceive hinn 
As his own Vanity makes him delight in coftt 
ly Apparel, with a glaring Equipage, plea- 
fed to fee himfelf funound^d with Pomp 
and Pageantry y fo, he thinks to gain the Fa-^ 
vour of his Deity by the like Trifles. He 
builds him (lately Palaces, makes ihining 
Images of Him, and fets Him off with all 
the Luftre, that dazzles the Eyes of the Vulgar j 
He provides him numerous Attendants, and 
Minifters, more for Ihew, than my real Uie, 

But then, in Order to nuke thefe ill Qua-* 
lities and Difpofitions in Men i, fufficient 
Caufe to produce all the Idolatries of Su* 
perdition, they muft be accompanied with 
an uncommon Stupidity and Inattention of 
the Mind. For^ without the Alfiftance of thi* 
Degeneracy, the other Confidcrations will 
not account for all the Follies of Superflition* 
Few Men (how wicked or vain foever they, 
may be) are fo void of Underflanding, as 
not to difcern the Deformity of the viciom 

Q 2 Anions 
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Aaions they indulge themfelves in, if they 
make iife of the leaft Degree of Reflediork 
And, therefore, they would never afcribe their 
own Defers to the Objed of their Adora- 
tion, unlefs they were firft fo weakened in 
their Intellects, as not to perceive them to 
be Infamous. This Weaknefs and Infuffi- 
ciency of Mind, (though without it no ill 
Difpofition can bring forth Superftition) yet 
may alone produce it, without the Affiftance 
of any other Irregularity. 

The Stupidity and Inattention, which foon 
prevailed in the World, depraved the Minds 
of Men to fuch a Degree, that they forgot not 
only all the true Notions of the Divinity, but 
even of every Thing, that is Good and Ex- 
cellent; by which means they became ob- 
noxious to any Abfurdities, that came in 
their way. When they had loft all the na- 
tural Notions of an Infinite, Immenfe Being, 
which belongs only to the One fupreme God, 
they devifed Innumerable Crowds of Deities, 
confined like themfelves, and moving from 
Place to Place. Thefe Gods they fuppofed 
to be in all things like Men; Luftful and 
Quarrelfome ; Falfe and Deceitfiil; full of 
Revenge, and Inexorable to their Enemies,- 
in a Word, to be Powerful in every Wicked- 

nefs. 



ncfs, that could be attributed to the worft of 
Mortals, They believed them^ not only to be 
Themfelves guilty of thofe Vices^ but even to 
prefide over them, and to prote^l and afTift their 
Votaries, in the Purfuit of Wickedneffes. 

The Cunning and the Artful Part of Man- 
kind, taking Advantage of this Corruption^ 
which the Stupidity and Inadvertency of the 
Multitude had introduced, improved mightily 
upon it, and impofed on the World all 
the wildeft Inconfifiencies^ which the Brain 
of Man could invent ; and, by that means, 
moulded the Underftandings of the Generality 
as they pleafed^ making them believe, that 
the Gods approved of every thing, they 
thought fit to dilate. They forced many 
iimple and good-natured Souls to imbibe 
fuch Notions of the Deity, as were moft 
contrary to their natural Difpofitions. They 
found the Way to terrify Men into every 
Compliance they thought proper, by a kind 
of facred Horrour and Dread, which quite 
opprefl: their Spirits, and entirely fubdued 
every Thought, that might rebell on the fide 
of Reafon. Wherever the Magus^ the Augur ^ 
or the I>mid^ thought fit to point, there they 
fell proftrate, and paid Divine Honours. Thefe 
Tyrants brought their flavifli Followers to 

(i 3 worlhip 
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worfliip not only the lowcft and moft con- 
temptible Ahimals, but even the Inanimate 
Parts of the Creation j to have all the Paflions 
of Hope and Fear, all the Sentiments of Re- 
verence and SubmiiHon, towards Things, 
which had neither Feeling nor Sentiment of 
any kind. Nay, to fuch Excefs did thefe 
folemn Cheats proceed in triumphing over 
the Underftandings of their Fellow-Creatures, 
that they have fometimes made AUlraded 
Ideas (which had not even the Shadow of 
Exiftence out of their own Brains) pafs upon 
the Crccfulous for ObjeAs of WorAip j and 
perfwaded them to adore and facrifice to their 
Chimerical Inventions, as to Divinities* 

Mankind is remarkably fubjed to Two 
jprevalent Frailties, which give an advanta- 
geous Handle to thofe, who govern them in 
riieir Religious Concerns, to hold them faft 
under the Power of Superftition. The Firft 
I fhall obfcrve, is a vehement Defire to be 
indulged in their Vices and Irregularities. 
This blinds them to fuch a Degree, that they 
are ready to believe, and to do, any thing, 
which they think will (land them in the ftead 
of Vertue^ and fave them the Expence of a 
good Life. They will acquiefce in the greateft 
Abfurdity, and fubdue their Reafon to any 

Contra- 



N^54 TJ^<? Free-Thinker. 147 

Contradidions ; They will perform the moft 
Difficult Anions, a Thoufand times more 
Difficult than any thing which Vertue re- 
quires ; upon Condition They may be excufed 
from the Pradice of Vertue. By this Weak- 
nefs They are powerfully governed: Their 
Matters indulge them in every kind of Vice 
and Diforder, and oblige them fo vaftly by 
thefe endearing Favours, that they may im- 
pofe upon them any painful or ridiculous 
Duties and Penances. 

The other Frailty is a ftrong Propenfity 
of Mind towards every Thing, that is My- 
fterious. Dark and Incomprchenlible ,• as well 
as to what is Marvellous and full of Surprize. 
This makes fo many Men defpife plain good 
Senfe, and run after every thing, which they 
do not underftand. A Religion, that is in- 
telligible, is to them no Religion at ail ; nei- 
ther do they admire any thing, they can 
comprehend. And, their Leaders are not 
backward to give them full Satisfadtion in 
this Pohrt : They are never for fWnting Man- 
kind in pretended Myfteries and Miracles, 
futtable to every Age and Complexion : which, 
though they would be of Weight I'ufficient 
to fink a Good Caufe with People of Com- 
mon Senfe ; yet with Minds duly prepared, 

Q 4 they 
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they pafs for undeniable Arguments in Fa- 
vour of the Superftitions, they are forged 
to fupport. The facred Horrour and Awe, 
which thefe Forgeries raife in weak Minds, 
conduce much to their blind Obedience ; and 
this implicite Obedience improves that fan- 
taftical Awe and Reverence: So that, when 
once they are fet on Foot, they mutually 
flrengthen each other. 

There is one Thing more I would Remark 
upon this Subjeft, which is ; That wherever 
Superftition has prevailed, the Managers have 
always taken Care to give the very Out-fide 
of it a Dark and Myfterious Appearance, 
to anfwer to the Inward Gloominefs, which 
it cafts over the Underftandings of true Vo- 
taries. Their Oracles are delivered from Hor- 
rid and Obfcure Receflfes: Their Gods lie 
hid in the thick Shades of Groves, or in Tem- 
ples where the Cheerfulnefs of the Light is 
not permitted to enter. And indeed, fuch 
obfcure Places are moft proper for the Ado- 
ration of what is not to be underftood. Some 
Perfons have fancied, that without thefe 
gloomy Strudures, Religion would foon De- 
cay ; the Truth of the Matter is, that with- 
out Them, Superftition would fpeedily de- 
cline : For, the Minds of Men would not be 

long 
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long awed by tiich an Empty Phantom, with- 
out ibme vUible Images of it to ftrike upon 
their Senfes, and terrify their Soiils. 

Having run through the Principal Caufet of 
Superftition, I Jhall refer the Confideration 
of the various Effect of this Evil upon the 
di&rent Communities of Men to another 
Paper; and difmifs my Reader with this fum- 
mary Remark upon what has been faid ; That 
as the Chriftian Religion is the beft of all 
Religions; fo Chriftian Superftition, which 
is the Corruption of that Religion, is the 
worft of all Superftitions. 



N°3y. M>»d^, July II. 171^ 



■ Sptffiihfi obit 



AdmvoU etighoti pofter radUre vidntm, 

Ovid. 



Sj SHALL du$ Day entertain my 
[JDircipies with the SubAance of 
^a Converfadon, which I minuted 
idown, while it was yet entire in 
my Memory. That, which recommends it, 
is the Novelty of the Sid>|e^ and the Mix- 
ture of Good Senfe and PleaTantty, * riiing 
out of a Topick of no great Moment. The 
Difcourfe began by remarkii^ That the Care 
of the Streets, and die Execution of the 
Laws relating to them, was much better at- 
tended to within the City of London, than in 
the Liberties of Wefiminfier. This Point fet- 
tled, Polatroputy a polite Merchant, made 
a natural Tranfition to the following Speech. 

'Amongst 
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^Amongst the fewral Regulations, du- 
ring the Reign of the late King of France^ 
for embellifliing Taris^ the reducing of the 
Sign-Pofts to an Uniformity and a moderate 
Size, was a very elegant Thought; and 
the Execution of it had a very remarkable 
Efied towards beautifying that City. It 
were to be wilhed, the great Irregularity^ 
fo vifible in this Particular through the Streets 
of Ljondtm^ were in the like manner re- 
gulated by Publick Authority. Neither does 
it feem to me unbecoming the Wifdom of 
the Nation to enaft a Law for the Orna- 
ment of fo flourifliing a Capital,- that its 
Beauty may rife in Proportion to its 
Wealth. 

^ I would not be thought to recommend 
this Confideration to the next Meeting of 
the Parliament, as a Matter of any vaft Im- 
portance I but, iince it would upon feveral 
Accounts be very Convenient, as well as 
Ornamental ; and, fince it can bring no Detri- 
ment nor Grievance upon any SubjeiS ; and 
laftly,cafl raife no Party-Debates ^ methinksj 
it would be worth. while to beftow a Day up- 
on it. To enforce this Propofal a little more, 
it might be obferved, that if the Excefs of en- 
larging Signs to an extravagant Dinienfion 

^be 
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^ be fuffered fome Years longer, without a 

* Check ; the Shops will be more darkened, 

* than at prefent, and the free Paffage of the 

* Air be in fome Meafure obftru&ed, in the 

* wideft Streets. In the next place, the 
^ fattening of fuch a Load of Wood and Iron 
5 to flight Walls, does manifeftly weaken 
^ and decay the Buildings ; which is yet more 

* evident, if we refleft upon the Power High 

* Winds have upon thefe Timber-ftandards* 
« Laftly, it ought to be confidered, that thefe 
^ exorbitant Shop-Eniigns, in Accidents of 
^ Fire, do very much facilitate the Convey- 

* ance of the Flames, in narrow Streets, from 
^ one Side to the other. 

The Company aflented to the Reaibnable- 
ncfs of the Regulation propofed : when Cri^ 
tander^ a Perfon of a regular Imagination, 
fpoke to this Effed : « What Tolutropus has 

* obferved leads me to fay fomething upon 
^ the Subje<a j though my Remarks, I con- 

* fefs, can be of no Benefit at all to the Pub- 

* lick ; and I am well pleafed they fhould 
« pafs for a flight Piece of Criticifm, perhaps 
^ rather Nice, than Juft. 

^ I S E LD o M walk along the Streets, when 

* I am in no great Hafte, without making 

* Obfervations to my felf of one Kind or 

* other 
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other: And^ I believe, were I to write 
them from time to time into a Book, they 
would be moft of them new to the oldeft 
Citizens. Monday laft, when the Bufinefe 
of the Day was over, I had Occafion to go 
from the Exchange to meet a Friend at 
White's. Upon fetting out, I took it into 
my Head to obferve the Sign-Pofts in my 
Journey, and confidered the Range of Buil- 
dings on either Hand as a long Gallery, 
fiimiflied with a great Variety pf Pain- 
tings. 

* I was very much furprized to find my 
Eyes dazzled with Gold, at every three or 
four Steps I took. As I proceeded, ftill 
the gilded Signs prevailed over thofe of any 
other Colour. Being a Lover of Elegance 
and Propriety, more than of Pomp and 
Oftentation, in all the Arts, that adorn 
Life ; I was offended to fee our City- 
Painters fo lavifli of Lacker and Leaf-Gold 
upon all Occafions, without having the leaft 
Regard to the Nature of Things. I cannot 
bear to fee the Trees, the Fiiiits, the Flowers, 
and the Plants, all undergo a Tranfmuta- 
tion : It is bringing the Curfe of Midar 
amongft us. The Eye requires Verdure 
t in the Laurel j a Crimfon or a fainter Blufli 

Mn 
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^ in the Rofe ; a Harmony of Colours in the 
^ Tulip, (frc My Realbn is fliocked, when I 
^meet with Knives, Razors, Lancets, Axes, 
^ and Saws, reprefented in a Metal, which 
^ can never be brought to take an Edge. 
^ How many Full-bottom Periwigs of Gold 

* have we in the Town ? What a Shoal of 
« golden Salmons ^ Nay, I have feen a goldea 
^ Leather Bottle, a golden Cheefe, a golden 
^ Blackamore VHead, a golden, inflead of % 
^ Silver, Half-moon ; a golden Sugar-Loa^ % 

* golden Weftphalia-Ham ; and a Tun of Gold, 
^ hanging over a Man's Door, who had not 
5 Credit for an Ounce of Silver. 

^ On the other Hand, I am pleafed witli 
c the golden Chalices, the golden Ring, the 
^ Ingot, the Crown and Sceptre ; neitlier da 

* I difapprove of the Golden-fleece : And, for 

* the Sake of the Proverb, I will not explode 
« Moimtains of Gold. But, to gild every Ob- 
^jed, without Diftin^ion, is to imitate 

* the Abfurdity of a bad Poet, who is fur- 
^ niihed with one or two flaming Epithet^ 
^ which he couples with every thing indiffe- 
^ rently, when he would exert his Imagina^ 

* tion. 

Here, this ingenious Gentleman clofed his 
Speech* After a ihort Silence, his Friend 

Polu^ 
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Pdutropus renewed the Converfation, in tte 

following Manner. 
^ W B are obligpd to you for this enter- 
taining Account of your Evening's Travels 
through QoeaffidCy Fket-^uty the Strand^ 
and Pell^JS/kll. The Obfcrvations you have 
made^ in thofe Streets, will hold good 
through all the Liberties of London and Wefi* 
minjkr. Every Body muft own your Cri- 
ticifhis to be juft, confidering the Sign-Fofts 
only as fo many Pieces of Painting, feparate^^ 
ly from any other View : But, if we look 
upon them in another light, and have re- 
gard chiefly to the End and Purpofe for 
which they are fet up ^ I am of Opinion, 
that gilded Signs of every Kind are not fo 
improper. 

^ Trade and Commerce is the only true 
Chymical Stone. It changes not only Me- 
tals, but every Produ^ of Nature and Art, 
into Gold. When a Citizen goes to his 
Seat for a little frelh Air, he does not con- 
fider the Countrey either like a Philoibpher, 
or a Poet. The Flocks, the Herds, the 
Paflures , the Com-Fields and the Forefts, 
raife no other Ima^e in his Mind, but that 
of Gold : And if you mention the Golden 

I Age to him, he underftands it in a literal 

\ Senfe ,• 
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* Senfe ; and regrets his not living in the glo- 
^ nous Days of Univerfal Traffick. 

^ In the Books, which give us an Account 

* of the early Difcoveries in the Weft-Indies^ 
^ we read, that the golden Mines of Tern and 
^ Mexico were firft found out by ibme faint 
^ Glimmerings of the Ore upon the Surface of 

* the Earth. Thus we may imagine every 
^ Shop and Ware-Houfe to be a little Mine, 
^ and the glittering Figure, which hangs out, 

* to be the natural Token of the Treafure 

* within. I am fenfible M is not Gold that 
^ glitters ; but then, at the fame time I think, 
^ there can never be too great an Appearawe 

* of Gold in the City. 

When Polutropus had made an End ,• Crctfus^ 
a folid Stock-Jobber, faid : ^ You have Both 
^ ijpoken with fo much Reafbn upon the Em- 

* bellifliments of the Streets, that I cannot 

* well lay who is in the right : But I am fo for 

* prejudiced in Favour of him who fpoke laft, 
^ as to advance this one general Maxim con- 

* ceming the Qjieftion in Debate j That Gold 

* is always a Good Sign. 

This Pun fet us all into a Laughter: It 
was uttered with fo much fimplicity of Heart, 
that I could perceive the Authour of it (who 
wondered at our Mirth) was one of thofe In- 
nocent 
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nocent Jokers, who are not confcious of their 
own Wit. Upon the Clofe of our Mirth, ad- 
dreflSng my felf to Critander^ I fald ^ ^ Therfe 
is a Sign, which the Silk-Dyers frequently 
hang out, that feems to me to exceed all 
others in Delicacy and Propriety of Inven- 
tion: I mean, a Rain-bow, and a Peacock 
(landing under it, with his Train fpread.** 
To this Critander fubjoined ^ ^ That no Trades 
feemed to give fo much Encouragement to 
the Improvement of Sign-Painting, as the 
Undertakers for Funerals, and the Petti- 
coat and Ridinghood Ware-hottfesj more 
efpecially (faid he) the Latter j whofe femu- 
lation to out-vie each other will foon carry 
the Art to Perfe^ion# A great Painter will 
probably^ in a little Time, not think it be- 
neath him t6 employ his Pencil in their Ser-' 
vice : So that Sir Godfrey is not to wonder/ 
if Kmpp or Vickenf ihould defire his Affif* 
tance to fet a Lady on Horfe-backj with a 
good Air, in her Riding-Habit j neither is 
Mr. Thor?ihill to be (urprized, if he ihould 
be entreated by Longy to paitit the Out*fida 
of a Female Cupolo. 

R ftida!ff 
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N°3(5. /r/%, J«/)i25. 1718. 

Sincerwn efi niji Vas y quodcwique infumUt 
licejciu HoR. 



gF T E R the * Ruks of Controverfi, 
3 I have one plain Motive ftill io re- 
) ferve, to incline the Heart yet 
i more to the Love of Truths with 
which I ifaall dofe my Lelfons upon this im- 
portant Vertue. This fingle Motive will 
have To powerful an Influence upon all fe- 
rious Minds, that I am perfiiaded, my Dis- 
ciples will feel the full Force of it, when 
they have given themfelves Leifure to perufe 
This Paper with Attention. The Plain and 
Powerful Motive I mean, is Sincerity in our 
Opiniont : the Commendablcnefs and the Ad- 
vantages of which Qualification I iliall en- 
deavour to explain, not by fubtil Reiinements ; 



but 



N^3^ ^^ Fre£-Thinker. 259 

but by fuch Reflexion s, as are the Refult of 
Common Senfe. 

By Sincerity in Opinions, I mean the Re- 
ceiving or Rejeding of a Nation, fo far as it 
fluU fecm to be True or Falfe, Reafonable or 
Unreafonable j without being in the leaft in- 
fluenced, in our Determination, by any other 
Confideration whatfoever. . This is true Free- 
Thinking; This is Philofophick Equity ; This 
is the Integrity of the 3owl, and the Up 
rightnefs of Reafon, fo far as it relates to 
Man ; who will always ftand juftified, fo Jong 
as his Thoughts are condui^ed by this righ« 
ttous Principle. 

The Commendablenefs of this Sincerity 
will appear io the ftrongeft Light, by repre* 
fenting to our felves the Degeneracy of thofe 
Men, who lay afide all regard to It; who 
can Talk, and Write, dnd Ad, in Defiance 
to their own Convidion ; who can ftrenuoufly 
contend for fome Opinions, which they know 
to be Falfe ; and dogmatically impofe Others 
upon the Ignorant for Evident Truths, which 
at the fame time they know to be very Dif- 
putable, not to fay Incapable of being Af- 
certained. This is fo great a Corniption of 
the whole Reafoning Faculty^ that it may, 
with Candour, be accounted an entire Defec- 

R 2 tion 






l6o TZ^tf Free-Thinker* N^3(5 

tion of the Mind from Wifdom, Vertue, ahd 
Religion ; And, though It be a State of Wick- 
ednefs, which comes not under the Cogni- 
zance of Human Laws^ yet. It manifefts a 
cool, fettled Difpofition to confound All 
Things, Vertue and Vice, Right and Wrongs 
Truth and Falfehood : So that, were not the 
Effeds of this Engrained Depravity (as they 
relate to Society) checked by the Fear of 
Penalties, and an Appreheniion of the juft 
Refentments of Mankind ; there is fufficient 
Reafon to believe, a Perfon of this profli- 
gate CharaiSer would break through all Order 
and Decency, and fet at Naught the Sacred- 
nefs of every Social Obligation, whe'n his 
Intereft and his Paffions were to be gratified. 
On the other Hand ; we may naturally fup- 
pofe, the Man, who will upon no Account 
violate the Sincerity of his Soul, is well-diC- 
pofed towards eveiy Thing, that is Good, 
and Right, and worthy of Commendation. 

The Advantages of preferving our Since- 
rity in all our Opinions, are very confidera- 
blej Which will be obvious, upon a little 
Recolleaion. Firft then; If Truth is De- 
firable, a Sincere Mind is, by its Situation, 
advantageoufly placed, and prepared, as it 
were, to Difcem It^ as a Good-natured Man 

is 
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is in a great Forwardnefs, by his Difpofition, 
to become a Well-bred, obliging Perfon, in 
all his Behaviour. Happy likewife is the 
Man of Sincerity, if we confider, that an 
Honeft Inclination is a more Uncommon Quar 
lity, than a Competent Apprehenfion : And 
it is much eafier to inform a Slow Under- 
ftanding, than to redlify a Difingenuous. Tem- 
per. From thefe Confiderations, have I thought 
it necelTiry to throw out fp many Ledures, 
purely to turn the Hearts of my Readers 
towards Truth and Sincerity, before I at- 
tempt to lead them into the Paths of Rea- 
fon ; which will not prove Difficult ta a Wilr 
ling Mind^ 

Another great Advantage of this Integrity 
of Heajrt is, that It fets the Mind at Eafe, 
and makes it refle^^ upon its own Proceedings . 
and Conflulions, with Complacency. This 
Vertue, indeed, will not keep a Man inevi- 
tably out of Errour ; but it. will abfolutely 
fecure him from any Imputation of Guilt. 
A modeft, fober Reafoner cannot be Poiicive, 
that he never Errs : But, he may be fully 
Confcious, that he is never Infincere. The 
fincere Perfon, therefore, has the Benefit of 
being acquitted to himfelf of his Miftakes ; 

R 3 whereas 
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whereas the infincere Man reaps no Inward 
Satisfaftion from the Truths, he knows. 
. Laftly ; As the greateft Advantage of AH, I 
muft obferve, That the Sincerity I am fpeaking 
of will juftify every Man in the Sight of the 
Supreme Being ,• and That the Want of it (to 
.ufe the Words of Archbifliop Tillotfon) will 
quite fpoil the Vertue and Acceptance of all our 
Fiety and Obedience^ and certainly deprhe us of 
the Reward of it. There have, I know, been 
innumerable Treatifes and Difputations upon 
this Subje^, and the Argument (plain and 
iimple as it feems) has been embarralTed with 
a great deal of elaborate, ufelefs Leammg, 
and pernicious Sophiilry. In treating of this 
Particular, fe veral Chriftian Writers have not 
fcrupled to deny^ in Effed, the Juftice, and 
Equity, and Mercy of the Deity : Whereas 
the Heathen Philofophers never doubted. That 
every Man was acceptable to the Divinity, 
from the Sincerity pf his Heart, and the Up- 
rightnefs of his Intentions. Not to perplex 
my Difciples vvi'th Nice Diftindlions and a 
Long Chain qf Dedudions, I ihall fet this 
Matter in a fair t-jght, by a familiar Illuftra- 
tion. l.et us fupjpofe a Wife and a Good 
Maftcr has a very Simple, but a yery Honeft, 
Affeftionate Servant j one^^ who at the fame 

time 
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time is Diligent^ and fpares no Pains to know 
and to execute bis Lord^s Ple^fure: Let us 
likewife fuppofe, he may fometimes mifappre- 

hend an Injuni^ion of his Mailer, (b as in the 
Simplicity of his Heart to be diligent in per- 
forming it, in a Manner quite diflferent from 
the Intentions of his Lord. Can this Wife 
and Good Matter (fully fatisfied of his De- 
pendent's innocency) punifli this Simple, Ho- 
neftj Affedionate, Diligent Servant,- and not 
bring his Wifdom, his Goodnefs, and hisjuf- 
tice, into Queftion ? Shame then befall the 
Narrow-minded, Impious Sophifter, who fhall 
prefume to imagine, the Goodnefs of God In- 
feriour to the Candour of Man ! Upon this 
Occafion therefore it may juftly be laid ^ He 
that walketh uprightly^ rvalheth furely. 

To apply this Difcourfe to my Purpofe; 
Without this Sincerity in Opinions, and a 
Difinterefted Love of Truth, no Man can 
make a Dired Progrefs in the Knowledge of 
Politicks, of Morality, nor of Religion : Be- 
caufe the Prejudices of Palfion, and Intereft, 
and Education, (which are more efpecially 
apt to fall in with thefe Studies) will, in Pro- 
portion as Tiiey prevail, weaken the Influence 
6{ Reafon, and darken the clearefl: Apprehen- 
fion. It was therefore from a thorough In- 

R 4 fight 
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fight into Human Nature, that the moft Emi- 
nent Ancient Philofophcrs proceeded by this 
Method in their Schools ; who always requi- 
red a Teachable Difpofition in their Hearers, 
before they thought it proper to entruft Them 
with their Dodrines. 




N^37. Monday, July l?^.!'^!^. 
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Amatque 



Janua limen j 
Qua prim faciks movepat 
Cardincf, Hor. 




Y Readei:s have feen, by the Paper 
of la(l Fridajy that I have finiihed 
my Preparatory LeSlures. So that, 
allowing them the Leifure of a 
few Days to digeft them thoroughly, I Ihall 
paufe a little, and give my Scholars and my 
felf a fliort Refpite frohi Philofophy. During 
thefe Holidays therefore, I can re(;on[\mend a 
very Ingenious Epiftle to them, which I have 

received 
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received (about fix Weeks ago) from an Un- 
known Correfpondcnt , whofe Wit and Hu- 
mour I am the better pleafed with, becaufe 
his Pleafantry carries a Moral along with it, 
and tends to Reform an Abufe in a Place^ 
where I would have Vertue and Learning flou- 
rifh above All other Confiderations. 

To the FREE-THINKER. 

SIRj ^.]ohrisCollege^O}ionyJun.i9. iji2. 

^ A S you are an Encourager of the Li- 

< X\ bpral Arts and Sciences, the following 

* RelatiQU from one of our Seats of Lear- 
^ ning may, perhaps, not be unacceptable to 
« you. It hasi been a Cuftom, thefe Two 

* Years, for the Beau-Students and the Co- 
^ quette-Reauties of Ojcford to affemble on 
^ 5«»^J!-Evenings in Merton Garden 5 which 
^ goes by the Name of Link Kenfington Gar- 
^ deny aqd Vanity-Fair. The learned Society 
^ of that College have, as I hear, upon ma- 

< ture Deliberation, refolved to put an end to 

* Thefe Meetings ; and their Orders to fhut 

* up the Garden-Gate on Sunday next, are al- 
^ ready known, and received with Indignation 
^ by the Fair of Both Semes. Thalejhify who 
^ pleafed her felf with the Thoughts of ap- 

* pearing 
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* pearing, at the next Rendezvous, in a new 

* Head-drefs, is loudeft in the Out-cry j and 

< has laid her Commands on a Dozen-of her 
'tailed Admirers to bring the Gate, Bars, 
« Pofts and All, to her Lodgings, before Satur- 

f daj Night. 
* I cannot wiih Thaleftris Succefs in her In- 

* jun^ons ; and am perfoaded, you will agree 
' with me, when I lay before you my Obfer- 
' vationson this Afiair. Ever fince the forefaid 

* Walks have been haunted by (o many Beau- 

< tiful Apparitions, the Youth of Tliis Univer- 
*fity have ftudied nothing, but Love, and 

< Gallantry, and Drefs. I remember to have 

* met fomewhere with the Complaint of a 

< Great Metaphyfician, who lamented tbeMif- 

* fortune of having the Web of his Brain ofr 
« ten broken, and his Thin Speculations ruffled, 

* by the Buzzing of a Fly in his Study. - If 
' this Philofopher's Attention was difcoiiipo- 

< fed by fo flight a Vibration of the Air ,• 

* how is it poflible a young Fellow ihould be 

* able to maintain a (erious Thought againft 
c the Flutter of Belinda^s Fan, or the Loud 
« Laughter of MeliJJa ? What Application to 

* dry Learning can be expeded from him, 

* while the gay Ideas of Vanity-Fair fwim on 

* his Imagination i Are you not of Opinion, 

*he 
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he will be apt to lay afide his Syftem of 
Logick for a Volume of Mifcellany-Poems,- 
and to think there is more fine Reafoning in a 
Couplet of Waller^ than m Twenty Syllo- 
gifms? All the Works, which have been 
produced, fince this AfTembly flouriflied, aje 
a few Sonnets and Love-Odes. A Year ago, 
Nafo pubiiihed a Poem on Merton Walks - 
"wherein he gave us the Portraiture of every 
Beauty, that made her Appearance there. 
The Authour never appears in the AfTembly, 
but he is received with a particular Regard 
by all the Females : They conlider him as 
One, who (for aught they know) may be 
taking a Lineament, or tracing a Feature, at 
eveiy Turn, as he pafles : It is pleafant to ob- 
ferve with what Exadncfs they put them- 
felves on a fudden into their feveral Attitudes, 
as they tome near him. Rofettay who is 
apprehenfive of being drawn with more Co- 
lour in her Face, than is convenient, com- 
plained aloud, as he paiTed by. That this 
Walking had ftrangely fluihed her. Zelinda 
did not deferve to be left out of his Poem : 
I can Witnefs, flie has Walked for her Pic- 
ture with an unwearied Diligence, ever 
fince. 

* There 
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* There is another Evil, Mn Tree-Thinker j 
arifing out of the Former ^ which is infup- 
portable. The Ladies, fince they have had 
an Opportunity of viewing their whole col- 
ledive Strength, are grown fo Ambitious,* 
as even to enter into a Defign of fubverting 
the Ancient Privileges of the Univerfity, 
and of taking the Government into their 
Hands. They have projeded an Uebdoinadal 
Meethig ; where the Conferring of Degrees, 
and the Difpofal of Places, is to be canvaffed. 
They have already nominated a Poetry^Lec-- 
turer ; and threaten to lay the Whole Body 
of Mafters of Arts under an Interdiii of Bo- 
hea and Bread and Butter, if they refufe to 
confirm their Choice. Belinda^ who is cho- 
fen Prefident, has been to advife with the 
Recorder (upon a Scruple of her Mother's) 
whether their Meeting would come within 
the Riot-Aa, As I am a Member of the 
Ugly-faced Qub (who fliJl meet at St. Johns, 
and were formerly Patronized by the Spec- 
tator) I cannot but have terrible Apprehen- 
fions for the Intereft of the Society. It is 
eafy to forefee, all our Worthieit Members, 
who have not their Degrees alreacfy, are like 
to continue Undergraduates for ever, if ancfe 
I this New Authority be well efkbliflied. 

^If 
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* If the Ladifes made ufe of the Influence, 
they have over our Sex, to animate us in 
our Purfuits of Learning, I fliould not com- 
plain. But, Alas, their Condud is quite 
the Reverfe ! Eubulm^ who is noted for his 
Erudition, was put out of Countenance for' 
making an awkward Bow ; while Frankair' 
(an Outfide Fellow) who tripped out of the 
Garden laft Sunday^ repeating a Diftich in 
JVaUeTy is the Delight and Admiration of 
the whole Walks. Amongft all the char- 
ming Peripatetich^ Polyglotta is the Perfon, 
whofe Power I fee encreaie without Regret. 
Poljghtta is Well-read; and dherilhes that 
Accomplifliment in Others. When fhe was 
canvaffed for the Poetry*Le^re, flie declared 
for no Body, till ihe had examined into the 
Merits of the Candidates. I am told, the 
Gentleman, whofe Intereft Ihe efpoufes^ has 
promifed (if he lucceeds) to read his Firft 
Lefture upon the Fourth Book of Virgil. 

* Neverthelefs, while Polyglotta ftands alone,' 
and unaffifted in her Singularity to diftin- 
guilh Merit , I defpair of feeing a true 
Reliih for the Sciences revive ; or the 
Fdhionable Aife^ation removed (which en- 
creafes daily amongft us) of being alhamed 

t of the Chara^er of a Scholar, in a Place 

* dedi- 
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dedicated to the M ufes. Cyntbio has PartSy 
Vivacity, and Learning : But, the Dread of 
the Imputation of Pedantry, forces him to 
feveral Shifts, to conceal what he has acqui* 
red by Reading. It is owing to This, that 
one never fees the leaft BlemLQi of Ink upon 
his Nails. He ftudies hard ,-. but never leaves 
his Chamber, till he has fmoothed every 
Trace of Thought in his Countenance, by 
a Tune on the Flute. He fuflfers himfelf to 
be confuted frequently in his Difputes, when 
he has many weighty Reafons in Referve ; 
which he dares not urge, for fear of being 
thought too knowing. Cyntbio has many 
Admirers Here, who imitate his Gayety 
and feeming Contempt of Books : But, not 
feeing into the Cheat, They aft a Part in 
Earnefl, which is only Feigned in Him. I 
affure Cyntbio, if he goes on to delude fo ma- 
ny hopeful Youths, I will difcover his Hypo- 
crify. I fliall not fcniple to publifh to the 
Female World, that I have feen a Large Fo- 
lio Common-Place-Book in his Study, with 
a Greek Motto in the Firfl Page, writ with 
his own Hand : Nor, Avail it any longer re- 
main a Secret, that he hires one W^r to 
play on the Flute in his outward Room, 
while he 1$ fb deep in his Studies, that he 

* does 
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' does not hear a Note j and thinks to .eojojr 

* .the Credit of being a very Idle Fine Gen- 

* tleman, and an excellent Flutenift. Cyntbio 
' gives out, that he will force open the Door 
' of Mertm Garden: But, if he moves a Finger 
'in the Qparrel of the Ladies, I fliall take 

* Care to let them know, that he riles by 

* Three in the Morning to pore over Mathe- 
' maticks. 

' Dear Sir, I do not know, whether you 

* are Ugly j We hope for the beft : If you 
'are, I am fure you will pity the Pdor Clubj 

• ' and thint of fome way to keep down faiitj- 
' Riir, for the liitute. Jlugh Goilin, our PrC: 
' fident, gives his Service te you. 

I am, S I R, 

Tciir moft AjfeSimitte, 

Thersites Philobiblos. 
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Frima ciu Teucris prum certamina claffit . 
^aijw f {(i«/i> offfi vakt j (J- jxi TOr«fi« audax, 
Aut jacuh IncecUt miUor, Icvibufqui fagitth; 
Seu crudo fidit puffumi committae cifiu : 
CmSi itdjmt, mriuqiu expeSent frtmia fabm. 
Vixc> 



KEXT to the Care of Enaaiiig 
I wholefbme Laws fot the Ordering 
I of a Society, and ibr Securing the 
3 Liberty and Property of its Mem- 
bers ; the Inftituting of Publick Games' and 
Spe^cles for the People, is highly becoming 
the Wifdom of the l^lagiftrate j and has al- 
ways been efteemed, in the beft regulated 
Governments, a very material Branch of Po- 
liticks. And, indeed the Former, without 
the Relief of the Latter, will appear too 
fevere, to reduce the Populace to a cheer- 
6al Obedience. Even the Wifeft Men require 

fom« 
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fome Relaxation from their ferious Applica- 
tions ; much more do the Vulgar, from theit 
Labours. Therefore, fince Mankind muft 
have Vacations from Bufinefs^ Seafons to rC- 
lilh Life in ; it is the Height of political. Pru- 
dence to contrive, that Men may be diverted 
Without Lofs of Time ; and be Idle, as it 
were, to fome Purpofe. 

Neither is it a difficult Matter to introduce 
fuch Recreations amongft the People, as may 
either allure their Minds to Vertufe, or fdrm 
their Bodies for Exploits. Thefe Recreations 
are of Two Sorts ; Publick Games and Pub- 
lick Shews: the One more immediately af*» 
feift the Body* the Other, the Mind. For 
this Reafon the moft Vertuous and Fldurifli* 
ing States have always had a particular Re- 
gard to Both theCi DiVerfiorts, to compleat the 
Good Citiien^ and render him Entire to hii 
Countrey. I (hall confine my prefent Dif* 
courfe to Publick Games or Exercifes, and 
take another Opportunity to confider Shew^ 
or Spedlacles* 

It is well known^ that the Gatn^sof Cirfff?, 
fo much celebrated by the Poets and HiC* 
torians, wete inftituted by Great and Wife 
Men, in Honour of fome God or Heroe j and 
that, the Exerdfes, performed in thofe Gamjes, 

S wer« 
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were fuch as were mc^ proper to train up their 

Youth for the Service of the State, in Times 
of Danger. The moft remarkable of Sportr 

in this kind^ amongft the Moderns, is the 
BulLFeaft (an old Moorijh Game) ftili cele- 
brated upon certain Feftivals in Spain and 
Portugal ; which makes their Gentry exceU^ 

in Horfemanfliip, the other Nations of Europe. 
Our Ludicrous Patriots, when they refled 

upon thefe Things, will, I hope, for the fu- 
ture, learn to be Merry and Wife ; that we 
may have no more Whirling nor Grinning 
Matches : Let them not call the Countrey- 
People together, upon Holydays, to be Witnef- 
fes to their Puerile Genius j except they are 
Ambitious of being Chronicled for Deciding 
Prizes in the Gams of Folly, 

As, on the one Hand, Care ihould be taken 
to avoid all fliameful Levity j fo on the other. 
It is not fitting to introduce any Thing into 
die Sports of a People, which offends true 
Manhood, and infpires a Savagenefs of Tem- 
per. Let our Publick Exercifes therefore 
(fuitable to every Rank and Condition) be 
fuch only as naturally form the Limbs to 
Agility and Strength; efpecially in fuch a 
manner as may be ferviceable to the Commu- 
nity. Upon this Account, the Propriety of 

Nati- 
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National Games confifb in adapting them to 
the Age and the Place ; and, in fupplying 
Thofe, that grow obfolete and ufelefs, by 
New Ones. 

Jufts and Tournaments, and Shooting in the 
Long^Bow, were heretofore very manly Re- 
creations, and worthy to be encouraged : But, 
an univerial Change in Martial Difcipline haf 
rendered them now as Infignificant, as Chariot- 
Races, or the Pradice of the Sling. Accor* 
ding to the Caft of our Times, Riding th« 
War-Horfej fliooting with the Harquebufs, 
as in Switzerland} the Exercife of Armsi 
Mock-Fights and Sieges, (direded by Men of 
Skill) would turn our Holidays and Feftivali 
to Account: Thefe would prove Games of 
Dignity, not only becoming the Patronage of 
Great Men, but even worthy the ConfideraT 
tion of a Britijh Parliament : And It were to 
be wiftied, that every Gentleman of an Eftate, 
would allot Rewards within his Rural Domi" 
nions, to improve the Inferiour Inhabitants iA 
Cudgel-Playing and Wreftlingj and raze all 
the Cock-Pits in his Jurifdidion. 

We are celebrated through the World fot 
the Swiftnefs of our Horfes : an empty Praife, 
without the Addition of other Qualities. King 
WHliMny who was fenfible of this ExtraVa-r 

S 2 gance. 
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gance, did endeavour to improve oiir Racers 
into a Serviceable Breed, by obliging the Hor- 
feSj that ran for His Plates, to carry a more 
than ordinary Weight. It is Pity (methinks) 
the Legiflative Authority has never purfued 
fo proper a Hint, to make the Diverfions of 
NeW'Marhet^ a Publick Benefit. The pre- 
fent Generation of Race-Horfes is of fo flight 
a Make, as to become ufelefs in ail the Exi- 
gencies of Life ,• unlefs I may be allowed 
to recommend one of the Flceteft to the 
Pretender^ for a Charging-Horfe, upon his next 
Landing. 

But, of all Games, thofe which deferve 
nioft to be advanced, in Great Britain^ are 
Naval Sports and Exercifes; fuch as Swim- 
ming, Diving, Rowing, Sailing, (jjc. To be 
able to manage a Boat with Dexterity, is of 
as great Confequence in this Ifland, as it was 
to be an expert Charioteer in Ancient Greece. 
In this Particular, I cannot omit giving Mr. 
Vogget (who has been fo eminent on our 
Theatre) his due Praife upon this memorable 
Day, and recommending his Example to my 
Countreymen, who defire to diftinguilh Them- 
felves by a Publick Spirit. By inftituting an 
Annual Prize to be rowed for, he has raifed 
up a laudable Ambition in the Youth of the 

Thames ; 



N^'jS 91?^ Free-ThinRer. 277 

Thames : He has put them upon fiudying the 
Knowledge of the River, and carrying the 
Skill of the Oar to Perfe^on. This may 
animate Perfons of ample Fortunes and Su^ 
periour Quality to inftitute Naval Exercifes, 
and' carry the Games from the River into the 
Ocean; whereby the Britons may be taught 
to enlarge their Commerce, and maintain the 
Sovereignty of the Seas. As Mr. Dogget 
has the Glory of being the Firft Founder of 
thefe Water-Games, which may in Time rife 
to a greater Pomp and Solemnity j fo has he, 
with equal Prudence and Loyalty, appointed 
them to be exercifed in Commemoration of 
his Majefty's happy Acceffion ; without which, 
our Free Conftitution had, in all Appearance, 
expired. 

This Day Twelvemonth, I was a private 
Spedhtour of this River-Game : But, now I 
have determined to attend It in a Barge, 
rowed by Sb^ Free-Sailors and True Proteftants. 
From what I obferved laft Year, the following 
Verfes of Virgil^ tranflated by Dryden^ give 
a lively Image of the Publick Diveriion of 
the Day. 

S 3 "' Tow 
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Four Galliei firft, vohicb eqml Rowm bear, 
'Advancing, in the IVdtry Up appear. 
They grife their Oari ; and every family Breafi 
Is rmi'd by Turns with H«fe, by Turns wi 

Fear depreJI. 
The Clangor of the Trmtfet gives the Sg/i ; 
Jii once they fiart, advancing in a Line : 
With Shout! the Sailors rend the ftarry SHis; 
Ij^'d with their Oari, the fmcaiy Billows rife, 
ExaH in Tmi, with equal Strokes they row ; "i 
At once the brufiii^ Oars and brazen Prow I 
Dafi itf the fandy Heaves, and ope the Depths i 
bebw. J 

Not fiery Comfers, in a Chariot Race, 
Invade the field witb half fo fmift a Pme. 
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Conceit^ in weakeft Bodies^ fl^o^g^ft worh. 

Shaksp. Rimlef* 




An KIND attend fo little to the 
latent Springs, by which they are 
nioved, that the far greater Num- 
ber, when they leaft fufped it, aft 
by Paliion, and not by Reafon, even in the 
moft ferious Concerns of Life. We are fel- 
dom aware of the fecret Workings of our In- 
clinations ^ and often, when we imagine we 
proceed moft upon Principle, the Heart im- 
pofes upon the Underftanding. 

There is likewife another great Intricacy 
in Human Nature, which efcapes the Obfer- 
vation of the Generality. It frequently hap- 
pens, that a remarkable Excellency is in a 
great Meafure, if not wholly, owing to fomo 
predominant Failing : So that, in rooting out 
a Complexional Vice^ we may endanger a 
Vertue, that grows up with It, and twines, 

S 4 as 
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as it were, about It. The Soul has its 
Lights and Shades, which mutually heighten 
each other : And it requires a very mafterly 
Hand to foften the Shadowings, and not 
deaden the brighter Colours, in proportion. 
In the Applications therefore of Philofophy 
(as in Prefcriptions for the Body) great Still 
is required, by attempting to Strengthen the 
Mind on one (ide, not to Weaken It as much> 
or more, in another Part. 

I Choose to explain my Second Obfervation 
by a Weaknefs, very Common amongft Wo- 
men. Their unreafbnable Fears and Appre- 
henfioqs, the fuddain Terrours of their Imagi- 
nation, and their Propenlity to Frights upon 
every little Accident, is a heavy Tax not 
only upon their own Quiet, but like wife 
upon the Tranquillity of the Men, whofe 
Affedions are interefted in their Happinefs : 
For, a Perfon, whofe Spirit is feldom or never 
allarmed with any Fears for Himfelf, is capa- 
ble of being terrify*d beyond Meafure at the 
unexpeded Shriek of a btjloyed Female. And 
yet, this uncoirtroulable Timidity in the Fair 
Sex does, no doubfy very much contribute to 
heighten and fecure i^hofe Vqrtqes, which are 
peculiarly eminent in T.hemt This Feminine 
Frailty is a f^^^ to theiV Mo4efty, and a 

ftrong 
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ftrong Guard to their Honour. It likewife 
improves that foft Difpofition, that engageing 
Tendernefs, which is fo commendable in a 
Wife and a Mother: And, were young Ladies 
to be reafoned into a Hardinefs of Temper^ 
or a Manly Refolution ,• it is very much to 
be queftioned, whether They would remain 
fo fcrupulous of their Reputation ; and whe- 
ther they would be fo unwearied and vigilant 
in their tender Offices over an Infant, whofe 
Death they imagined themfelves able to fup- 
port. In correding the Mind therefore, with 
reference to Imperfeftions of this and the like 
Nature, the fafeft Condud is to have regard 
to the true State of Humanity, and the main 
Exigencies of Society : Not to be too rigid 
and critical in redifying fmall Irregularities, 
like an over-judicious Authour, who poliflies 
away the Strength and Energy of his Thoughts; 
but to fiiffer a Pardonable (I might perhaps 
fay, Providential) Failing, for the fake of pre- 
ferving a great and neceflary Vertue. To il* 
luftrate this Notion yet farther j the moft pru- 
dent Management is, to endeavour, as near 
as pollible, to fettle fuch a Ballance of Power 
between Reafon and the Social Palfions, that 
neither may grow abfolute, and prevail over- 
much, to die Prejudice of the Other: Sjpcc a 

Heart 
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Heart chiUed with Philofophy^ will hardly kd 
the warm Emotions of Teodernefe and Gt^ 
nerofity ; and a Breaft, glowing with PaiSem, 
will as little be tempered by the Adraoni- 
tions of Reafon, as a Refiner's Furnace will 
be cooled by Sprinklings of Water. 

It is very much to be regretted^ that a 
tolerable Degree of this happy Temperature 
is hardly to be found amongft Women ; more 
efpecially with Regard to the Weaknefs al« 
ready mentioned. Their Imaginations are 
without Controul ; and their Appreheniions too 
violent : Their Fearfulnefs exceeds all Bounds ; 
their Surprizes are extravagant ; and they live 
in a World of Terrours. They may, in this 
Particular, be compared to Afpin-Trees, which 
tremble with the flighteft Breath of Air, 
while all the other Trees of the Forefl ftand 
unmoved. A great niany Inconveniencies, and 
even Difaflers, rife out of this Single Infirm 
mity; which imbitter our Lives, as well as 
Theirs, and render our mutual Felicity very 
Precarious. From this Unhappinefs proceed 
fb many fuddain Diforders of various Kinds • 
fo many Indifpofitions and fatal SicknefTes in 
full Health; fo many Deje^ons, and even 
Difiradions, of Spirit in found Underftaadings : 
And, to This, alone it is to be attributed, that 

feve- 



ieveralFatnili^ are deprived of HeirSr WiM«fr> 
as a moderate Fkmnefs of Soul, and a little 
Habit of Recolle^oa (which m%ht be kitro^ 
dticed without abating the Softne^ of the Sex) 
would make them more happy in Themfelve^, 
dnd a compteatei* Bleffing to the Men. 

This Feminine Timidity, in fo trild att 
Excefs, is rather a Fault of Edncation, thanr 
in Infirmity of Nature. The Mothers, by 
their Example, teach«the Daughters from their 
Childhood to fliriefc at Trifles i and habi^ 
tuate them to be in pretty Agoniey, when 
Smiles would be more reafomWe^ and' more 
becoming. Thefe Countetfeit Terrours often; 
grow, m time, to be Real ; at leaft, they help 
to weaken Nature, where She moft wants to 
be fortifjr*d. The Ladies will pardon the 
free-Thinker (who deals not much in Com- 
pliments) if he furmizes, that there 1$ Ibme- 
times a Share of Affedbtion in this wondrous 
Facility of lapfing mto Diforders, upon the 
flighteft Warning. I defire my Fair Difciples 
to difcoantenance thefe wanton Fears j fince 
riiey contribute to make this Kind of Wo- 
manhood more univerfal, than it would other- 
wife be J becaufe feveral weak Imaginations^ 
not apprized of the Cheat, catch it, as a Dif- 
temperj and, feel thofe Frights itt Earneft, 

which 
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which the more Accompliflied only Aft. 
Tmidula fencies this Humour improves he? 
Charms j and thinks, flie fliould not be thought 
more Beautiful than her Companions, if it^e 
did not appear more Fearful. 

I admire the Charafter of Sophronia^ who 
does not afpire to Mafculine Vertues, and at 
the fame time is above the capricious Ter^ 
rours of Women. She is not accuftomed <o 
ftartle at every commoa Accident j and yet, 
a paflionate Tale ihall make her weep. She 
can hear it Thunder with a Compofure of 
Mind ; but, if her Lord is in the leaft indif- 
pofed, ihe cannot clofe her Eyes. She can 
hear the Cry of the Night-Raven, and look 
at a falling Meteor or an Eclipfe, without 
being alarmed : And yet, ihe never could have 
the Courage to venture to a Malquerade. 

I have been led into this Subje^, in pure 
Compaflton to the Ladies, by the Relation 
of an unfortxmate Accident, which b^appeped, 
h&JVbitfunWeek/in HertfardP^ire. TwoCoun- 
trey Virgins fet out on Horfeback, to fee 
the Diverfions of a neighbouring Fair. The 
One (whom I ihall call Lucia) rode Single ^• 
the other (whofe Name was Fbebe) Double. 
They had a River to pafs oiver : When they 
were on the Bridge, Lupia's Horfe darted j 

and 
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and leaped, over the Rail, into the River. 
The Rider however was taken fafe out of 
the Water, virithout any other Detriment, 
but being Wet. They put into a Farm-Houfe, 
to dry her Clothes : Where Phebe compUined, 
that the Fright Ihe felt upon Lucia's Account 
had . much difordered her, and given ber a 
vic^lent Pain in her Head. She continued 
very penfive, notwithftanding all they could 
lay or do i and did not find her felf in any 
Difpofition to partake of the Amufements of 
the Fair. This Melancholy, urhich had feized 
her Spirits, occaHoned the Company to re- 
turn homewards much earlier, than they in- 
tended. When they came near the Bridge 
again, the Impreflion of her Friend's Danger 
renewed itfelf fo powerfully in Phebe s Ima- 
gination, that Ihe fell otf the Horfe (from 
Behind her Brother) into Convulfions; and, 
being carried into a Houfe hard by, flic died 
within a fcw Minutes. 
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/t, Virgo infiUx, qiu U Jematit of it! 

Vnc 



jN the Twenty-Third putt, I «• 
f ceived i concile Epiftle in i moft 
I Feminine Charafier, without any 
i Name or Date. I dare centure to 
pronounce it Genuine, from the Stile and Ar- 
gument! and I fluU give it to the P»l>lidt,as 
a very Natural Piece of Writing, and com- 
pleat in its Kind. 

To Mr. TREE-THINKER. 

SJR, 
< T Obferv'd, in one of your Papers, a Friend 
' J. of yours was in great Care to know 
'what Party you belonged to. If he will 
' but take the Paint to read feme of your 
' Late foolilh Scribhng, it will put him out 
f of Pain about that Matter. I can fee no- 
' thing 
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^ tbmg in my of them, which dcferws fo 
^ miKh Applaufe ; but only to make Laughter 

* for Fools : For, I think no Man of Senfe^ 
^ but may beftow his Time far better, than 

* to mind any fuch Stuff. Neither does it fo 

* well become you to meddle fo much about 
^ Religion j but only a Body may think you 

* have none, or elfe fo fmall a Share of it, 

* that it can hardly be perceiv'd without a 
^ Long Pair of Spedacles. And if the Go- 

* 'vemmeat think fo well of it, as to let every 

* one have their Liberty, I cannot fee what 
^ ihch Hot-brain'd Fellows has to do to viii- 
< iy any one about it. 

I NcED not acquaint my Readers, that 
this Letter comes from a Female FaMtkk* 
I find, file has been looking in my "^ Glafsj 
which has put her out of Conceit at once 
with the Free-Thinker^ and Her felf. Per- 
haps (faid a young Member of the Royal-So- 
ciety) it has had the Effed of a Burning- 
Glafs upon her ; and the Focus of it may have 
fo vitrify 'd her Heart in Errours, that it is 
become too hard and brittle to receive any 
Impreifions from Reafon. However, as Ihe 
feems refolved not to part with her Opini- 
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ons, I advife her at the £ame time to keep 
her Temper ; fince Anger is thrown away 
upon a Philofopher. I muft obferve, that 
file is guilty of one very willful Ovei-fightj 
when ihe infinuates, that her Se^ is tolerated 
by the Government. They are not puniflied 
indeed, as their Difobedience deferves, and 
the Laws require } which, in the Opinion of 
xnoft Good Subjefts, is now more properly a 
Negligence, than Lenity, in the Magiftrates. 
This voluntary Miftake concerning Toleration, 
(which they would fain impofe upon us) 
obliges me to produce an Obfervation, which 
a Gentleman, whofe Bufinefs it was to talk 
with a great many of them, made upon thefe 
Fanaticks : They will not Swear, (faid he,) but 
they will Lye and Prenjoricate tnoft mtorioufy. 

When I publiihed my * Three Difcourfesj 
from the Fourth to the Eleventh of July^ I 
had in Referve fome farther Confiderations 
relating to the Fanaticks ; which did not pro- 
perly fall in with my Defign, at that Time : I 
ihall therefore take the Opportunity of throw- 
ing them into This Paper ; that my Countrey- 
men may, in the Compais of Foiu* Ledures> 
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have a full Account of the Delulion of thefe 
People, and the Wickednefs of their Leaders. 

1 T has ever been the Cunning of Fanaticks 
(and indeed there is a Neceflity for it) to fet 
up Ibme New abfurd* Opinions and Pradices, 
or to revive Old Ones, that have been explo- 
ded. I believe it is an Opinion and Prance 
intirely New (very Extraordinary at leaft, I 
am fure) that Numbers of People fliould 
afiemble Themfelves (contrary to Law) un- 
der a Pretence of Religious Worfliip, to Pray 
for the Confufion of their Countrey, and the 
Deftrudtion of an Eftabliflied Government, 
under which they may enjoy all the Rights 
and Privileges of their Fellow-Subjeds. Such, 
in Effed, has been the Perfwafion and PraAice 
of the Fanaticks, ever fince they have had the 
Audaciouihefs to open their Congregations, in 
ib Publick a Manner, in feveral Places through- 
out the Cities of London and JVeftjmnfter : 
Since, ail thofe Petitions, which are inferred 
ID the Liturgy of the Church of England 
for the Prefervation of the Kingj the Royal 
Family, and the State, are by Them perver- 
ted, and put up to Heaven, with great Fer* 
vour, for their Overthrow. I Ihall Ieav€ 
their Dodors to anfwer for the Impiety of this 
Mock'-Worfliip to their own Confciences t 

T BuC| 
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But, as to the Abfurdity of it, I muft obferve 1 
Tlut it is inconfifient with common Senfe, 
and the plainefl Maxims of Society, for any 
Communion to renounce the Authority of 
the Civil Magifirate. ^Allegiance and Pro- 
tedion are Reciprocal in all Countries^ and 
every Man does indifpenfibly owe an Alle- 
giance to the Prince, £rom whom he te- 
ceives Protedion. 

As to the Abfurd Exploded Dodrines, 
which the Fanaticks have Revived, They are 
for the moft Part (if not alJ) fuch as would 
in a little time make us loofe Sight of the 
Reformation, and run us quite back into 
Popery : And yet, they have the Affurance 
to call Themfelves Proteftants; and pretend 
to be the only Legitimate Sons of the 
Church of England. Do not their Priefts, 
and feveral of their Writers, contend for 
the Ufe of Chrifm in the Baptifmal Wa- 
ter j for the Oblation of the Elements in 
the Euchariftj for the Mixture of Water 
with the Sacramental Wine,- for Auricu- 
lar Confeffion ; Prayers for the Dead ; and 
for the Authority of Tradition? Let their 
Difciples be once throughly convinced, that 
thefe Obfolete Superftitions are Orthodox, 
and they will foon be perfwaded, that the 

Refor- 
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Reformation was Impious and Heretical : Nei« 
ther will they reft fatisfy'd, till the Royal Prieft^ 
hood is Reinthroned in Great Br it amy and refto^ 
red to their ancient Pomp and Grandeur. 

If wc confider the Diftinguiihing San^ity 
of the Fanaticks, we ftiall find, it does not 
confift in a pundual Adherence to the ex- 
prefs Dodrines and Precepts of the Gofpely 
nor in a Purity of Morals exceeding That 
of their Neighbours ; the Eflfentials of the 
Chriftian Religion : But, in fuch Estravagan-' 
cies as their feditious Teachers impofe up- 
on them for Eflfentials. The Super-Excel- 
lency of their Religion (as Proteftants) is 
founded upon its Singularity : They place it 
in adhering to a Perfon, they are Taught to 
believe the Right Heir to the Crown 1 and 
in purfuing Salvation under the Guidance, 
and through the Means, of a truly Right 
Prieft, whom, at this Diftance, it is impof- 
fible to find out ; and (by the By) no Man, 
according to them, can be a Right Prieft, 
who is not determined to be a Rebel. Mr. 
Dodwell (an eminent Authour of their Se£t) 
has prefumptuoufly carried the Powers of 
this Difaffeded Priefthood to fuch a Height, 
as to make even the Immortality of the 
Soul to depend upon their Baptifm. 

T 2 I do 
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I do not recoiled, that I have omitted 
any material Obfervation relating to the Fa- 
naticks ; nor, that I have wronged them in 
any Circumftance. As for the treacherous 
Guides of thefe Abufed People, it is to be 
feared, they are not to be wrought upon 
by Reafon. They have Underftandings to 
apprehend the Unjuftifiablenefs of their Prac- 
tices i but, they have not Hearts difpofed to 
own it. Neverthelefs, my Labours, joined 
to the Writings of others, may contribute 
to weaken the Power of their Witchcraft, 
and to thin their Affemblies. Let their Hear- 
ers refleia fedately with themfelves ; and 
from the manifeft Advances, which their 
Teachers make towards the Church of Rcnne^ 
they will have (uflicient Reafons to belie\'e, 
that it is not the vain Rights of the Pretender^ 
but the Caufe of Popery, they fo indufhrioufly 
promote under a fpecious Difguife. 

Laftly J to apply to the Interefts of thofe 
weak Men, who feem to be engaged like 
Perfons in Purfuit of the Philofopbers Stone : 
Let them confider, their long Succeffion of 
Hopes, and the repeated Promifes of their 
Wife Men, are vanilhed like a Dream : And 
now, the very Foundations of their Delufion 
fink apace, by the Publick Tranfaftions of 

Europe. 
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Europe. I forewarn them therefore not to re- 
ly upon Cardinal Alberoni ; but to remember, 
that their great Confidence in the King of iic/fy, 
the Czar of Mufcavy, and the King of Sweden, 
has turned tb no manner of Account. 




N^4i. Monday, Jug. 11. 171 8. 

Speravi melius^ quia me meruijfe puta^vi: 
2s^cunque ex merito fpes ^enit^ dqua 'veniu 

Ovid. Epift. 




MUST make it my Requeft to 
the Ladies, to be lefs Cruel to 
their Lovers j or, it will be utter- 
ly impoffible for me to proceed 
in my Le&ures, without frequent Interrupti- 
ons I unlefs I could learn of them, to laugh 
at the greateft Sufferings in Life. Fhihthan^ 
der^ (a collateral Branch, I fuppofe, of the 
Thilandrian Family) on the Tenth of 5^'3 
complains to me, that Emilia's Sifter, difap- 
pointed in her own Gallant, has kt her 

T 3 Wits 
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Wits at work to fhiftrate his Love to 
Emilia. I advife him to divert her Malice, 
by faftening a new Spark upon her. The 
fame Day, Hippolytuf defires me to alTure the 
Idol of his Soul, that be iS' refolved to 
put in Pradice the Refolution he came to, 
when he faw her laft; if he does not re- 
ceive her Commands to the contrary. I do 
not like the Meflfage, this Hot Summer,- 
and I defire the Lady not to cut off his 
Hopes, at leaft, before the End of Septem- 
her. I have received Two Letters from 
Philaffder; The Second may be of ufe to 
him, and is worthy the ferious Perufal of 
my Female Difciples ,• for which reafon I 
flialL comply with his Requeft, in giving it 
a Placi^faere. 

Mt.Free-Thinker, Jttty jS. 171Z. 

^ T Find but one Fault with your Paper; 
^ X which isy that it comes out too (eldom. 

* Your impartial Reafoning renders it ac- 
c ceptable, as well as ufeful to Ingenuous 
« Minds. But, though your Thoughts are 

* chiefly employed on the moft ferious Sub- 
jeds ; yet, I can aflure you, not a Few are 

^ pleafed to find you do not wholly neg- 

* le& the Concerns of Love* I have a par- 

^ ticular 
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ticular Intereft obliges me to wiih this Paf- 
fion were fo difciplined, as to l>ebrougbt> 
in ibme meafure at |eaft^ under the Con- 
dud of Reafon and Equity, in Both Sexes. 
I will not prefume to undertake this Task; 
though I fliall think my felf very Fortunate, 
if any of my Refle&ions (who am not with- 
out Experience) may prove of fome Ufe 
to you in this Attempt. 
^ Notwithftanding I am a Sufierer in a fe* 
vere Degree, I muft ingenuoufly own, that 
the Bafenefs, the Hypocrify, and the In- 
conftancy, of our Sex, are undoubtedly the 
principal Caufes of the Misfortunes of ma- 
ny Faithful Lovers. Vows and Proteftati- 
ons, and even Sighs and Tears, are fo art- 
fully tounterfeited, and perverted to fuch 
unmanly Purpofes, that they have quite 
loft their Efficacy ^ and Virgins cannot, in 
the main, be too much cautioned againfl: 
Credulity. If therefore you can perfwade 
the Men to be more Sincere, the Women 
will become lefs Cruel. But while I ex- 
cufe the pradential Rigour of the Fair Sex, 
I muft charge them with two prevailing 
Iniquities; which are the Bane of True 
Love, and have proved the Ruin of many 

a Gallant Spirit. 

T 4 ^ Beauty 
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* Beauty is the Portion of Females ; with 
which Nature has endowed them, to ful>- 
due the Fierce^ and to attrad the Gentle : 
But, the Charms of a Coquette are like 
Inflruments of Death in the Hands of a 
Tyrant : She is always pleafed with the An- 
guifh of her Admirers. The fair yUrabelta 
makes no (cruple of declaring, that flie 
delights in the Torment of her Lovers ; 
and that a dying Groan has more Mufick in 
it, than a whole Opera. I threatned to ac- 
quaint you with her Infolence ; which keeps 
her a little in Awe at prefent : For, we know 
ihe dreads your Difpleafure. 

^ The Second heinous Crime of the Sex 
is Ficklenefs ; a natural Levity of Mind, 
which proceeds from a Love of Novelty. An 
old Lover is apt to pall upon their Fancy j 
and then, the firft new Servant, that o£fers, 
is received ; without any Regard to the long 
and faithful Services of the Former. Thus 
Bellander^ when he might reafonably have 
expefted the Reward of a Three-Years 
Conftancy, found his Miftrefs had feloniouf- 
ly withdrawn her Heart from him; and be- 
ftowed it on a Neighbouring gay Thing, 
who was come frefli into the Countrey 
from his Travels j and had imported no other 

^ Accom- 
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Accomplifhment, but a hand(bme CravaN 
Toflel of Trench Beads; which, he faid, 
had accompanied him through the politeft 
Courts of Europe. 

^ But I, Mr. Tree-Thinker , labour under 
an uncommon Inftance of Female Incon^ 
ftancy. I gave you, above a Month fince, 
a ihort Account of my Paflion for Bellor^ 
mira^ and the Alteration I then perceived 
in hen Though ihe is a Lady of Senfe 
and Wit, equal to her Beauty, yet ihe 
will not Vouchfafe to give me the leaft 
Reafon for her Defe^ion. You were fo 
kind, as to give her a Hint of her Crime 
in * a late Paper; which (as I am told) 
made her Blufli* I fear a malicious Per- 
Ton, in whom Ihe places too great a Con- 
fidence, has abufed me to her. If fo, dear 
Sir, make her fenfible, that flie ought in 
Juftice to give me a Hearing, and to let 
me have the common Right of anfwering 
for my felf. If fhe refolves to perfift in 
her Perfidy ; I hope, fo great a Blemilh in 
her Charafter will come as a Cloud be- 
twixt me and her Charms, and favour my 
Attempts towards regaining my Freedom ; 
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^ which I had much rather give up to her 
^ for ever, upon any tolerable Conditions. I 
< defire you to indulge an unhappy Man Co 
^ far, as to infert his juft Complaint in your 

* Paper : Your generous Efpoufal of his Caufe 
f will (I am confident) reduce BeUamira to 4 

* a Senfe of my Wrongs, and reftore to Hap* 

I pinefs 

Tour Admirer y and 

i 

Miged humble Servant^ 

Philander. 

This Gentleman, by his Letter, fiiould be 
ft very Hooeft, and a very Pretty Fellow, in 
the worthieft Senfe of the Phrafe. Nothing 
can be more reafonabk, than his Requeft: 
and if BeUamira does not give him a fair 
Hearing, the World will be apt to condemn 
her to perpetual Virginity. On the other 
Hand, if Philander does not prove the Man 
he pretends to be j I ihall be proud of an 
Opportunity to juftify the Condud of Bel^ 
iMurUy and clear her from the heavy Impu- 
tation of Perfidioufhefs. In the mean time, 
I Hull warn all the Fair Barbarians^ not to 
infiilt over the Sufferings of a fincere I^ver, by 
a Paftoral Tale, which I received laft Week. 

The 



•*-». 



N®41 T^FrEE-Th INKER. ipo 

The INHUMAN FAIR. 

JJEAR my Gmtpkufa, unkind Alcimadure! 
Relieve the Wretch, at leaft, yw will not 
Cure: 
Let my long Si^erings your Compaffion move; 
Voucbfafe me Tity, while 1 merit JLove, 

Thus in the Fair One's Porch poor Daphnis 
cry^, 
Jn liainy Ala[s ! — M Entrance is denfd, 
Jnhtmtm Maidi faid He ; brfore your Eyes, 
J hoped, I might expire your Sacrifice ; 
Then, with Defpair opprefi, He caWd on Death ; 
And on the Threjhold figh'd away his Breath, 

In Peace, at loft, M-fatei Daphnis Jleep ! 
The Shepherds o^er thee mourn j the Virgins weep : 
Alcimadure alowe moMa beedlefs by j 
Nor ftrews thy Tomb, fior dews it with her Eye, 

Now, through the Monthly Signs the fiery Sun, 
By Nights and Days, his Annual Courfe had run ; 

When 
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^hen the reUntUji Njmfh went ail to brave 
Her L/rver*r Ssade^ and triumph o*er his Grave. 
The Mum beheld her to the Mufick bound. 
Tread dmm the Flow'n, and [foil the [acrid 

Ground. 
When, h! a Burjl of Thunder rends the Ait! 
And the cleft Earth receives the blafted Fair. 
Her frightedGhoft to PlutoV Realm defcendsj 
'/bid now, too late, her Pride to Daphnis ends. 
Doom'd to a fruitlefs Love, the iigur'd Swain 
Tlefajs her Pajjim with a juft Difdain. 
In vain, Alas ! like him before, jhe bums ; 
And not in vain, like her, he Scorn return. 
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Kunc patimur longa facts mala : fievior armU 
Luxuria incubuit ; 'viSlumque nkifcitur orhem. 
Nullum crimen abefty facimfque libidim^ ex quo 
Faupertas Romana periu Juven# 







Y Nineteenth, Twenty-fourth and 
Twenty-fifth Lednres were inten- 
ded for the more immediate Ser- 
vice of my Countrey ; by obfer- 
ving bow much it is Changed and Foiiihed for 
the Worfe. To thefe I ^11 fubjoin another 
Difcourfe, as requifite as any of the Former i 
fince, the reducing of it into Pra^ice will very 
much contribute to prelerve, not only the 
Liberties, but likewifo the Peace of the 
Nation, Entire. I wiih there did appear, to 
an unprejudiced Obferver, no Signs of De* 
cay in the One, or of Inftability in the 
Other, in the prefent Age : And yet, the Sym- 
ptoms, that look fo fufpidous, do not arife 

from 
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from a Fault in the Government ; but fix)m 
a D^eneracy in the People : Infomucfa, that 
w«f« not the Vertue of the Prince too fub- 
lime to take any Advantage of the Corrup- 
tion of. the Subjed, I fear we might be 
brought^ without much Difficulty^ to com* 
ply with any State of Servitude. 

We are, by our Laws and Conftitution, 
the moft Free People in the World j by our 
Situation and Naval Strength, the moft fe- 
cure from a Forreign Enemy ; by a happy 
Diftribution of Power, and the Openne^ of 
our Cities, the leaft capable of maintaining 
an Intefiine War: And yet, by a National 
Vice, which has gained the Credit of a Ver« 
tue with the Generality, We are in a for- 
ward Difpofition to forfeit (in the Procefs 
of a few Years) fome, if not every one, of 
tfaefe fingular Bleffings. I mean the Excefs of 
Luxury^ which prevails through eveiy Order 
of Men, and is equally vifible in Both Soies. 
This Change in our Manners (as well as 
Thofe mentioned in my former Ledures) 
is not of Britijb Growth ^ but tranfplanted 
into the Ifland, by Perfons refined in (lavifh 
Courts, under the flattering Appearance of 
Improving Life : So that a Sober Engttfhnan 
has Reafon to wifh, that your Exotick Fine 

Gentle- 
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Gentlemen Were Counterband by Law, with 
a Permiflion only to import Plain Artizans 
and Labourers j who, while they earn their 
Bread, enlarge our • Commerce, and at the 
fame time teach us Induftry aftd Ri^ality; 
the ftireft Pledges for the Veitue and the 
Wealth of a Community. 

What avails it, that we are born out of 
Bondage ; that Liberty is the Birth-Right of 
every Briton j if, a^ we grow up into Man- 
hood, we become Slaves (for the moft part) 
from the Courtier to the Peafant ? Is there 
a Free-Holder who can call his Voice his 
own ? A Reprefentative of a Corporation, or 
County, who never conceals the Motive of 
his Vote ? A Lawyer, who delivers his 
Opinion without Partiality ? A Divine, who 
preaches only the plain Gofpel ? Or a Statef* 
man, weddeif to the Publick Good ? There 
may, I know, be Particular Inftances of Vertue 
produced in thefe feveral Stations ; but, they 
are fo very Singular, that I queftion, whe- 
ther it would not be to their Dif&rvice to 
point them out. The Multitude of every 
Order move by Dire&ion; and every Dri- 
ver is driven in his Turn. What is it then, 
that fo univerfally deprives my Countreymen 
of their Native Privilege of being Free 

Agents ? 
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Agents ? Their Luxury. Let the Perfons of 
Rank and Fortune contrad their Defires, and 
proportion their Expences to their Income; 
and let the Middling anil inferiour Rank of 
Men rely up^n their Induftry and Parfimony ; 
fo that there may be no Neceffity of a fer- 
vile Dependency from One Slave to Ano- 
ther ; and we fhall foon find our felves put 
into the full PoiTeflion of that perfed Free- 
dom^ which is warranted to us by Law. 
Without this Refolution, we boaft as vainly 
of the Liberty of our Conftitution3 as the 
Man» enthralled by Prejudices > vaunts the 
Freedom of his Reafon. 

The Childifh Ambition of endeavouring 
to vie> one againft another, in the Baubles 
and Play-Things of Life, will by Degrees 
make us an eafy Prey to any bold Invader; 
or fet us up to Audion for the Highefl: Bid- 
der. The Benefit of the Ocean will but 
haften our Deftrudion^ while by our Traf- 
fick we barter our valuable Commodities^ 
and our Money, for Outlandilh Trinkets : 
The Confequence of which muft be, that 
our Neighbours will grow Rich and Pow- 
erful, as we become Poor and Splendid. 
"When the Men of Family and Figure are at 
once Vain and Indigent, through their Falhion- 

able 
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^ble Exceflesj^ it will not be in their Choice 
to remain Uncorrupted j Their Vaffals like^ 
wife (imitating, in their Condition, the Fol- 
lies of their Superiours) will readily comr 
ply with fpecious Arguments, and compli- 
ment the Great Ones with their deareft Pri*- 
vil^es, for a vain Promife, or a deceitful 
Smile. To fumm up this Confideration ; It 
is not in the Power of the wifeft PrinceJ 
nor in the uthioft Force of Human Policy, 
long to Proteft a Luxurious People. It is 
not my Purpofe to recommend the Praiftice 
of Aufterities to my Felldw-Subjeifts : On the 
contrary, I would have them All (in their 
different Fortunes) enjoy the moderate In- 
dulgences, which our Nature requires, and 
which are the proper Rewards of Itiduftry, 
This may be done, to our mutual Advan- 
tage, by confining our felves to a Confiimp- 
tion of fuch Manufadures and Prddudions 
as the Britijh Dominions afford. AVine ex-* 
cepted, w^ want nothing of much Value to 
make Life Elegant, as well as Cdnvenient. 
How can we theti anfwer it to out Coun-^ 
trey, when we lavifli out our Wealth to 
keep up Forreign Looms, to maintain the La- 
bour of the wide World, while! the Inge- 
nuity of our own People lies difcouraged ? 

U This 
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This Abafe of Trade is not tmlike the £x^ 
pence we are at to propagate Chri£tianity 
amongft the IndianSy while it is a Reli^on 
very much unknown in GreauBritain. 

The Luxury oif a Nation does Ukewife 
unhinge the Publick Peace and Tranquillity i 
and frequently ends in the total Subverfion 
of it. Poverty and Avarice are the reftlels 
Companions of Prodigality. Want makes 
Men defperate, and gives them Boldnels 
equal to their Neceffities. This gives Birth 
to Seditions, and Vigour to Confpiracies : 
For, no fettled Government is conveni^ 
ent to Perfons, whofe Fortunes cannot 
be worfe, and may prove better, by a 
Change. So that Luxury may be called 
the Parent of Civil Difcord : And Bands of 
Highway-Men, and Fa&ious Combinations, 
are cemented and animated by the lame 
Principle. It is this Vice chiefly, that fplits 
the Nation into Parties in Politicks $ and 
nukes many learned Dodors fb very appre* 
hendve of the Danger of the Church. Let a 
Fund be efbtbliflied to fupply every Man 
in his favourite Extravagancies, and we fhaU 
never quarrel about the Terms of our Obe- 
dience, nor the Divine Rights of any King or 
Prieft. But, fince this Projed is impraOi* 

cable. 
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caUe, biecaufe the Fund will always prove 
Defideht ; I exhort my Difciples (as they 
tender the Profperity, the Laws, the Liber* 
ty, and thfe Peace of Old England) to dif* 
tounteiiance this growing Evil ; to diftin- 
guilh Themfelves by an Honeft Parfimony; 
and t6 look upon the Luxurious Man as 
the moft fordid Crfeature, and a Traitour to 
his Countrey. 

While my Refentments are warm againft 
this Endrmity, let me endeavour to com- 
knunicate the famb Spirit of Indignation td 
hiy Readers. The Papift, the Fanatick, th6 
Rebel I, is not half fo pernicious as the Luxu- 
rious Man. Beware of the Spendthrift Pa-^ 
trior : He will redeem his mortgaged Eftate 
at any Price: His Wants increafe with his 
Defires; and his Integrity is departed from 
him^ 

I liiall not here bbferve, how the moft 
floUrifhing States and Empires have periihed> 

through an Infatuation after forreign Elegan** 
cies. Let their Fate warn us from natura- 
lizing the Expenfive Refinements and Di-* 
verfions of eflfeminate Countries. Let us con- 
tinue unelegatit Clowns, in the Roughnefs 
df Vertue, and Hardinefs of Liberty, rather 
than dwindle into the Polite Accomplilh* 

U 2 ments 
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ments of Slaves. The Conveniencies of Life 
are few ; the Exigencies of Voluptuoufnefs 
Infinite. If our Luxury rifes in Proportion 
to our Commerce ,• we trade to no Advantage : 
If it exceeds our Traffick, we muft become 
a Bankrupt Nation. 

In Arbitrary Governments there is fome 
Excufe for Luxury: It is not only counte- 
nanced, but required, by the Prince. It fup- 
ports his exorbitant Power, by keeping the 
Nobility Poor and Humble. The exceffive 
Splendour of fome Courts, and the gilded 
Poverty of fuch as glitter in them, ferve 
to ftrike the inferiour Subjeds with a fuper- 
ftitious Reverence for Tyranny ; and have the 
fame Effed in the Abufe of Government 
as the Pomp of the Romijh Worfliip has, in the 
Abufe of Religion ; which is to maintain the 
Ufurpation of the Priefthood. But, an EngUJb^ 
man has no Temptation, befide his Vanity, to 
draw him into unneceflfary and inconvenient Ex- 
pences. Infift upon thy Birth-Right j be a Man j 
and thou mayfl: preferve thy Dignity without an 
Equipage. The Gentleman,who walks through 
the Streets, and the Gentleman who rides in 
his gilt Chariot, are not diftinguiflied by any 
Privileges in our Conftitution ; nor, amongft 
Men of Senfe, are any common Refpeds and 

Civi- 
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Civilities, which are payed to the One, re- 
fijfed to the Other. The Embroidered Coat 
does not take Place of the Plain Drefs : Nei- 
ther is a King of Englarul accuftomed to 
Ihiile on a Brocade^ more than upon a Brown 
Drop. 




N^43. Monday^ Aug. 18. 1718. 

Rex eft^ qui metuit nihil ; 
Rex efi^ quique cupit nihil : 
Hoc regnum fibi quifque daU 

Senec. Trag. 




VERY Condition of Life has its 
Circle of Prejudices ^ and there is 
as little Free-Thinking amongft 
Kings and Princes , as amongft 
their Subjects. Did they know the Happi- 
nefs there is in Privacy and Leifure, and 
confider their High Station as Philofophers, 
they would repine at their Lot^ like the 
Pilot who envies the Paffengers, that fleep 

U 3 fupine- 
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fupinely, while he fits watchful at the Helm. 
The Adminiftration of Government is, at 
heRy a glorious, unthankful Office : A Task 
not to be coveted by a Wife Manj and 
hardly to be fupported, with an Equality of 
Mind, by a Brave Man. The Monarch, who 
ihidies only the Good of his People, can- 
not be wholly free from Inquietude: And 
the Tyrant reigns in perpetual Anxiety. 

Neverthelefs, fo prevalent has been the 
Ambition of many private Men, (fome of 
whom have failed in their Attempt) that 
without any Regard to Right and Wrong, 
they have ficrificed their Honour and their 
Qjiiet to the Love of Dominion ,• refufing no 
Fatigues to become Miferable. There have 
been fome likewife, born to Rule, fb averfe 
to the Cares of Empire, that they have been 
impatient to be difmiffed from them : But, 
the Number of die Former exceeds the La- 
ter. For the Credit of Humane Natwe, I 
would fain perfwade my felf, that thefe Sin- 
gular Inftances of Retirement are not to be 
attributed to a Weaknefs or Inconftancy of 
Mind J but rather to a Sublimity of Temper, 
which confiders Humane Power as Neceilary^ 
but not Defireable, 

Amongft 
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Amongft the rare Examples in this Kind> 
it is yet more extraordinary to find this 
Philoiopbick Spirit in a Woman. Cbrifiina^ 
Queen of Sweden^ is the lateft Inftance to be 
found in the Hiftories of Europe. In the Year 
1654^ file refigned her Crown in a Publick 
Manner at Upfal to Charles Gufiavusy on the 
fccth of July. With what Deliberation and 
Conftancy, ihe came to this Refbliition, will 
appear by a Letter file wrote. Four Months 
before; which, as a Curiofity not much known, 
I have tranflated out of the Memoirs of Li- 
teraturey printed at the Hague. 

A Letter from Christina; j^en of 
Sweden, to Monjieur C h a n u t, t&f trench 
Anbajfadour at the Hague. 

S IRj Wejlras^ March j. 1654. 

* T HAVE formerly communicated to you 
•X the Reafons, which have prevailed up- 
^ on me to perfevere in my Defign of Ab- 

* dicating. You know, I have continued long 

* in this Humour ,• and that I had confide- 
^ red of it Seven Years, before I came to a 

* Refolution of putting it in Praftice. There 

* are Five Years, at leaft, (ince I acquainted 

* you with my Determination $ and I then 

U 4 ' faw. 
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< faw, that it was your Affedion, and the 
' difinterefted Concern you had for my For- 
^ tune, which influenced you to oppofe me, 
^ at the fame time that you could not ob- 

* jeft to my Reafons j fince there appeared 
5 Nothing in my Purpofe, unworthy of me. 

' You may remember what I faid to you 
' upon this Subjeft, the laft time I had the 
« Satisfadion of difcourfing with you : All 
^ the Incidents, which have intervened in fo 

* long a fpace of time, have never wrought 
c the leafl Change in me. I have direded 
« all my Anions to this Point ; and I have 

* conduced them to a Period, without Wa- 
^ vering. I am now ready to finifli my Part, 

* and to retire behind the Curtain. As for 

* the Applaufe at going off, I am in no 
^ Trouble about it. I know that the Com- 
^ pofition of the Scene, which I have repre- 
^ fented, is not conformable to the common 
« Laws of the Theatre. It is not to be 
« expei^ed, that what is very fublime and 
^ foil of Spirit in it ihould pleafe the whole 
« World. I allow every one to judge ac- 
^ cording to his Capacity : I cannot deprive 

< Mankind of their i Liberty : And had I the 

< Power, I ihould not have the Will to do 
^ it. I know there are fome, who will judge 

^ favour- 



1 
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favourably of me ; and I am perfwaded, you 
are of the Number. The reft of the World 
know neither my Reaibns, nor my Tem- 
per ^ for, I never declared my fel^ but to 
you, and one other Friend, who from his 
Candour and Greatnefs of Mind is quali- 
fied to think of my Condudl, as you think. 
Sath eft Unus ; fatis eft NuUus : I defpife 
the Reft ; and I ihould do an Honour to any 
one of the Herd, whom I ihould efteem Ri« 
diculous enough to contribute to my Di- 
yerlion. 

* I ihall never be at the Pains to make 
my Apology to them ; neither ihall I in 
this entire Leifure, which I am preparing 
for my felf, find any vacant time fo much 
as once to think of Them. I ihall em- 
ploy it to examine my Paft Life, and to 
corred my Errours; without either won- 
dring at, or repenting of, my Refblmlon. 
What Pleafure fliall I receive from the Re- 
flexion of having done Good to Men with 
Joy, and caufing thofe to be puniihed with- 
out Remorfe, who deferved it ! I fliall have 
the Confolation of never having rendered 
any Perfon a Criminal, who was not guil- 
ty ; and of (paring even Criminals. I have 
preferred the Safety of the State to every 

* other 
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other Confideration : I have fitterificed eveiy 
tliir^ to its fotefeft; and I ha^ nothing- ta 
reproach my fel£ with, inr the Admiiuftn- 
tion of it. I have po^ffed without Pride j 
and I have ijuitted without Reludancy; 
After thiS) never fear for me : f am- in 
Safety i and my Felicity is not in the Reach of 
Fortune. I am Happy, whatevn* be&lls- me : 
Sum /«£w tumn, Superi ;. mdUqite pottjbu 
Hoc atrferre Deo, 

* Yes; I am Happy beyond Moitals; and 
Ihali remain fo to the End. I have no Ap^ 
prehenfions from that Providence, yoo men- 
tion ; Ommd fimt pr^^tia.' B^ it; that PrO' 
vidence ihali take upm it felf the or* 
dering of my AjBiirs $ I fubmit, with that 
Refped and Rei^ation, which I. <are to 
its Will : Be it, that Providence leaves me 
to my own Guidance; I will employ, dl 
the Faculties, with which it has endowed 
my Soul and my Underftanding, to make 
my felf happy : and I Ihall be Happy, fo 
lot^ as I am perfwaded, that I have nothing 
to fear horn Men, nor yet from God. It 
ihall be the Bufinefs of my remaining Por- 
tion of Life, to familiarize thefe Thoi^ts 
to my Mind. 



I lam 
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^ I am bdow Envy, in my prefent Con- 
f dtdoa: Bot, were my Fetidty known, I 
ibould he envied mose thorn ever. Yqu^ 
however, love me Co, as not to repine at 
my Good Fortune : And I delerve it at yoiit 
Hands ; fince I have the Ingenuity to own, 
that I am indebted to you, for no finaU 
Share of ^fe Sentiments. I learned diem 
from your Conver£ition ; and I hope, one 
Day, to improve them with you, in my 
Retirement. I am fatisfy'd, you cannot for- 
feit your Word ; and that you will continue 
my Friend, in tikis Change <^ my Circum- 
fiances; &ice I qioit nothio^ worthy .your 
pfieem. la every Condition,. I ftaU. pre- 
ferve my Bnendfliip for you; aod yoa will 
Stty diat no Alteration caa happen to me» 
capaUe <^ varying the Seatimentsi, I ant 
pfoud of. Yovi blow all This ; and I am. 
cMwinced you believe, that (he greatelii 
AfliiraBoe, I can give yon of my &I4 is 
to tell' you» tiiat I (all always be 

Ckristima* 
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Eft modus in rebut ,• fma certi denique jmes, 
£yos uHra citraque nequit cot^iftere reSium. 

HOR. 



! HAVE a little Piece of Secret" 

F Hiftory to communicate to my 

I Female Readers. The Singulati- 

S ty of it may recommend it j and^ 

if they are not the Better for it, the Blame 

will not be mine. In the mean time, they 

are at Liberty to give what Credit they 

pleafe to the Relation. 

In a full AlTembly of Ladies, where there 
was a Mixture of feveral Ages, the Conve- 
niencies and Inconveniencies of the Hoop- 
Pettkoat happened to be canvaffed, with great 
Freedom of Converfation. There were on- 
ly Four Gentlemen prefentj Two of which 
fpoke earneftly in the Debate, One againft 
the Other. Florio, a metled Spark, of great 
Volu. 
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Volubility of Speech, employed his Wit in 
Defence of the Mode. Saphrmio^ of riper 
Years, and fewer Words, rcafoned againft 
the Extravagancy of the Faihion. The Opi- 
nions of the Affembly were much divided. 
In order therefore to come to a fair Deter- 
mination, the Ladies laid their Injundions 
upon the two Champions, to confider the Sub- 
jeft maturely ; and to be ready by that Day 
Sennight to deliver their Sentiments upon 
the Merits of the Caufe ; at which time 
they engaged Themfelves to give them a 
Hearing, at Nine in the Evening. The ap- 
pointed Hour being come, the Company ran- 
ged Themfelves on either Hand, accor- 
ding to their different Inclinations. On the 
Right fate the Grave Matrons,- and on the 
Left (hone the blooming Virgins ; Both Par- 
ties equally affured of Succefs, and equal- 
ly confiding in the Abilities of their Oratour. 
The Damask Settee was placed in the Cen- 
ter, at a convenient Diftance from the Au- 
dience I when FloriOy obferving a profound Si- 
lence, and an Impatience in the Looks of 
his fprightly Patronefles, made his Reveren- 
ces ^ and, mounting the Silken Roftrum, ha- 
rangued the Ailembly in the following Man^ 
ner. 

Ladies 
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Ladies and Gemtlemekj 

I congratulate my good Fortune, in that 
I have the Honour to (peak before fo 
polite an Audience upon a Theme, wbofe 
Diameter and Circumference aflbrds fo laige 
a Scope to Eloquence. Were I to handle it 
Inch by Inch, my Speech would fwell ill 
Proportion to the Amplitude of my Sub^ 
}e6t ; and I ihould find my (elf encompaf- 
fed with a luxuriant Circle of Tropes and 
Figures, round and magnificent as the Hoop, 
I attempt to praife» 

^ I have enquired at the moft flourifiung 
Ware-hou(es, and confiilted the moft know'* 
ing Coopers of the Female Sex ; but I 
cannot diftinflly learn to who(e extenfive 
Genius, the Ladies are indebted (or this 
Invention of the Hoop-Petticoat. The lear- 
ned Writers of Antiquity are filent upon 
the Occafion; which makes me conjedure, 
that the Glory of this Pompous Piece of 
Elegancy is due to the Modems. Mon- 

fieur Toumeforty in his Voyage through the 
Levanty gives the Defcription and Figure 
of a very magnificent Petticoat, worn by 
the Ladies of Myconia (Fair lilanders like 
your felves) which may probaby have been 

«the 
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the Original of yours : That, indeed, is full 
of Plaits, and quilled from Top to Bottom ; 
whereas yours are plain, which is after the 
Grand Gu^o in Stru^ures of every kind. 

^ When I confider the Clinging Drapery 
of our Grandmothers, and compare it with 
the fpreading Coats of this AfTembly; I 
do not fo much wonder at the Rudenefs' 
of the Former, as I am afi|^iihed at the 
Politenefs of the Prefent, Age. They 
crept along as it were in Fetters : And 
a Woman with her Head Peeping out 
of a Sack , could hardly be more confined, 
or make a more Grotteique Figure. On 
the other hand, the Cupolo-Coat allows 
all the Freedom of Motion, the graceful 
Walk and the Majeitick Step ; not to 
mention the Beauty and the Splendour of 
the Foot, which plays vifibly within the 
Circle, and ravilhes the watchful Eyes of 
the Beholden 

^ When I furvey the Strudure of this Sil^ 
ken Dome, and contemplate die Convex, or 
the Concave, of the Building ; I am flruck 
with Admiration at the Ingenuity of Man- 
kind: A Fabrick fo ample, and withal (o 
portable, is Stupendous ! And After-Ages,' 
* who perhaps may fee this Contrivance only 

Mn 



}20 Tife? pREE-THINKfiR. N^ zjif 

in the Paintings of fome great Matters^ fiuU 
with Pain believe what the Jufhiefs of thft 
Pencil reprefents. 

^ Were I to enumerate the Conveniencies 
and the Ornaments, wliich accrue to the 
Sex from the ufe of the Hoop, the 
Tapers would require fnuffing y before my 
Speech could draw towards an End. There- 
fore, I ihall^only touch upon Two Ob- 
fervations. The firft is. That the Com- 
pafs of the Coat ferves to keep the Men at 
a decent Diftance ; and appropriates to every 
Lady a fpacious Verge, facred to her felf. 
In the next place, the Compliment, al- 
lowed in all Times, of comparing a Beau- 
ty to a Star, . will now quadrate in every 
Refpe^a J when it may properly be faid 
of every Fair Female, that fhe moves in 
her Orb, and ihines in her Sphere, in Pro- 
portion to a Star of the Firft M^ignitude. 

* I nvight here mention the vaft Benefit 
the Publick reaps from this Drefs, and take 
Notice of the great Number of Hands em- 
ployed in building and repairing thefe beau-* 
tiful Edifices ; were it not too well known 
to my Hearers. I cannot, however, pafs 
over in Silence the particular Encourage- 
ment this Mode has given to Whale-^ 

Filhingi 
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* Filhing ; no inconfiderable Branch of the Br/- 
f tijh Commerce. 

* Go on then. Adorable Creatures, to che-i 
^ rilh and improve an Ornament, evfery way 

* Praife-worthy. Suffer not your felves to 

* be perfwaded to your Dbwhfel, by thofe 

* who would Undermine your Main Sup- 

* port. Sufped the Artifices of fuch as would 

* narrow your Foundation ; and refolve td 

* maintain the Eftablilhment of your Charms 
^ upon a wide , fpreadihg Bottom , to the 
^Laft. 

• 
A S fooh as Fhrio had fihiflied his De- 
clamation, a young Damfel of Fifteen made 
Two exorbitant Steps (meafuring at each 
the Compafs of her Hoop) quite a crofs 
the Room; and with her (lender Fingers ti- 
ed a Gold Cord with two large TofTels bt 
Gold to his Sword j a Prefent, it fefems, 
which the youthful Part of the AjQTfembly 
had befpoke for their Oratour. This Gallan- 
try performed, Sophronit) flood up, ahd mo- 
deftly bowing, went tb the Settee ^ where^ 
ftanding upon the Floor, he took his Turrf 
td fpeak, over it^ as follows. 

Gektli^ 
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Gentlemen and Ladies, 

I Perceive, by the applauding Smiles and 
triumphant Difplay of the Fans from 
the gay Side of this Bright Circle, that 
the Prejudices of Youth will weaken the 
Force of any Arguments, I may draw from 
Realbn to combat the flattering Eloquence 
of my Antagonift. But, when I turn to 
the unbiai&d Part of my Audience, I doubt 
not of a favourable Hearing from Them j 
And I am perfwaded, their Approbation 
(which ever way it Poiirts) will have its 
proper Influence over the Virgins; fince 
their Modefty will not fuflfer them to dif- 
regard the Judgment of Perfons, whofe 
Wifdom aod Experience entitles them to 
Refpeft. 

^ I have always been of Opinion, that the 
Two Principal Articles to be confulted in 
Drefs are Conveniency and Ornament j and 
that, in Both, there fliould be fome regard 
had to Fmgality, and an inviolable Adhe^ 
rence to Mod^y; more efpecially in the 
Fair Sex. Now, if you will be pleafed to 
confider the Hoop- Petticoat impartially, in 
its moil Faihionable DimenHons, I fear you 

will 
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will not find it anfwer to any of thefe 
Confiderations. 

^ I believe it would puzzle the quickeft. 
Invention to find out one tolerable Con^, 
veniency in thefe Machines. I appeal ta 
thfe Sincerity of the Ladies, whether they 
ariB not a great Incumbrance upon all Oc- 
cafions (Vanity apart) both at Home and 
Abroad. What Skill and Management is 
required to reduce one of thefe Circled 
within the Limits of a Chair, or to find 

^^^ if 

Spate fdr Two in a Chariot? And what 
Precautions muft a Modiih Female takd. 
even to enter at the Door of a Private 
Family, without Obftru(3ion? Then^aviva-* 
cious pamfel cannot turn her felf round 
in a Room, a little Inconfiderately, with-* 
out overfetting every Thing, like a WhirU 
wind. Stands and Tea-TaWcs^ Flower- 
Pots, China Jars and Bafins, innumerable^ 
periih daily, by this fpreading Mifchiefi 
which (like a Comet) fpares notbing, that 
comes within its Sweep. 
* Neither is this Falhion more drnamentaljr 
than Convenient 4 Nothing tan be imagi- 
ned more unnatural, and cOnfequently leff 
agreeable. When a flfender Virgin (lands 
upon a Baits fo exorbitantly wide, ihe re^ 

X 2 ^ femblef 
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fembles a Tunnel ; a Figure of no great 
Elegancy. And I have feen many Fine La- 
dies of a Low Stature, who when they 
fail in their Hoops about an Apartment, 
look like little Children in Go-Carts. 

^ The manifeft Profiifenefs of the Drefs, 
makes it needlefs for me to obferve how 
little it is calculated to anfwer the Pur- 
pofes of Frugality ; efpecially if we confi- 
der, that the Luxuries of a Lady generally 
bear a Proportion to this Circumference 
of her Garment. Upon this Account the 
Mafter of a Family, who has Three or Four 
Hoops to maintain, muft be a very good 
Husband in other more neceffary Articles, 
or he will be apt to turn a Malecontent, 
and think the Additional Burden of Pub* 
lick Taxes infup portable. . 

^ I come, in the laft Place, to (peak to the 
Modefty of this Cnmberfome, Inelegant, 
Expenfive Mode. I could eafily enlarge 
upon this Topick, were it not too delicate! 
a Point before fuch an Audience. It will 
be fufficient only to remind the AfTembly 
of what the Gentleman, who fpoke before 
me, intimated concerning the Vifible Play 
of the Foot : And I wilh it could be faid, 
that the watchful Curiolity of the Men 

^ was 
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f was never gratifyed farther upon certain 
OccafionSj fince the modem Petticoat is 
but a treacherous Covering to the Unwary. 
I fee, on my Left Hand) Blufhes begin to 
rife, which are more eloquent, than any 
thing I can fay, againft this Abufe of Cloa- 
thiqg. From thefe Fair Omens I hope for 
Succefs. 

^ I have only hiijted (without the Var- 
nifli of Rhetorick) at fuch plain Argu- 
ments as your own Reflexion will readily 
improve to a full Convidion. The Confe- 
quencc of which will be, the introducing 
of a more reafonable Fafliion of Coats ; or, 
at leaft, the reducing of the Extravagance 
of the Hoop, within the Bounds of De- 
cency and Moderation* 
N b fooner had Scfhronio retired from the 
Settee to his Chair, than a Grave I^ady toojc, 
out of a Corner Cupboard behind her, a 
Large, Mafly Caudle-Cup ; a comfortable 
Piece of Plate, after the old Englijh Fafhion : 
and flie prefented it in the Name of the 
Matrons to him, as their Acknowledgment 
for the figaal Services of his Speech. The 
Wit and Vivacity of Fhrio; and the Good 
Senfe and Modefty of SofhroniOy were com- 
mended on both lides. But when the Two 

X ? * Gentle- 
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Gentlemen, who did not fpeak, were de- 
fired to gather the Votes of the Company, 
the Hoop- Petticoats were approved of, by 
above Two Thirds of the Voices. 



iJoe atttein liheriores (^ Jolutiores fumtay qmd 
ititegra mb'is eji judicandi potefiar j rtfijuei ut 
omniay qua prafcripta fy qu^ impmaa fmty 
defendamus, nece£ftate ttUa cogimur, 

CicER. Academ. 



I H I S paper will be a proper Sup- 

^ plement to my Firft, by explain- 

R ing farther the Commendable- 

^ nefs and the Neceflity of frw- 

1 bmking. It will confift of a Letter, which 

came to my Hands from the Countrey, above 

Two Months ago. It has pafled over as 

much Ground as the Poft-Office can afford 

for Threepence i and, as I guefs from the 

borrowed Name Icenus at the Bottom, may 



n 
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* 

come out of &(ffi>lk* It is agreed, diat this 
County was the Firft of thofe formerly 
po(!e{fed by the Jceni : Though Mr. Camden 
includes under that Denomination Suffolk ^ 
Noffo^ Cambridge and Huntin^onjhire, Ta- 
citm fays. They were a Brave People. Boa- 
dicta. Wife to Vrafutagjus King of the Iceni^ 
flew in Fight Eighty Thoufand of the Ro- 
mant and their Allies. My Correfpondent 
&ems t6 be a true Defcendent from thefe 
incierif, ftout-hearted Brttow, He writes with 
a hardy Spirit, and a Freedom of Style, 
equal to his Thought. He is not my Difi 
fipie J but my Fellow-Labourer in the Caufe 
of I'rutb; and I am proud of his Affiftance. 

IVir. Free-Thinker, June ij^.iyiS, 

< /'Commendation is ever leaft acceptable, 

* V-/ when it is inoft deferved : I will not 

* dierefore difapprove my felf to you, by 

* faying any thing in Praife of your paft La- 

* hours : Though at the fame time I can- 

* not forbear, as a Briton and a Man, dif- 

< charging my Heart of the Approbation, 
'which is due to the Generous Task you 
'have undertaken. What can be Nobler, 

* than to vindicate the Liberty of the Mind, 

* and to exhort your Coutttreymen to ftrike 

X 4 < oflF 
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off thofe Shackles of the Underftanding, 
which Intereft, Authority, Example and Pre- 
fcription, have clapped upon it ? Truth has 
long been kept under Hatches by thefe 
Tyrants, and dares not fliew her Head, 
without the Protedion of a Refblute Phi- 
lofopher: Or rather, flie has been obliged 
to feek for Refuge in the Bottom of a 
deep Well, from whence we hope you will 
be able to force her up, into the Light, by 
proper Engines* 

^ Every Perfbn, who fcorns to wear the 
Livery of another's Underftanding, ought 
to come in to you, to make up a Vo^e in 
Defence of a Liberty, which concerns us 
moft nearly, and to which we have an in- 
difputable Right, as Men. Freedom of 
Thought is our diftinguifhlng Prerogative ; 
and when by Reftraints of any kind, which are 
not warranted by Reafon, our Thoughts are 
compelled to move in a limited, prefcribed 
Tra<a, They degenerate into Inftind ,• by fo 
much below that of Brutes, as the Impofi- 
tions of Men are inferiour to the Determina- 
tions of Nature* Free-thinking breaks no 
Bones, and Private Opinions deftroy no Pro- 
perty, fo loftg as the Magiftrate is watch- 
\ fill over ouy Anions. If every Man's Houfe 

^be 
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* be efteemed his Caftle , and a Place o^ 
•Safety for his Perfonj much more ought 

* his Bofom to be accounted inviolable, and his 
^ private Reafonings uncontroulable by any 

* Authority, except his own Judgment. And^ 

* though the blind Man fliould choofe one^ 

* who {^^^^ to lead him ^ yet, no Man Ihould 
*fliut his Eyes, out of a Wilfulnefs to 

* be led : Neither fliould any one impofe 
^ himfelf for a Guide upon Another, who 

* from common Experience finds his Eye- 

* fight anfwerable to the necefTary Purpofes 

* of Life i though perhaps he cannot fee fa 
f far into a Refinement, as his Neighbour. 

' f Knowledge is the Food of the Mind j 
\ and 'when its Growth is not free and na- 
•tural, the Nourifliment it affords will be 
c little better than Poifon ,• the Soul, that \% 
< dieted with itf, will prove a meagre Starve- 
«ling: If we are not allowed to have it 
cpure and unadulterated, we fliall dwindle 
c into a Race of mean Spirits, Dwarfilh Ca- 
« pacities,' unequal to any great Undertaking, 
^ and incapable of a generous Intention. When 
^ Men are ftinted in their Notions, and tyed 
^ down to a Set of Opinions, let them turn 

* their Heads to what they will, their Sen- 
i timents will be difcoloured with their Fa- 

^ vourite 



! 
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vouiite Schemes ; let their Thoughts flow 
never (b abundantly^ they will be tin^red 

with the Mineral they pafs through ; ind let 
them fatigue themfelves never To much^ 
and keep in a continual Motion, they cah^ 
not get out of the Wheel ot their Preju* 
dices. Whether they fit down to reafoni 
or to invent, they treat every Thought in 
its Birth, as the mercilefs Tyrant did the 
Bodies of fuch as he could get into his 
Power % He was for reducing every Man to 
a Standard, by flretching the Joynts of thofe 
he found fhorter than his Iron Bed, and 
chopping off the Feet or Legs of thofe^ 
whofe Stature exceeded his Meafiire. Thus 
the Schemes and Hypothefes, which Peav 
pie are flrongly prepoffefled with, are as 
it were a Bed of Iron^ upon which they 
torture every Thought, *till by disjoyntiog 
one, and mutilating another, they bring their 
Conceptions to pafs Mufler; after which 
they turn them out into the World i and 
(to carry on the AUufion) they are admi- 
red by the Favourers of the Prevailmg Hy- 
pothefis, for the Beauty, the Strength and 

! Proportion of their Parts* 

^ Every Man of a Liberal Education fhould 

f be aihamed to live without Knowledge of 

f him- 
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"* hhnfelf. Vk ought to enqoife into Athdt 
'< pafles within his own Breaft, and eiainine 
^ with whst Degrees of Afkat be entertairts 

* his fev^ral Opinidns { and if his Comit- 
-'tion be nfiore or le& than tlie Eridetice 

* of thd I^ropofitiott) it is a certain Sign ht 
.* does not reafon ft&Ay : Some Prejudice 
^ puts down One, or lififs tip the other Scale j 

* and the BaUance is fiot ii^red to play 
«of if k\i. Implicit Alfent, and Abfolate 

* Authority from Man to Mmj in tiie Seardi 
-* after Truth, is as abiitfd^ as it would be for 
^ a Mii^ to fefid o«( a MornMr to make 

* Difcoveries round tihd AVorld, with ikid 

* Orders to (ait ftiU North ; nevtir to turn 

* towards the Eaft of tfatt Weft} and to he- 
< ware of the Danger of confuhing the Com* 
5 pafs. 

< The Refigning of ouir Judgment to othet^ 
either voluntartiy or upon unwarrantable 
Grounds, is not c«ly i Diflionour to our 
Nature, but a t)(flfervice to the Publick* 
Every Community muft fuffer, that autho- 
rizes or encourages Reftraints upon the 
Opinions of Men. When the Authority of 
the Magiftrate, or the Influence of any Bo- 
dy of Men, dull make it re^ifite for Peo- 
ple to Aflent. either to Fa^s or Do^ines, 

*of 
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•of which they have no thorough Convic- 
' tion, and without the Belief of which they 
« may be not only good Subjedls, but Chrif- 

< tians ; Ignorance and Slavery muft be the 
' Portion of thofe People, and the Inheri- 
« tance of their Pofterity. We had not to 
' this Day known any thing of the Sniw, 
' if every Prince had made it a capital Crime^ 

< as a Pope made it a damnable Sin, to lay 
'the Earth was Round. Therefore to efta- 
' blilh ufelefs Speculations by Law, whether 

< True or Falfe, and to annex either Hang- 

< mg ot Damnation to them, is not only a 
' Weaknefs, but an Impiety, in a Govem- 
' meat. It is affuming a Power to Coin and 
' Stamp Truths for the World. Whereas 
' Truth is invariable by its Nature, and 
« placed from Eternity out of the Power of 

• Man i It is unalterable ; like the Law of 

* the yydet and Perjuwfj not to be reverfed 
' by Human Authority j neither does it ftand 
' in Need of being defended by It. 

ICEKU5, 
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R//m ^w;/^(?x, quibm h^ec cognofcere primhy 
Inque domos fuperas fcandere cur a fuit ! 

Ovid. Faft^ 




lar, to 



HERE is an Entertainment pre^ 
paredj againft Night, for the Whole 
Town: And I fend this Paper 
about to the Ladies, in particu-^ 
invite Them to it* I leave it to 
Them to lay their Commands upon their 
feveral Admirers to attend them by Six in 
the Evening, to explain the Reprefentation 
to them ; and I advife them to difcard every 
Lover, who cannot anfwer their Qjieftions. 

I hope None of my Fair Difciples will 
let flip the Opportunity of feeing a Spefta- 
cle, which will put them to neither Trou- 
ble nor Expence, and (if the Air proves fa- 
vourable) will be infinitely beyond any of 
the Amufements, they fubfcribe to, fo libe- 
rally. 



I 
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tally. Ahsy what is a Play, an Opera^ a 
Mafquerade> an Amba0adour'$ Entry, wheo 
any of them (land in Competition with t 
Comet, an Eclipfe, or any other Extraordi- 
nay Piece of Sky-Scetjary, which from time 
to time fiiall be prefented to our Admi-* 
lationl 

In die mean While, it ihall be my Bu* 
(inefs this Morning, to free the Sex from the 
idle Fears and Apprehenfions, They are lia-^ 
ble to, upon uncommon Occurrences in the 
Worlds above us ; that they may look with 
Satisfa^ion and Boldnefs, to Night, upon a 
Total Eclipfe of the Moon; as likewiik upon 
every future Variation, that ihall h^ppeq 
amongft the Stars and Planets. A little Pr^ 
faratim of Philofophy, drawn from Com* 
mon Senfe, will forti£y their Spirits, more! 
than any Cordial, they can have Recourfcf 
to, in their Clofets* 

Firft then ^ I think it proper to inform the 
Ladies, that the Moon is a Dark Body, much 
like the Earth j but not half fo Big : That 
the Increafing and Decreafing Light ihe gives 
us at dated Times, is only a Refledlion of 
the Light of the Sun : And that fometimes 
the Earth happens to intercept the Sun-fhincf 
from the Moon for a ihort Space, either Whol- 
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ly or in Part; during which Time we fay^ 
that the Meon is Totally or Partly Edip* 
fedy or in other Words, fhadowed by the 
Earth* This Conjundure, whenever it fells 
out, is ho more contrary to the Courfe of 
Nature, than if a thick Cloud hid the Moon^ 
fliine from usj neither does it in any wife 
prognofticate either Good or Evil to Nati- 
ons, to Princes, or to private Perfons. The 
Darknefs prbceeding &om an Eclipfe is lefs 
Frequent, but not more Ominous than a 
Darknefs occafioned by a Cloud. 

In the next Place, I fliall obferve. That 
the Fears of Women (js likewife of Men 
wholly unacquainted with Aftronortiy) upon 
theffe Occafions, proceed intirely from their 
Ignorance: And the Men of Skill look up- 
on thefe Events with Abfolute Unconcer- 
nednefs of Mind, not from their Courage, 
but from their Knowledge. Whereas, were 
there any Danger, thek Studies would ren- 
der them more Confciou?, and confequently 
more Apprehenfive, of the Mifchief. 

Laftly ; We have feen, within thefe Three 
Years, leveral remarkable Lights in the Airj 
One very Extraordinary and Total Eclipfe 
of the Sun i and are this Night to fee the 
Silver Light of the Moon ftained as it were 

with 
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with Blood, and wholly overlhadowed by 
the Earth: And yet the Courfe of Nature 
and our Political Concerns go on, as they 
went Before : the Seafbns of the Year con- 
tinue their ufual Vicilfitude ; the Proteftant 
Succeflion remains in full Force ; and Great-^ 
Britain maintains her Ancient Dominion over 
the Sea# 

It is the Prerogative of Great Philofophers 
to be exempted from the Fears and Sur- 
mifes of the Vulgar. They can behold the 
uncommon Operations of Nature, unmoved 
by any other Paffion but Admiration. To 
the common Herd of Mankind, every Part 
of the Creation is full of Terrours. Whole 
Nations have been alarmed by the Over- 
flowing of a River, the Flight of Birds, or 
the Appearance of a Whale. The Earth, 
the Sea, the Air, abound in Portents and 
Prodigies to the Superftitious : But above all^ 
Eclipfes and Comets do aflail the Hearts of 
the Ignorant with fuch a Panick Dread, as 
quite overcomes the Force of Reafon ,• un- 
lefs Care be taken by fuch Knovving Per- 
fons as they have a Confidence in, to fore- 
arm them with Arguments iuited to their 
Comprehenfion. 

Thd 
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The poor Indians are always in the greateft 
Conftemation, when any thing extraordinary 
happens to the Sun or the Moon. Columbus^ 
therefore, owed his Prefervation to the Igno-^ 
ranee of the People of Jamaica : When he 
law they^began to defert him^ he artfully de-^ 
nounced the Anger of God agalnft them s ad-^ 
ding, that within Two Days they ihould feift 
a maniieft Token of the Divine Difpleafure^ 
by a Darknefs over the Light of the Moon t 
This happening accordingly, they were redu« 
ced by their Fears to adhere firmly to him^ 
as a peculiar Favourite of Heaven. 

In the Year 1706, the French and Spamardt 
gave us a happy Inftance of their Ignorance 
and SuperfUtion. An Eclipfe of the Sun hU 
ling upon the Day that our Troops landed 
to relieve Barcebnay our Enemies retired in 
great Confufion $ taking it for an ill Omen, to 
fee the Sun darkened on a iudden ; efpecially^ 
confidering the JFrench King's Device was a 
Rifing Sun. 

Six Years hence we are to have another To* 
tal Eclipfe of the Sun, as Remarkable, and as 
Innocent as the Laft 1 at which Period, I hope} 
to meet my Female Pupils at Salisbmy 1 where 
it will be feeh in Perfection* In the meaii 
Time, to raife their Curiofity, I ihall nov^r 

Y glv<r 



3}8 Tl^f Free-Thinker. N^4<5 

give them as natural a Reprefentaticn of it> 
as I can figure out in Words* 

When the dark Body of the Moon fliaU 
have performed its Progrefs fo far, as to place 
kfelf diredly between us and the Sun, and 
the Rays of Light ihall be in a Manner whol-^ 
]y intercepted ; there will be fuch an univerfa) 
and folecnn Gloom fpread over the Heavens 
and the Earth, as ihall ftrike the Eye of the 
Beholder with a pleafing Dread. Thereupon, 
the Stars will begin to appear : The Winds 
will ceafe to blow. I fee the Clouds becalm- 
ed ; and perceive a dead Stillnefs in the Air. 
The Fields, the Floods, the Forefts, and the 
Mountains, look like a Night-Piece, imaged 
out by ibme Being of a fuperiour Skill in 
Painting. The Source of Heat, as well as 
Light, is fhut up ; and my Spirits are feized 
with Chilnefs. The Hare haftens to the Thic- 
ket j the Deer fceks the Covert,- and the 
Courage of the War-Horfe quails, amidft the 
Pafture. I fee the Wild Beafts come out, to 
feek their Prey j the Ravens urge their Flight 
to their Nefts,- the Bats skim through the 
Dusk ; and I hear the Ciy of the Owl. The 
Flowers of the Field fold up their Leaves ; 
and the pale Light of the Glow-worm ap- 
pears* Such will the Effe^s be of that ihort 

Interval 
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Interval of Darknels, that Momentary Night> 
in full Day { till the Light breaks forth again* 
and reftores Gladnefs to the Whole Creation. 

N''47. Monday, Sfpt. 1. 1718. 

Nec aliud quicquam per Tabellas qUiCritUry 
^iifn CofrigatUr Error ut tnortalium. Phj£d« 




EFORE I entered upon the Task 
of Free-Thinkmgy in Order to ex* 
tricate my Gountrey men Out of the 
Depths of Falfe Learning, the La- 
byrinths of Sophiftry, and the Enchantment of 
Vulgar Prejudices, and to lead them in the 
plain, open Paths of Omtnon Senfci I con* 
iidered the feveral Methods pra^iced by the 
Great Philofophers of Old, as well as by the 
Modems, for the Benefit of the different Ages^ 
wherein they flouriflied. When I fiimm Up 
this Gondderation, I find that Mankind has 
been inftrufted by Hieroglyphicks, by Allego* 
ties, by Fables, by Gomparifons, by Enigma-*' 
ticajl Sayings, by Proverbs, and by Precepts i 

Y 2 Every 



340 Tlr^ Free-Thinker- N°47 

Every One of which have contributed to make 
Knowledge and Wifdom fpread amongft the 
People. 

Upon the Whole, it may be obferved, 
that there are Two General Methods of In- 
ftrudibn; the One Oblique, and the other 
Dired. The Sages of the greateft Antiquity 
dealt alnioft wholly in the Firft; the more 
Modem, in the Second ,• and They of the Mid- 
dle Age, in Both : Whofe Example 1 endea- 
vour to follow ; fince, I believe. It will bed 
anfwer my Purpofes. 

The Eaftern Nations^ who have a furprizing 
Force, and often a Wildnefs^ of Imagination, 
were to be alhired to Wifdom by Types and 
Symbols, by Alludons and dark Sayings: 
Whereas, our Manner of Thinking is more 
Moderate, like the Temperatme of our Cli- 
mate i neither fo Cold, as not to be delighted 
with Apologues and Similitudes ; nor yet fo 
Over-heated, as to rejeft dry Precepts. 

Every difingenuous Artifice is put in Pra- 
6ice in Favour of Vice and Errour ; therefore, 
no hoiieft Art ihould be negle^ed to recom- 
mend Trath and Vertue. Let Them, there- 
fore, when it is proper, come armed with the 
Power of Reafon, and force their Way by 
the bint of Demonftration : At other Times, 

let 
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let Them proceed by Infinuation^ and gain 
Admittance under the Difguife of a Fable, or 
an Allegory. I know it is a received Maxim 
amongft the Logicians, That lUuftrations and 
Comparifons ihould never be admitted for 
Arguments: Which, ftriAly fpeaking, muft 
be granted^ Allegories, Fables, Allunons> 
and Similitudes, do not, properly fpeaking, 
prove any thing : But, when juftly invented> 
they often fet the Truth in (b clear a Light, 
as to make it ftand in no Need of any farther 
Proof. In intricate Arguments, more efpe- 
cially^ thefc Helps of Invention do very much 
£icilitate them to the Underftandings of Per-> 
fbns, unaccuftomed to an abftraded Method 
of Reafoning : As the compleat Model of a 
Building will give an unskilful Man a diftin^ 
Notion of it ,• which is not necelfary to ex- 
plain it to a good Architeft, who will be able 
to comprehend all the Contrivance and Pro- 
portions, by Lines and Numbers. 

When, in the Progrefs of njy Leisures, I 
come to treat of the different Styles and Man- 
ners of Writing, I fliall enter particularly in- 
to the General Notions, I have here advan- 
ced : \Vhat 1 have now faid being only in- 
tended as a Notice to my Difciples, that I 
often induftriqufly avoid Argumentation upon 

Y 3 very 
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^ery important Subjeds: And (bmetimes I 
melt down SyllogifmS) and coin them into 
Allegory and Metaphor, to make them pafs 
Current with myComitreymen. In the mean 
Time, as the Eaftern Nations are to this Day 
the greatcft Dealers in Fable and Allegory, I 
fliall entertain my Readers with Two or 
■Three fliort Specimens of their Genius, out of 
a Mahometan Arabian Writer,- whofe Book 
contains feveral Particulars of the Egyptian 
Hiftory, according to the Opinions and Tra- 
ditions of the AYobians. 

*When Noah firft opened the Ark by 
f God's Command, he let out the kaven to 
5 bring Intelligence of the Decreafe of the Wa- 
< ters. The Raven went out, and never re- 
« turned ; but ftay'd to prey upon the Car- 
^ rions of the Dead. Whereupon, Noah made 
^ Imprecations againft her, that fhe might ne- 

* ver be a Domeftick Bird 5 but live a Vaga- 

* bond, and feed upon CarkaiTes. Afterwards, 

* he let out the Dove : She foon returned 
^ with her Feet dyed by the Slime of the 
^ Earth, which the Sun had now heated ; and 

* her Feet have continued Red from that 

* Time* Wherefore, Noah prayed to God to 

* preferve her Swiftnefs, and that flie might 
I become a Domeflick Bird^ and beloved of 

Men* 
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Men. He likewife prayed^ that fhe might 
have Patiehcp to bear thfe Lofs of her Young 
Ones ; and he gave her bis Benedidion. 

* They fay, the Perfiins, wbo were in the 
Ark) preifed Nodb to have it cleanfed ; which 
obliged him to give the Elephant a CuflF un*^ 
der the Ear i whereupon the Elephant fnee« 
zed, and caft out a Hog to cleanfe the Ark* 
They fay likewife, that the Rats growing 
very numerous and troublefome, Noah gave 
a Blow under the Ear to the Lyon ; who 
fneezed out a Cat to deftroy the Rats# 
Others fay, Tbefe Stories are meer Fi^ion> 
and not neceflary to be believed. 

* A N Abridgement of what is faid of Pba^ 
raOj and how God deftroyed him by the De- 
cree of his Divine Will- Pharao^ King of 
^&ypU was a Dwarf, but feven Spans high. 
Others fay, he was Three Cubits in Stature j 
and that his Beard was Two Cubits long ; 
fo that when he fate, one Cubit of it lay on 
the Ground, before him. He twifted up his 
Muftachoes, and turned them behind hisEars^ 
Others affirm, he had a large, flefliy Face ; 
and that he was of the Race of the Amale^ 
JdtesT After this my Authour goes on with 

an Account of fome Particulars, imitated 
from the Scripture-Hiftory, of Pbarao's Pride 

Y 4 and 
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and Obftinacy ; and concludes with the fol- 
lowing Story, which is after the Eaftem 
Manner. 

^ W H E N Pharao had prayed to God to 
^ caufe the Nile to flow, to appeafe the Mor- 

* murings of the People, and it flowed accor- 

* dingly 5 he took the Glory of it to Himfelf. 
^ But, as he returned to his Caftle, Gabriel 
^ met him in the Way, under the Difguife of 
^ a Shepherd j and laying hold on the Bridle 

* of his Mule, laid to him : ^' Great King, do 
*^ me Juftice againft my Servant. What has thy 
^^ Servant done to thee ? Said Pharao. I have 
*^ a Servant ( replied Gabriel ) to whom I 
^ have been liberal of my Kindnelles and Fa- 
^^ vours, and yet he perfecutes me, and thofe 
^ whom I love ; and obliges thofe whom I 
^^ hate : He is rebellious and difobedient to 
f^ my Commands ; he does not acknowledge 
^^ the Good I have done him ; and is fbrgetfiill 
^^ of me, fo for, as to fay, he knows not who 
*^ I am. A very wicked Servant; faid Pharao. 
" If you bring him to me, I will have him 
^^ drowned in the Red Sea ; and fliall not con- 
*^ tent myfelf for his Punilhment with the 
" Water of the Mfe, which is fweet and plea- 
^* lant. Great King, (replied Gabriel) let me 
t[ have a Decree written to this Purpofe, that 

wherein 
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^ where-ever I ihall find him, I may punifli 
^'him according to it. PharaOy thereupon, 
^ caufed to be written the Condemnation of 
^ a Servant rebellious to his Mailer, who loves 
^ his Enemies , and perfecutes iiis Friends • 
' who difobeys and ill-treats him,- who is un« 
^ grateful, and acknowledges not the Kind* 

* neiles he hath received of him; faying, he 
^ knows not who he is ; and ordered, that he 

* ihould be drowned in the Red Sea. *^ Great 

^ King, ( faid Gabriel ) be pleafed to f^n this 

*^ Decree. Vharao figned it, and fealed it 

^ with his own Seal, and put it into the Hands 
^ of the Shepherd. Gabriel took it, and kept 

^ it as long as God commanded him. When 

* the Day oSSubmerfion was come, Vharao be- 
^ ing juft upon the Point of drowning ; (God 
^ having delivered Mofes and his People from 
^the Waves, and having opened to them a 
^ Pailage through the Sea,) Gabriel came to 
^ him with that Decree. What is this, fays 
^ Vharao ? Open it, fays Gabtiely and read 
^ what it contains." Vharao opened it, and 
^ read it, and remembred it. " You are (faid 
^^ Gabriel to him) the Servant, whom this De- 
^ cree mentions j and fee, here, what you liave 
f decreed againft yourielf. 

Friday^ 
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S^d eft eiim Temeritau fortius ? Ant quid 
tain temerariim, tamque indiffnm fafiextii gn- 
vitate atque coHftamia, qium tut fdfuu femirii 
out qmd norifatis explorate pirceptwH Jit dr co^ 
mtmn, fi>u uUa Duhttatiom iefendere ? 

CictK. de Nat. Dtor. 



IFTER the Example of the Good 
^ Husbandman, who prepares the 
Soil with great Diligence, before 
be ventures to' low his Grain; 1 
have employ'd my atmoft Care to conned a 
fliort Set of Piefttory Leflures for the Ufe 
of my Difciples, to fit the Mind for the Re- 
ception of found Knowledge, and to place 
the Soul in its natural Situation, by endea- 
vouring to incline the Heart to a Love of 
Truth and Sincerity, and to give it an Aver- 
lion to Errour and Falihood. I ihall now, 
therefore, take it for granted, that my Reader 
defires 



1 
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defires nothing more, than to be freed from 
the falfe Opimons, which prevail in the World, 
dirough the Ignorance of the Vulgar, the Pre- 
judices of the Unwary, and the Artifices of 
defigning Men ; that he may be fatisfied oF 
the Reafonablenefs and Certainty of his No<- 
tions ; and confeqaently (now what Opinions 
to receive, and what to re}t6t. 

The firft Step then, towards acquhring this 
Kind of Knowledge, is to accuftom ourfelvei 
to a HabH of Doubting; fince all Reafoning 
proceeds fixyn this Operaticxi of the Mind ; as 
all Prudence grows out of Caution and Cir* 
cumfpedibn. He, that never Doubts, will as 
naturally fall into frequent Errours, as the 
Man, who a^ without Precaution, will of^ 
ten run into wrong Meafbres. 

Our Prejudices, and our Errours, mult be 
very Numerous, fince the Generality of the 
Opinions, we embrace, are not the Refult of 
a Rational Enquiry ; but received upon the 
Authority 6f our Countrey, our Parents, our 
Teachers, our Acquaintance, and fiich Perfons 
as we admire ; or, they are owing to our PaA 
fions, or Itttereft^ or laftly, they are approved 
for being Witty, or Bold ; and often for be- 
ing Singular and DiftingOiihing^ And when 
we do belieVe what is really True, it is oftcner 

owing 
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owii^ to Chance, than to our Knowledge of 
the fblid Foundation, on which it is built. 

In fuch a confuied, unfele^d Multitude of 
Opinions, if we deiire to feparate the Good 
from the Bad, it will be neceflary to winnow 
our Store ; and feverely to examine, whether 
many Things, which we efteem to be True, 
may not be found Falfe, upon a Scrutiny. 

In order to fuch an Examination, we muft 
be contented to look upon our whole Pro- 
viiion of Opinions as Dubious, with Refpeft to 
ourfelves ; whatever they may prove to be in 
the Iflue, upon an impartial and ftrtd Review: 
That b, we are not to admit any Notion as 
True, till we have confidered the Reafons 
whereon it is grounded, and find them a fuffi- 
cient Eftablifhment for it. Without this Uni- 
verfal Impartiality, we may eafily Icrt ieveral 
grois Errours efcape our Notice, and cheriih 
them warmly for Traths, to the great Detri- 
ment of ourfelves and others. 

This Prudential, Equitable Method of pro- 
ceeding in our Search after Knowledge, is by 
Defiartes called Dotdning of Every thing; and is 
recommended by him, as the Firft neceflary 
and ufeful Step, which ought to be taken, in 
order to come at Certainty. And He very 
juftly lays a great Screfs upon it ; becaufe it is 

requi- 
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requifite, in Examining into every Propofition^' 
to endeavour to have as little Propenfion to 
either Side of the Qjieftion, as if it were fome 
New Matter propofed to us; or fome Old 
Notion, with fuch equal Reafbns on either 
Hand, as at firft leave the Mind in a perfeft 
State of Neutrality ; not knowing which Way 
to determine its Judgment. This is iiich an 
Indifferency in the Mind, as leaves it wholly 
free ; having not the leaft Concern on which 
Side the Truth may lie ; with a Readinefs to 
embrace It on Either Side. And, without this 
Equitable Temper, it will not be eafy to diC- 
cei n the Truth, when it lies before us. 

Notwichftanding what has been faid; we 
are not to think, that Any One Ihould, or in- 
deed that he can, adually doubt of the Truth 
of every^Propofition, he may have treafured in 
his Mind. Common Senfe will not permit us 
to doubt. Whether Two and Two make 
Four ; and whether the Whole of any Thing 
is Bigger than any One of the Parts» But a 
Lover of Truth will fearch into the Bottom 
of Things, with as much Diligence and Ex-- 
adnefs, as if he doubted of them, before he 
pronounces them to be Certain and Indifpu* 
table. Therefore, an honeft Man ihould la- 
bour more efpecially to acquire this Habit of 

Philth 
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Fhibfifhical Vo$dimgy where he has moft Rea^ 
iba to apprehend the Weight of Some Freju*- 
dice, either for or againft any one of his 
Opinions. 

Neither is a Perfon, who proceeds by this 
Philofophical Doubting in his Enquiries after 
Truth, to look upon himfelf as wholly dis- 
engaged from all his fonner Principles and 
Rules of Adion, 'till fuch Time as he ihall be 
able to determine their Truth or Falihood in 
a pofitive Manner : But he mud, at leaft in 
the hterimy govern himfelf by them, as pro- 
bable Rules of Adion, 'till he has an Qppor-^ 
tunity to be informed more fuUy of their Rea« 
ibnablenefs. For, he is not in the Cafe of one4 
who is perplexed with a Doubting Con(cience> 
and has no real Perfwafion to determine him 
ill the Pradlice of his Duty ; but adually be- 
lieves his own Rules to be juftifiable for the 
prefent; though, in order to examine more 
thoroughly into their Certainty, he refolves 
to make' his Enquiries as freely, as if he very * 
much doubted of them. 

But, as even this Philofophical Doubting is 
an uneafy State of Mind to a Man, who 
fufpefts that the grcateft Part of what he has 
all along efteemed to be Knowledge, may up- 
on Trial prove downright Ignorance ; and is 

therefore 
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therefore jealous, that if he perfifts to conduft 
iiimfelf by it, his Life may be one continued 
Dream of Folly ; fo that he cannot aft with 
Courage or Comfort : A Wife Man Ihould, 
as foon as he can, get out of diis Comfort-* 
lefs, Unfettled Condition, by pufiiing on Idi 
Enquiries, 'till he comes to tome fixt and cer* 
tain Principles, from which he may draw evi- 
dent Conclufions for his Condud, upon all 
Occafions. This ought Firft to be done, in 
Cafes every Day occurring ; as in what relates 
to the Principles, by which Life is to be con<« 
duded, and Society to be preferved. In o* 
ther Concerns, we are to give Preference to 
our Difquifitions, either according to the Va- 
lue of the Things themfelvcs { or as they re- 
late immediately to our particular Profeflion ; 
or as they conduce to make us Mailers of any 
Science, we defire to be perfect in, for our 
private Satisfadion. 

It is likewife proper, I Ihould here advife 
•my pifciples, to purfue ftrift Science, where 
Demonftration can be had : To content Them- 
felves with a Probable Perfwafion, where only 
Probable Arguments are to be expefted : And 
wholly to refiife their Alfent, when their Opi* 
Aions muft rather be owing to Chance, than to, 
Convi^ion. 

To 
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To this Philofophical Doubting^ there are 
Two very oppofite Extreams. 

The One is an ObfUnacy or Perverie* 
nels of Mind, in adhering to whatever we 
l2ave once given our Aflent, without ever con- 
fidering whether we had fufficient Reafons for 
that AlTent ; without having Patience to hear 
any Thing, that may be urged againft our 
Opinions ; and with an unmanly Dread of let- 
ting any New Light into our Underftanding, 
left we ihould perceive more dark Comers in 
our Soul, than we fhould be willing to ^c* 
knowledge. 

The Other is a State of Scepticifm ; when a 
Man, upon Pretence of the many Errours ftir- 
ring in the World, and the great Difficulty of 
difintangling the Troth from the Intricacy of 
fo many perplexed and oppofite Opinions, 
ihall fit down with a Total Negled of Rea- 
fon, and a Contempt of Knowledge, in an 
AEk&ed Doubting : I call it fo ; becaufe, a- 
mongft thofe Perfons who have given them-, 
felves this Air of Superiour Wifdom, there 
have not appeared any thorough-paced Seep-- 
ticks J none, who pretended to doubt of the 
Troths of Matheniaticks ; or who looked on 
all Things fo equally probable, as not to 
make Ufe of their Senfes ( like other Peo- 
ple) 



N^4^ TT^Free-Thinker. 355 

pie ) for the Prefervation of themfelves, and 
of the Maxims of Common Pradence^ in Con- 
ducting their Afiairs» 




N^49. Monday^ Sept.^. 17 1 8. 

His Thought unravels all my Fmale Wiks^ 
And through my very Frowns difcovers Smiles. 

y^NONYM, 



T will appear, by the Dates of the 

Two following Epiftles, how long 

they have lain by me, before 1 

could find a proper Opportunity 

to throw them into a Paper. 

TotbeFREE'-THINKER, 




SIR, 



June i6, 171?% 



* ■ ' V E R fince your Appearance about the 

* Hj Town, my Spirits have been in a ftrange 

* Flutter : For, immediately I guefled what 

* your *Tree-Thinking would come to. All 

Z *our 



354 T&^ Free-Thinker. N^49 

oar little Indifcretions, it feems^ are once 
more to be blabbed, and expofed to the 
Publick in their moft aggravatkig Circunv 
fiances. One would think, the Sex bad al- 
ready fuflfered fufficiently from the Sauci- 
ncfs of your Predecelfours. For my Part, 
I begin to be afraid of making a Vifit; 
leaft I fliould meet with your hideous Par 
per in the Room, and there find my felf 
painted (under a feigned Name) too much 
to the Life, to efcape the Notice of the 
Malicious. Thofe impudent Creatures, the 
Men, may be able to brazen out the Shocks, 
you frequently give Them: But, confider 
what Confufion it muft raife in a Confci- 
ous Female, when the Eyes of a Circle arc 
at once direded upon her. A very flen- 
der Hint is fufficient to fet the Ill-natured 
World upon making Applications. The 
cenforious Prade will immediately run over 
all the Toafis^ when you are upon the 
Topick of a Coquette, or an Innocent, Fro- 
lickfome, young Thing. Keep, therefore, 
within the Boundaries of Philofophy, I be- 
feech you, for the future ,• and Tutour your 
own Sex: But, let not your Imagination 
wanton upon the Ladies, as you value the 
« Smiles and dread the Difpleafure of Per- 

! fons, 
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* Ions, who have a greater Share of Paflion 
' and Rerentment, than you can have of Phi- 
' Ibfophy. If you art Wife, you will make 
' a right Ufe of- this Friendly Warning from 
! One, who is not 

Toitr Admirer, 

FuRibsA Flik.** 

MAdaM, JuneiZ.i-jiZi 

•"VrOUR pefeViih Letter has diverted 

* X me J and the mone, becaufe I can fee, 

* your Anger is Counterfeit, and has giveri 
' you as Uttic Pain, as it gives me. I know 

* the Sex too well, hot to underdabd their 
' Pettilh Arts, and their Termegant Fetches* 
«I perceive the Drift of your diflembled 
« Rage is to draw me into a Correlpondence j 

* which I am willing to encourage. You 

* fliall be angry as often as you pleafe | 
« and I fliall trieat yotir Pretty Sallits with 

* Indulgence. 

* You may be ailuned, the Free-ThiHker is 

* not an Oldj Tefty Fellow j no Mufty Philo- 
! fopher, nor a Woman-Haten It is requi- 

5£» Jfiti 
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Cite he fhould be in the full Vigour of his 
Underftanding J and confcquently.of anAge 
notinfenfible to the Charms of Beauty; nor 
of a Temper to undervalue the Difplea- 
fure, or flight the Favour, of the Fair Sex. 
Did I not admire the Ladies, I ihould not 
take them under my Care: The Lapida- 
ry always beftows his Pains to poliih and 
wear out every little Flaw and Blemifii in a 
Jewel, in Proportion to the Price he fets upon 
it. I fliall, therefore, go on to prune the Luxu- 
riancies of the Ladies, and clip their little 
Extravagancies into Shape, to render them 
more Lovely, Befides j I know, it will be 
impoffible to bring the Men to their Senfes, 
till Wifdom becomes fomewhat Fafhiona- 
ble amongft the Women. For which Rea- 
fon, it will be my Bufinefs to animadvert 
equally upon the Condiid of Both Sexes 
to bring them to Tally the better in Love, 
as well as in the Amufements and the Con- 
cerns of Life. As for the Generality of 
my Ledures, which more immediately re- 
gard the Females, I will venture to recom- 
mend them as a Beautifying WajQi, that not 
only preferves, but wonderfully improves, 
the Complexion of the Mind; and may be 

I fafely 
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^ fafely ufed by Perfons of every Age and 
^ Condition. 

I amy MAD A M^ 

Tour Achnirery 

The Free-Thinker. 

Having acquitted my felf to Mrs. Flirty 
vrith the Gallantry of a Philofopher, I am 
not forry, that I happen at prefent to be fur- 
niflied with fome Materials to teize her 
afreih) and provoke her to put on her en- 
gaging, frumpifii Airs again. If my Inteh 
ligencies prove true, "^ the Two Pieces 
of Oratory , lately publilhed^ have had 
a confiderable Influence upon fevprid Per- 
fons of different Profeffions, who have 
their refpedive Hopes and Fears with Re- 
lation to the Hoop-Petticoat. Thofe In- 
formations, I thought worth remembring, 
I fliall communicate as freely, as I received 
them. 

The' Box-Keepers of the Play-Houfe in 
Vrury-LanCy and the Pew-Keepers in the 



* N^ 44- 

Z 3 Churches 
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Churches of London and Weftnunfter^ obferr I 

ving how much their Audiences are this* 
ned fince the Enlargement of the Hoop; 
intend (I am told) to fend a Deputation to 
thank me for my Services, and to aifiire me, 
their Doors fliall be always open to me 
Grdtis. 

It is faid, that the Makers of thefe Engines 
are in Fee with the China-Shops, not to 
bate an Inch of Circumference, and foe die 
future to build none but Firft-Rate Coats. 
and, that they are now trying to draw the 
Glafs-Shops and the Cabinet-makers, into 
the Alliance. And, becaufe it often hap- 
pens, that a Lady, when flte is in hafle to 
go out, finds a Bone broken, or diflocated, 
or a Hoop burft^ and then, frets at the Fa- 
ihion : It is agreed, that a convenient Num- 
ber of young Damfels ihall be fent through 
the Great Streets, Morning and Eveningi 
with a Provifion of Whale-Bone round their 
Wafte, to cry in a Shrill Tone, Any Work 
for a Cooper, 

A Poor Cjnicky who has already begged 
a Hogfliead for his ^^tfr-Houfe, defires my 
Intereft to fome Portly Lady, for a Hoop- 
Petticoat, to ferve him for a Tent in the 
Summer. A Poacher, who finds his Account 

in 
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in the Game Afl, has writ to a Friend to 
fend him a Dozen of Second-haod Hoops 
into the Countrey, which by the Additbn 
of a Cabbage-Net, will ferve to Tunnel Par- 
tridges. The Hackney-Coachmen find their 
Horfes, very much relieved by the fpread- 
ing Coats; and fay, they have nothing far- 
ther to wiih, but that the Lawyers were 
obliged to wear them, in Term-time. 

A young Man, who is Clerk to a Juf- 
tice of the Peace, and a bufy Afferter of 
the Laws, would have me convince his 
Matter, that the Fafliionable Petticoats are 
a. publick Nuifancej and confequently, that 
the Fine may legally be levy'd upon all the 
Hooped' Females, who move upon Pattens; 
fmce they manifeftly come within the Sta- 
tute, which provides againll flopping up the 
Streets with Casks and Veflels of any Make 
or Size. 
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N°50. FndajySept. ii. 1718. 

Cujufvii efi hominii errare : NuUiust ntfi inji- 
fientit, perfeverare in errore. Ciceb.. Philip. 



SAVING treated of Vhitofophical 
Doubting in my Le^ure of the 
Fifth Inftanti I fliaU, This Day, 
recommend it again to my Rea- 
ders; and attempt to fiiew the Reafonable- 
nefs and the Neceffity of it in other (and 
perhaps more familiar) Lights : That the 
Plaineft Capacity may be capable to ap- 
prehend the great Advantages of this Dif- 
pofidon of Mind j without which we can 
never be thoroughly convinced of any Traths> 
that are not Self-Evident, 

I defire the Lovers of Truth and Sinceri- 
ty, to recolleft the Doiilrine delivered in my 
Thirty Sixth Difcourfe ; from which they 
will naturally infer, that no Man, of com- 
mon Refleftion, can be Unblameable in his 
Opini- 
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Opinions, who takes them upon Truft, and 
never once doubts of their Validity. In 
order to be fully perfwaded of the Truth 
of an Opinion, (without which Perfwafion it 
can never be juftifiable to embrace it) Com- 
mon Senfe requires, we fliould not negkiSl 
the Proper and Ordinary Methods of Infor- 
mation : Now, all Information comes by En- 
quiry,- and all Enquiry arifes from Doubt- 
ing. He, that is Pofitive, cannot Doubt ; 
and confequently, cuts himfelf off from the 
Poffibility of being Informed : Neither ought 
he, who never Doubted, to be Pofitive. 

Of Truths, which are Self-Evident^ the 
Number is but fmall,- whereas the Variety 
of Truths, that require Examination and 
Reafoningj before they can be rightly ap- 
prehended, is Infinite. Befides, through Pre- 
judice or Negligence, many Notions are ta- 
ken for Self-E'vident Jjriitbf, which upon an 
impartial Examination, would prove manifeft 
Fallhoods : And, this Deception is the main 
Source of the moft Popular Errours. There- 
fore, an Honeft Man cannot be too much 
upon his Guard, by accuftoming himfelf to 
a Habit of Doubting. Let him remember, 
that he lives in a degenerate Age, and in a 
Nation Regimented into Fadions,- that he 

is 
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is befieged on eveiy Side with Errours : That 
he ihould therefore Garrifon his Mind^ and 
keep a conftant Watch within Himfelf^ fo 
as to give no Admittance to New Opini- 
ens, before he takes a (triA Account of them ; 
neither to harbour Old Ones^ which, upon 
being Qsieftioned^ cannot give fufficient Af^ 
furance of their Truth. 

I am fenfible this Leilbn about Doubting 
cannot be leamt, without great Difficulty, by 
Perfons, who are grown Old in Obftinacy 
and Prejudice ; who have^ perhaps. Borrowed 
all their Opinions upon Credit; and who, 
if they were to be judged by Right Rea- 
fon, and called upon to give an Account of 
the Methods, by which they came by their 
Stock of Notions, perhaps would not be 
found to be rightly poflefred of any one of 
their Favourite Tenets. But, I hope the more 
Ingenuous (who generally ipeaking are the 
more Youthful) Tribe of my Difciples, who 
have not yet laid in their Provifion of Opi- 
nions for Life, may be perfwaded to be 
Cautious in their Choice; not to Lumber 
up their Underftandings with Old-faihioned 
Trumpery, on One-hand j nor to be fond 
of every New-fimgled Toy, on the Other: 
But, to Seled foch a Set of Furniture, as 

fhail 



1 
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Ihall be at once ufeful and ornamental, and 
never grow out of Faihion amongft Wife 
Men. 

There are Perfons, who have as great a 
Facility in Doubting, as Others have in Be* 
lieving: The One aflfed Singularity ; thft 
Other, Popularity. Whereas theFree^Thinker, 
whofe Heart is fet upon Truth, Doubts on- 
ly in order to be Certain; removes his 
Doubts by Doubting j and Believes or DiA 
believes a Propofition, in Proportion to the 
Evidences, that appear to him, for it or 
againft it. The Extreams of Credulity and 
Incredulity do often proceed from an equal 
Pofitivenefs of Temper : And the only Cure 
for thefe Two Imperfeftions in the Under- 
ftanding, is a Rational Doubting; fuch as 
will make us wary in Receiving New Opi- 
nions, and not unwilling to part with Old 
Ones. 

There is as great a Libertinifm of Mind 
in Believing without a reafonable Convi(^ion^ 
as in Disbelieving upon precarious Suppofi- 
tions and unwarrantable Surmizes. An Over- 
Forwardnefs to AlTent to Opinions, is a Pro- 
ftitution of our Underftanding : And an Over- 
Backwardnefs to Doubt, implies a Diftruft of 
the Truth of our Perfwafion, or at leaft a 

Con- 
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Confcioufnefs of our Inability to defend it. 
A Truth is no Truth to Him, who believes 
it Implicitly, and never enquires into the 
ReafonSj upon which it is founded: And,' 
an Errour is not chargeable as an Errour 
to the Man, who (after due Pains to be 
rightly informed) takes it for a Truth. 

There are Opinions, which have prevailed 
in the World through many Ages, and are 
received almoft Univerfally ,• and yet, may 
be far from being True. There may like- 
wife be Opinions, which are very New 
and very Singular ; and yet, are as far from 
being Falfe. So that, neither the Antiqui- 
ty nor Univerfality of the One, nor the No- 
velty or Singularity of the Other, ought to 
biafs a Lover of Truth ,• who is to bring 
every thing to the Teft of Reafon, fo far 
as his Capacity enables him. It may like- 
wife happen, that We may believe fome 
Things to be True, which are anally True ,• 
and yet the Reafons, upon which we ground 
our Belief, may be Falfe: And this Confi- 
deration will fumiih an Honeft Man with a 
frefli Argument in Favour of Doubting. 

To conclude my Two Lectures upon Phi- 
lofophical Doubting, and to fliew the main 
Advantages of fuch a Habit of Mind to 

Man- 
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Mankind in Geheral j I muft once again re-^ 
mind my Readers, that it is impoflible to 
Think Freely^ and to come at Truthj with* 
out this Difpofition. In the next place, I 
Ihall obferve. That this Habit of Doubting 
will teach us to be modeft in our Opini- 
ons, and ready to retraft our Erroursf not 
to be Pofitive in our Ignorance, but Inqui- 
fitive and delirous of Inftrudion 5 to be Mo- 
derate towards Thofe, who differ from us; 
and to fuffer all Men, who live in Submii^ 
(ion to the Civil Laws of their Countrey, 
to enjoy their Perfwafion quietly, without 
attempting to convince them of any Errour, 
but by cool and temperate Reafbning. 
• Laftly, it will be proper to obferve j That 
the Great Truths of Religion, of Morality, 
and of Politicks, fuch as are the Cement of 
Society, come within a Narrow Compafs ; 
and may be apprehended by a Plain Capaci- 
ty, that ihall diligentl y enquire into their Na- 
ture, with a Teachable Difpofition, and a 
"W illingnefs to be informed. And as for the 
Refinements in thefe feveral Topicks, which 
have been introduced into the World by 
Speculative Men^ the Knowledge of them 
is not Neceflary (and very often Pernicious) 
to the Bulk of Mankind. The Applauded 

Syftems, 
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Syftems of thefe Kinds of Learning do not 
improve, but confound the People ; and the 
Study of them is, at beftj but a Solemn 
Idlenefs. 
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'/b fecura quiti, d lufcia fattere vita, 
Vhes opum luuianm j at Imis alia fmdis ; 
^elimu, w't'ijiK Imvs j ac frigida Temfe, 
Vbtgiiufque Imm, imBtfyiu fiA arbore foimiii 
Nob aifunt. V i » e. 



gFTER what has been advanced 
^1 * concerning Zjetury^ methinks it 
I Ihould not be difficult to pec* 
J fwade fuch of my Countreymen, 
as are bom to Competent Efiates, (accor- 
ding to their refpeaivc Conditions) not to 
give into the general In&tuation of be- 



coming 
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coming Indigent through the Favour of 
Great Men. And, even the Younger Bro- 
thers of Good Families woutd find their 
Account more by improving thehr Fortunes 
in fome Creditable Bufinefs, than by wafting 
their Time and Money in the uncertain Pur- 
fuit, and the Precarious Tenure, of Court- 
Employments. 

It is excufable in a Gentleman^ who has 
had the Misfortune to be bred at Large, and 
is too far gone in Life to apply himfelf to 
a Profelfion, to endeavour to merit the Atten- 
tion of fome worthy Patron, who may recom- 
mend hiqfi to the Favour of his Prince. 
Bur, it is amazing to fee fucb Crowds of 
our Gentry, who with their Lands inherit 
Independency, be at no fmall Pains and Ex- 
pence to become SlaVes. Is there, to a Brave 
Man, any Happineis in Life, equal to Free- 
dom c^ Or any Ambition, beyond That of 
having no Superiour? Efpecially in a Na- 
tion, where the Laws only (and not the 
Will of the Magiftrate) claim our Submit- 
fion. 

It is no Wonder, that in Defpodck Go- 
vernments every Man ftrives to be in fome 
Degree of Power ; or at leaft to gain the 
Countenance of fome Court-Pctentate : Be- 

caufe 
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caufe the Laws alone are not fufficient to 

ihelter the Subject from Oppreffion. But, in 

Englandy the Lord, the Knight, the Squire, 

the Gentleman, the Trader, the Artizan, 

(each in his Way) may live, fecurely, to 

Himfelf and his Countrey^ and appeal fing^ 

ly to the Laws for Protedion. A Briton 

may fix his Happinefs upon a folid Bafis : 

Let him (land upon his own Bottom,- let 

his Induftry and his Frugality fet him above 

Want; and neither the Prince, nor his Mi- 

nifters, can give him any Moleftation. Such 

a Man's A^ons will be Free 5 and what he 

does, at any time, to ferve his Countrey^ 

will be done with a double Grace, when 

it fhall appear, that he is controlled by nei-* 
ther Hopes nor Fears, 

I am in Doubt, whether any Minifters of 
State will thank me for this Dodrine : 
Though upon Recoil edlion, I cannot help 
thinking it a confiderable Service done Them^ 
to infpire their Fel low-Sub jefts with this ho- 
neft Pride of Heart, In Cafe it prevails. 
They will be freed from the Plague of 
Levies this Winter: And, when Places once 
come to go a Begging, the Great Men (with 
the Affiftance of a Good Parliament) will 
bavp little elfe to do in Conduding the Af- 
fairs 



N^5i T/^^ Free-Thinker. ^4^ 

fairs of the Nation, but to be Plain and Ho-- 
neft ; than which. Nothing is more eafy. 

Since, then, both the Miniflers and thef 
People may find their Advantage in an Ef- 
fedual Diffwafive from a Court-Life, I fliall 
fubjoin a Copy of Verfes to that Purpofe ; 
and will only detain my Reader with a 
Ihort Obfervation upon the Continual Tem- 
perament of Court-Weather : It is Warm, 
but not Pleafant, in the Sunfliinej and^ i^ 
Freezes bitterly, in the Shade* 

An Epiftlc from a Gentleman in HoU 
landy to his Friend in England y in 
the Year 170 J, 

pROM UtrechtV filcm Walb, by Winds 1 

fend 
Health and kind TViJJoes to my abfcnt Friends 
The JVinter fpent^ I feel the Poet's Fire; 
The Sun advancer^ and the Foggs retire : 
The Genial Spring unbinds the Frozen Earth i 
Dawns on the Trecs^ and gives the Vrimrofd 
Birth. 

A a hoos'd 
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Ijoos'd from their friendly Harbours ^ once again 
Qnfederate Fleets afjemble on the Main ; 
The Voice of War the gallant Soldier wakes i 
And weeping Cloc farting KiJJes takes. 
On nem-plumed Wings the Roman Eagle foars; 
The Belgick Lion in full Fury roars. 
Difpatch the Leader from Tour happy Coaft; 
The Hope of Europe, and BritanniaV Boaft : 
Marlborough come! frejh Laurels for 

Thee rife ! 
One Conqueft more j and Gallia will grow wife4 
Old Lewis makes his Laji Effort in Arms ; 
And Jhews how, e^ven in Age^ Atnbition charms^ 

Mean while^ my Friend^ the thickening Shades 
I haunt J 
And fnmth Canals i and after Ri'vulets pant : 
The fmooth Canals^ alasy too Lifelefs Jhow ! 
Nor to the Eye^ nor to the Ear^ they flow. 
Studious of Eafe^ and fond of hwnble Things^ 
Below the Smiles^ below the Frowns of Kings '; 

Thanh 
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Thanks to my Stars^ I prize the Sweets of Life : 

No Jleeplefs Nights I coimt j no Days of Sti ife^ 

G>ntent to Live^ content to D/V, Unknown ; 

Lord of my Self^ Accountable to None i 

* 
1 SkejTy I Wake ; I Drink ; I fometimes Lo've y 

t Ready I Write ,• / Settle y and 1 Rove ; 

Whenyand vf^here-e'ery I pleafe : ThuSy every Hour 

Gives fome new Proof of my Defpotick Powers 

Ally that 1 Willy 1 Can ,• but theny I Will 

As Reafon bids : I meditate no 111 j 

Andy pleased with ThingSy that in my Level Ue^ 

Leave it to Madmen o^er the Gauds to fly. 

Buty This is all Romance j a Dream to Tou^ 
Who Fence and DancCy and keep the Court iH 

view. 
White Staffs and TrunchccnSy Seals and goldeH 

Keysy 
And Silver StarSy yctir tow'ring Genii4s pleafe^ 
Such manly Thoughts in every Infant rifey 
Who daily for fome Tififel Trinket cries i 

A a 2 Gd 
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Go on^ and profper^ Sir : But firjl^ from me 
Jjearn your own Temper ^ for^ 1 know you Free. 
Tou can be Honejl j but^ you ainnot BoWy 
And CringCi beneath a fupercilioM Brow : 
Tou cannot Fawn ; your ftubborn Soul recoiU 
At Bafenefs ; and your Blood too highly boils. 
From Nature^ Some fubmijffive Tempers have • 
Unkind to you^ She formed you not a Slave. 
A Courtier muft be Supple ; full of Guile j 
lAuJl learn to Praife^ to Flatter^ to Revile^ 
The Goody the Bad; an Enemy y a Friend; 
To give Falfe Hopesy and on Falfe Hopes de^ 

pend. 
Go ony and profpery Sir : But learn to hide 
Tour Upright Spirit : 'Twill be conflrued Pride. 
The Splendour of a Court is all a Cheat ; 
Tou tnuft be Serviky e'er you can be Great. 
Befides ; your ancient Patrimony waftedy 
Tour Touth run outy your Schemes of Grandeur 

blajied; 

Tou 
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Tou may perhaps retire in Difcontertty 

Aid airfe your Patron, for no ftratige Event : 

The Patron wilt hit Innocence protefti 

And frown in EameJI, thoughhe fmiUdin Jeft. 

Man, only from Himfelf, can fuffer Wrong ; 
H" Reafon fails, as his Defires grow ftrong : 
Hence, wanting Ballaji, and too full of Sail, 
. He lies expofed to every rijing Gale. 
From Toitth to Age, for Happinefs he is bottnd: 
He [puts on Roch, or runs his Bark a-Groundi 
Or, wide of Land, a defert Ocean views ; 
And, to the lafi, the flying Port pmfues : 
Tet, to the laft, the Port he does not gain ; 
And, dying, finds too late. He liv'd in vain. 
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N° 52. Friday, Sept 19. 1718. 



Sero [afiunt Phrjget. 



i B U T Six Weeks ago, I gave 
y the Tanaticks a very Friendly Cau- 
G tion, ** not to rely upon Cardinal 
i Aiberoni : And, one would iniagine, 
that by this time They fhould be thoroughly 
convinced (while the Reft of the Nation is 
pleafed) that his Eminency's Projeds for dif- 
'turbing the Repofe of Europe are entirely 
defeated. Neverthelefs, I perceive the Hopes 
of Thefe Infatuated People go on ftill to 
rife (as ufual) upon their Difappointments. 
Some of them refolve to believe, that the 
Britijh Squadron, under the Command of 
Sir George Byngj was not vidorious over the 
Spatiijh 'Fleet: And Others, who have the 
Modefty to give up That Point, are deep 
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in the Spanijh Councils ; and hug themfelves 
upon the After-Game, the Cardinal has to 
play. Thus, one Delufion makes Way for 
another; and thefe Dreamers cannot find in 
their Hearts to awake. 

Notwithftanding the Defperatenefs of their 
Condition, I ihall continue to ply them with 
forcible Arguments from time to time, in 
Hopes to recover fome of them to Reafonj 
as it is neceffary to teize Men, in Lethar- 
gies and Madnefs, with the iharpeft Appli- 
cations and fevereft Remedies, to bring them 
to their Senfes. Happily, for this Purpofe, 
one of my Correfpondents has lately fur- 
nifhed me with a very feafonable Letter- 
which, though it Ihould have no EffeCt up- 
on thefe Extravagants, will be of ufe to the 
Sounder Part of my Fellow-Subje^as. 

Mr. Free-Thinker, Sept.Wj. 1718. 

SINCE you feem to turn the main 
Bent of your Studies to the Service of 
your Countrey, and have exprefled your 
felf defirous of the Affiftance of every ho- 
ned Man ; I take the Liberty to fend you 
a Reflexion or Two,, as they occurred to 
me, upon reading a remarkable Article in 
f the printed Newi-i^apers, which I perufed 

A a 4 ^ with 
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with great Pleafure^ and think it may be 
of ufe to the Publick to take feme No- 
tice of it. 

^ T H E greateft Strength, as well as Glory> 
of a Prince, confifts in the Confidence his 
People repofe in him : This can never ap- 
pear more manifeftly, than when Private 
Perfons do, of their own Accord, place 
confiderable Portions of their Property up- 
on the fame Foundation with His Govern- 
ment ; and embark their Eftates in the 

fame Bottom with their King,- fb as to 
rifque their Fortunes by an Alteration in 

the State. 

^ Every Man muft needs have obferved^ 
that no Argument has been fo much ufed 
by thofe Perfons, who propagated the Ab- 
furd Diftinftion between the Interefts of 
Land and Trade, as the Uncertainty of 
Parliamentary Security, and the Precariouf- 
ncfs of the Aft of Succelfion^ in order 
to deterr the Subjed from advancing Mo- 
ney upon the Publick Funds : Urging, that 
the Adventurers did thereby place their Pro- 
perty on the fame Eftablifliment with the 
Government; and, that in Cafe of any 
Failure in the Proteftant Succeffion, They 
muft be inevitably ruined : Whereas, Land 

^ would 
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would remain unalterable in ail Changes. 
In this manner have feveral of our Coun- 
trey-Gentlemen been taught to comfort 
themfelves with an Imaginary Security, 
amidft the Deftrudion of .their Countrey. 
* By this time, Sir, you may perceive, that 
my Thoughts turn entirely upon the Ar- 
ticle in the Dailj Qurant of the Ftfih In^ 
ftaqt, which informs us, that Sir Robert Cbap^ 
Un (one of the Diredors of the South-Sea 
Companj) has purchafed the Eftate of the 
late I,oTd Widdrington in Limolnjhire^ of 
the Yearly Value of One Thoufand, Four 
Hundred and odd Pounds per Annum^ for 
the S\im of Thirty Two Thoufand, Four 
Hundred Pounds; which is above Twenty 
Two Years Purchafe. 

' I muft own, I received much Satisfadion 
from this Piece of Domeftick News, even 
at a Time when my Joy was yet freih for 
our Compleat Vidory at S&a, over the Spa- 
niards ; And I cannot but think it to be one 
very good Effea of the CommiflGon for for- 
feited Eftates, that It has given our Mo- 
nyed Men fo feir and Advantageous an 
Opportunity of ftewing the Confidence, 
They have in the Strength and Security of 
the Prefent Government. 

* This 
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the Poffeffion of Lay-men, at the Refor- 
tnarion was viflbly our main Fence again^ 
^^: I with Defign fay, That the Funds 
ha^ been a Security to the Revolution and 
Proteftant Succeflion j fmce, when I refled 
upon the prudent Meafures lately takej 
foT the Re-Eftabliihment of the Publick 
Credit, I cannot but remark, that this Se- 
curity will, in all ProbabUity, be in a few 
Years determined, and that the Debts, for 
which the Funds are engaged, will ^ dif- 
charged (I fear) before the Spint of Fadhoa 
and Fanatkifm fluU be entirely queUed. 
Therefore, 1 affure my Correfponden^ that 
I approve of the warm Wiih at the End of 

his Letter. » . t 

The World is fo much governed by In- 

tereft, that I doubt not, but the Exped^nt 

he mentions, would abfolutely put an End 

to our Animofities. The Strength of the 

Fanaticks lies chiefly amongft thofe Perfons, 

Xfe Property is in Lf^'^/^^td Ton- 
have little, or no Property at aU. And con 
fequently, if the Poffeffion of all our Lands, 
^r inevitably . to foUow the Fate of the 
Prefent Government,- it might prove as I^ 
vScible a Bulwark for fecuring the Contw 
nuation of the Proteftant Religion j as the 
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fbre-rtientioned Diftribution of Church-Lands 
was for defending the firft Eftablilhment of 
It. 




N^ 55. Monday, Sept. Z2. 1718. 
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Ays dedit ? Ei 'veri [pedes dignofcere calles^ 
Ne qua fubdrato mendofum tinniat auro ? 
^tcque fequenda farent^ dy qud ^itanda "vicijjuny 
Ilia prius creta^ mox hdc carbone^ notafti ? 

Pers. 




FTER my Two Ledures on 
the Fifth and Twelfth Inftant, I 
dare fay, the following Epifto- 
lary Difcourfe will be as accep- 
table to my DifcipleS) as it is to me. If 
they give due Attention to it, they will 
difcover great Penetration and Jullnefs of 
Thought through the whole Defign of the 
Writer i and be more fully convinced of 
the Reafonablenefs of that Dodrine, which 

I have 
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I have fo earneftly reccnmnended, as abiblute^ 
ly neceflary to Thofe, who would feek af- 
ter Truth in their Opinions, with Sincerity* 



SIR, 



&pt. li.ijiS. 



SINCE you feem to have finiflied your 
Ledures upon Philofophical Doubtingi 
and give us no Hopes of any farther 
Thoughts of your own upon That Sub^ 
jcft 5 I take Leave (while the Town is 
warm upon it) to fend you a few Obfer- 
vations on the different Condud of the 
Underftanding, with relation to Doubting : 
Which, by giving an Infight into what paf- 
fes in the Mind, may deted the fecret 
Infincerity, that often deterrs Men from ta- 
king this firft neceflary Step towards Know- 
ledge« 

* The Meafures, Men purfue in this Refpeft^ 
are often direftly oppoiite; though equal-^ 
ly calculated to Forward and Accomplifli 
their feveral Defigns ; according as they are 
either endeavouring to difcover Truth, or 
to fcreen themfelves from the Light of it. 
This Confideration of the Contrary Aims 
they have in view, may perhaps account 
for the Fears and Apprchenfions, which 
They, who happen to be embarked in thtf 

^ Latter 
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Latter of thefe Defigns (which is a kind 
of Inverted Philofophy) are apt to enter- 
tain of the Dangerous Dodrine of Doubt* 
ingi fince it often raifes unhappy Scruples 
in their Minds, and gives them great Dis- 
turbance, while they are quietly retreating 
into Obfcurity, and intrenching themfelves 
in Errours, The fame Confideration may 
likewife contribute to remove their unjuft 
and groundlefs Suipicions; or at leaft to 
expofc their difingenuous Cenfures of the 
innocent Liberty of Doubting : A Liberty, 
which They all fecurely take, when they are 
defirous to be informed j but pretend to be 
terribly allarmed at it, when they are not 
Willing to be Undeceived* 
* The Truth of this Obfervation will evi- 
dently appear, if we confider the different 
Care and Caution, with which Men ufually 
proceed in their Enquiries, as they are ei- 
ther advancing towards Truth, or retreat* 
ing from it* 

^ T H E feveral Subjeds of Enquiry, we are 
engaged in, may be ranged under Three 
General Heads: Namely, Such as are In- 
different to US; Such as we are foUicitous 
to be rightly informed of,- and Such as 
we are willing to be deceived in# 

f Under 
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^ Under the Firft Head I fhall place the 
Arts, the Sciences, and all the Various Kinds 
of Knowledge, which are only fought after, 
for Curioficy and Entertainment. 

^ The Second comprehends the Affairs of 
Humane Life, and the Methods of acqui- 
ring whatfoever is efteemed Valuable in the 
World, 

^ The Third takes in the Great Points of 
Morality and Religion ; on which our Hap- 
pinefs depends throughout the whole Courfe 
of our Exiftence, 

* The Difquifitions ranged under the Firft 
General Head, may be looked upon as the 
peculiar Province of the Men of Letters 
and Leifurej who, not having herein any 
indired Views to divert them from Truth, 
proceed in the Search of it with the ut- 
moft Freedom, and never fcruple to nuke 
the ftrideft Scrutiny. The Enquirer, being 
not any way byaffed or interefted, does not 
refufe any New Information, that may de- 
ftroy his Former Opinions ; He is under no 
Apprehenfions of unfetling his Judgment, 
or miffing of Certainty in the Purfiiits of 
Knowledge, by indulging the Liberty of 
Doubting : And he is fo far from being of-^ 
fended at the like Freedom of Enquiryt 



Mn 
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in Others, that (on the contrary) he is 
pleaf^d with itj being fenfible, he cannot, 
by any other Method, hope for any Im- 
provement in thofe Arts and Sciences, which 
afford him fuch an exquifite Delight and 
Entertainment. 

^ The more ufeful Ehquiries in the Se-' 
cond Glafs belong to the Men of Bufinefs ; 
who, as They are more immediately con- 
cerned not to be impofed upon, are nicely 
verfed in the defenfive Arts of Philofophi- 
cal Doubting; and difcover fuch uncom- 
mon Acutenefs and Penetration in unravel- 
ling the wily Frauds and Stratagems of 
thofe, they have to deal with^ as is but faintly 
imitated by the fubtileft Reafon^rs of the 
Scholaftick Tribe. Every Adventure in 
Trade is computed With the exafteft Skill ; 
Every Step in Politicks is taken with the 
cooleft Deliberation; to make it fucceed. 
In Concerns of thefe Kinds no Care is want- 
ingi, that can fecure us from Errour; nei- 
ther are we, upon fuch Occafions, fo re* 
fined in our Prudence, as to diftruft our 
own Eyes, and to judge it unfafe to fee 
for our felves. And, as in thefe Affairs 
• we proceed with fo much Circumfpe^ion^ 

B b I and 
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and Jealoufy of being deceived; we do 
not think it unreafonable in Others, to take 
the fame Precautions. 

^ Thus do both the Learned and Illite- 
rate Part of Mankind perfedly agree in 
the true Way to Knowledge, when they 
are thoroughly in Earneft in their Purfuit 

after it : And muft, therefore, be felf-con- 
demned, if they deviate from it upon 

thofe Occafions, in which it would be moft 
fatal to them to be mifled. 
• The Subje<as of Enquiry contained under 
jny laft General Head, are Thofe, in which 
we are often averfe to Truth, and prepof- 
teroufly skillftil to contrive our own De- 
ception. And, it is obfervable, that we are 
only fearfijl of exerting That Freedom of 
Thought (which we account fo friendly to 
Truth on all other Occafions) in an im- 
partial Enquiry into Thefe great Subjeds- 
This Shynefs of Enquiry does not, indeed, 
extend indifferently to all the Parts of Re- 
ligion and Morality : But, it particularly di- 
verts us from confidering only fuch Specu- 
lative Points of Religion, in which it might 
be unfafe to own an Opinion, different from 
the Received Notions; or, from attending 
to fuch PraiJlical Rules of Life, as are in- 

' con- 
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confiftent with our own Adions. In either 
of thefe Cafes 5 our prefent Intereft, or 
Quiet, is fecured by remaining in Ignorance : 
And we are deterred from fuch a thorough 
Examination, as might difcover to us thefe 
unwelcome Truth?, by the Danger of ex- 
pofing our felves, thereby, to the injurious 
Zeal of Others ,• or, by the confcious Fear of 
awakening uneafy ReHedions in our felves. 
But, whenever we are free from thefe Ap- 
prehensions, we can fecurely fuflfer our 
Thoughts to dwell on the fublimeft Con- 
templations of Religion, or of Morality, 
with no lefs Freedom and Delight, than 
we permit them to range through every 
inferiour Kind of Knowledge. Thus a Fear- 
flilnefs of Enquiry, and a Willingnefs to 
be deceived, are found always to meet in 
the fame Subjed. 

^ There is, therefore, juft Reafon to fut 
•pea, that this great Tendernefs of Doubt* 
ing (which never feizes us upon our En- 
quiries into the moft facred Truths, unlefs 
they happen to be prejudicial to our In- 
terefts, or painful to our Thoughts) is ii>. 
fenfibly fuggefted by that fecret Propenfity 
to Errour, with which this Tendernefs is in- 
l feparably accompanied, and to which it caa 

B b 2 c Qjjiy 
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only be fobfervient. Truth is like a Real 
Objed, which will bear being viewed on 
every Side and in every Light : Whilft Er- 
rour refembles an Imaginary Scene, formed 
by Paint and Perfpeftive ; which can only 
be viewed from a fingle Point, and va- 
niflies as the Lights and Shades are vari- 
ed. 

^ The Averfion to that Knowledge, which 
deters the latent Diforders of the Mind, 
or provokes the Rage of an Erring World, 
is experienced to be fo ftrong, that wc 
ought to be aware of it, and well armed 
againft it: And we may very juftly ap- 
prehend our felves to be influenced by 
This Averfion, when fuch a found Method 
of Enquiry, as we judge neceflaiy to carry 
us through the Maze of Sciences and the 
Intricacy of Bufinefs, is laid afide, as unfit 
to conduA us to the much plainer Truths 
of Religion. 

^ And fince there is in our Minds (uch 
a Propenfity to, and Connivance at, Errour, 
with a Reludlancy to Truth, and even a 
Dread of Information ; it is highly unrea- 
fonable and very in(idious to deterr Men 
f yet more from a fair Enquiry (which they 
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^ are fo little inclinable to make) by grave 
^ Mifreprefentations of the Danger of itj 
< thus fwrnifliing an Excufe for contented 
^ Ignorance and Prefumption j ftrengthening 
^ thereby the Treachery of our Prejudices 

* with a Falfe Colour of Sandity and ZeaL 

^ I need not, Sir, enlarge upon this Sketch 
^ to you, who are fo well verfed in an un- 

* prejudiced Manner of Reafoning* If you 
^ think it worthy your Pains to place what 
^ I have faid in thofe clear and familiar Lights, 
^ by which you daily cheat your Readers in* 
^ to a fond Opinion, fhat they knew before- 
^ hand whatever you have taught them ,• I 
^ doubt not, but they will be fuflSciently 
^ warned againft this Weaknefs of the Mind, 

* which renders it unable to bear the Luftre 

* of Truth : After which, you will not find 
^ it difficult to infpire them with a Refo- 
^ lution to conquer it. It may then be hoped, 
^ that (inftead of the miftaken Jealoufies, 
^ they conceive of Thofe who would incite 
^ them to a manly Freedom of Thought, un- 
^ der fuch juft Limitations, as you recom- 
« mend and pra<aice) they will turn their 
^ Contempt and Refentment againft the Ig- 
f noble Artifices and narrow Sentiments of the 

B b 3 *Per, 
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* Perfons, who difcountenance Free-Thinking 

* in Others, becaufe they are Strangers to it 
t Themfelves. • 

/ affiy Worthy SIR, 

Tour Very Humble Servanty 

EUPHUES* 
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Superftitioy fufa per Gentesy opprejjit Omnium 
fere animosi atque hominum hnbecillitatem occu- 
faviu CicER. L« 2 . de Divin. 



N my Difcourfe concerning * the 
Caujes of Super Jiitiony I promifed to 
confider the Effe6ls of It ^ Which 
muft be, at leaft, as numerous as 
the Caujes: Since thofe very CaufeSy which 
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at firft produced this Evil, being improved 
and heightened by it, do by that means (in 
a great Meafure) become the Effedx of the 
fame EviL In other Words; If Siiperftition 
be owing to the Caufes mentioned in my 
Former Ledure ,• to Stupidity, or Ignorance, 
or any III Temper of Mind, which may be 
Bafe and Abjed, Foolifli and Vain, or elfe 
Wicked and Mifchievousj It returns the Fa- 
vour, by not only Preferving, but even Pro- 
moting thefe Imperfedions. 

Concerning STUPIDITY,- As a 
certain Degree of Stupefaiftion and Thought- 
lefsnefs is requifite to introduce the Contra- 
didions and Abfurdities, which Superftition 
impofes on the Behef of Men, making them 
entirely acquiefce in their Blind Perfwafion ; 
So does Superftition in its Turn, when it 
has once Eftablilhed it felf, prodigioufly in- 
creafe that Stupefadion of Mind, by fpread- 
ing a Veil of Divinity between the Be- 
holder and the Abfurdity, he entertains ; 
which forbids him to re-examine the Mat- 
ter, or pry too boldly into That, which now 
(from a Piece of plain Nonfenfe) is become 
a Divine Myftery* Without this Sacred Hor- 
rour, quite darkening the Underftanding (not 
much enlightned before) perhaps, in fome 

B b 4 Lucid 



392^ 91[^f Free-Thinker. N^54 

Lucid Inteival, the Devotee might chance 
to view the Abfurdity in its trae Light; 
and difcover his Errour. But when this 
ftrong Prejudice has once taken Pofleffion, 
and in a manner enveloped the Soul, Every 
Thing is feared ; the leaft Surmize of Doubt 
grows Tremendous : The Man believes firm- 
ly. He knows not What ; and dares not En- 
quire, Why. By this Means, the Abfurd 
Belief is Secured ; and the Mind is wrapt 
iQ fuch an Impenetrable Cloud of Darknefs, 
that it cannot difcern the * leaft ' Glimpfe of 
Light. It muft, at leaft, be fome very Ex- 
traordinary Caufe or Revolution in the Mind, 
that can ever free it from the powerful 
Charm, and reftore it to a Right Apprehen- 
fion. 

As for IGNORANCE; it is the un- 
avoidable Confequence of Cupidity : And, 
though It ihould have no Hand diredly in 
producing Superftition; yet, without Igno- 
rance, Superftition could never be enter- 
tained in our Breafts. Ignorance flands by, 
and guards Superftition in its Birth ,• and af- 
terwards protefts it in its Growth : It keeps 
at a Diftance all intruding Notions of Good 
and Evil, Right and Wrong, Truth and Falf* 
hood J the i^recoqcileable Enemiqs of Falfa 
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Heligion. And Superftition amply repays 
the Obligation : For flie effectually prevents 
Knowledge, by deterring Men from all En- 
quiry and Examination ; the only Means of 
coming at Knowledge. When Superftition has 
fixed One Abfurdity upon a Man, under 
the Appearance of a Divine Truth, flie con- 
tinually calls upon him to go on, and not 
to Look back ; for flie dreads Refleftion above 
ail Things : ^ If the Wretch Doubts ever fo 
Little, ^e allarms Him with the Charge of 
Infidelity and Impiety. The Mind thus fub- 
dued, has no' Courage to purfue True Know- 
ledge, if any Glimmering of Light fliould 
happen at* Unawares to glance upon it. 
Thus the Ignorance, which accompanies this 
State of Mind, muft continue and thrive of 
Courfe ; till, by fome fuperiour Violence, 
Knowledge be forced upon the Underftan- 
ding, much againft the Will: For, by its 
own Choice, It is not in a Condition to 
acquire any Information. 

I come, how, to confider what I call an 
ILL TEMPER of Mind, as it is the 
Efifed of Superftition. Here indeed Super- 
ftition exerts her full Power ; and triumphs 
over Human Nature, by debafing and cor- 
fupting it, fo as to depri\':^ Men of all Senfe 

- or 
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of Vertue and Excellency, and to make them 
aft in Contradidion to every Notion^ that 
is Wife, and Generous, and Good. 

Whatever 111 Temper preceded Superftition, 
(which muft be fuppofed, before certain Su- 
perftitions can be admitted into the Mind) 
the bad Difpofitions, which Superftition natu* 
rally produces in the Soul, do vaftly exceed 
any, that can be conceived without It. If 
the Imagined Objeft of our Adoration be of 
fuch a Sort, as can juftly fall under no Ti- 
tle, but That of Foolifli and Vain j our Ado- 
ration muft neceflarily be of the fame Kind,- 
and we fliall be led, by our Defire to Pleafe, 
into every ridiculous Circumftance of Wor- 
Jhip, that Folly and Vanity can fuggeft to 
us. If the Fancied Objeft be of the Proud 
and Arbitrary, the Peevifli and Exceptious 
Kind; we fliall naturally be in continual 
Terrours before him ,• never knowing cer- 
tainly when, or with what, he is pleafed: 
Confequently, we fliall grow Timorous and 
Abjedi we fliall Fawn, and Cringe, and 
Flatter, and ufe the feme mean Artifices, 
which we fliould employ to footh a Great 
Man, whofe Frowns we dread. And, after 
all, we can arrive at no Comfort, nor any 
Aflurance of being Acceptable to fuch a 

Deity : 
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Deity : We ihall live in perpetual Anxieties, 
and be alarmed at every Thunder-Clap, and 
at every feeming Prodigy in Nature, as fome 
Token of his Wrath and Vengeance ,• having 
no ftated Rules to reafon by, with Relation 
to fuch a Power^ and being abandoned to 
mere Conjedlure, and a terrify'd Imaginati- 
on. 

This uncertain and defperate Condition 
will drive us to the moft fevere and dif- 
ficult Expedients to avert our imaginary 
impending Miferies, by endeavouring to gra- 
tify the Cruel Divinity in a manner fuitable 
to his Temper. We fliall either torment 
and injure our felves, to divert greater MiC- 
chiefs 5 which is the moft innocent Effecl of 
fuch Barbarous Superftition: Or (which is 
the worft Eflfcft of it) we fliall ftudy to 
appeafe his Fury by the Deftruftion and Mi- 
fery of Others: A Turn it more frequent- 
ly takes, and with much greater Violence, 
than when it is wholly vented on our felves. 

Hence came the Ufe of human Sacrifices, 
which prevailed in* Antiquity. Parents of- 
fered up their Children, Friends and Rela- 
tions their Friends and Relations, Citizens 
their Fellow-Citizens, to glut the Appetite 
Qt appeafe thp ^n^QV of tl^e Deity, whom 

they 
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they worfliipped, and dreaded ; hoping there- 
by to prcferve Themfelves from the Fuiy 
and Cruelty, with which, they imagined, he 
profecuted Mankind. Not very different is 
the more modern Sort of Human Sacrifice, 
which confifts in Torturing, Maifacring, and 
Extirpating all, who are efteemed Enemies 
to the Deity ; that is, to a Set of Opinion$9 
which the Majority think fit to Deify. Nay, 
there is fbmething worfe in this Kind, than 
in the Former. For, the Former is accom- 
panyed with Grief, and Fear, and Reludan* 
cy : The Latter is attended with Joy, and 
Triumph. Pity and Compaflion are thought 
Crimes : And the more the Innocent Wretch 
luffers, either by the Acutenefs or the Length 
of his Torments, the greater is the fuppo- 
fed Merit of his Tormentours, with the 
Deity. This horrid Inhumanity can pro- 
ceed from nothing, but the Belief of a Bar- 
barous and Inhuman Power ^ who eflablijfhes 
a Hell upon Earth, as the only Means for 
Men to obtain Heaven hereafter. This is 
the conftant and worft Effed of this Sort 
of Superftition. And I wiih it could be faid, 
that this EflFeft has not been found to a 
greater Degree it\ Chrijiian Superftition, riian 

in 



in Heathen^ or any other, that has ever yet 
appeared in the World, 

Thefe are the certain and ncceffary Con- 
fequences of fuch Superftitions as have pre- 
vailed ; and they have been experienced more 
or lefs, according as the Superftition has (la 
different Places, and at different Times) been 
oF the worft, or of a lefs malignant Kind* 

THERE are other Effe^s of Superfti- 
tion j which, though they are not foch ne- 
ceffary Confequences of it, yet Superftition 
has a natural Tendency to produce them in 
the Minds of her Votaries. I ihall only men- 
tion Three or Four of thefe Confequences, 
which are moft Notorious, and Remarka* 
ble. 

As Superftition ftupifies the Mind, and 
keeps it in the Dark in Religious Matters; 
fo it often has the fame Effe^, as to every 
other Knowledge. Where Superftition pre- 
vails to any great Degree, we generally fee 
Arts and Sciences, and every thing that de-^ 
pends upon Judgment and Underftanding^, 
languilh and die away. The Reafon is plain : 
The Habit of fubmitting the Underftanding 
to Nonfenfe and Contradidion in one Sort 
of Subje^s, muft in Time bring it to the 
fame bafe Compliance in Others; and by 

Degrees 



\ 
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Degrees fiipplant the very Faculty of Rea- 
foning. And, though this be not always the 
Confequence of all Kinds of Superftitioni 
yet it feldom fails in the grofler Sorts. 

Another ££fe^ of Superftition is, that it 
undermines, not only True Religion, but all 
Morality. If it ftupifies the Mind, and ex- 
cludes Knowledge ; of courfe it muft weaken 
the Notions of Vertue, which depend upon 
a juft Difcemment of the Reafon and Na- 
ture of Things. But this is not all it does 
towards the Deftrudlion of Vertue. It re- 
commends Vice, as the Better Choice, and 
more Glorious Part; by reprefenting the 
Deity as Patronizing it. Few Men have fo 
loft all Apprehenfion of Truth and Rcfti- 
tude, as not to efteem and admire Vertue j 
though they do inot praftice it. And there- 
fore, to extirpate it entirely, fomething that 
carries with it the Idea of Great, and Ex- 
cellent, and Divine, muft be fet up againft 
the real Excellency, and Divinenefs of Ver- 
tue. This is the Employment of the Dei- 
ties, which Superftition invents; to prefide 
over Vice, and to be Examples of it them- 
felves. And to be a Favourite and Imita- 
tour of the Higher Powers, who will not be 
vicious? If Gods are Arbitrary, Cruel, Re- 
venge- 
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vengeful, Quarrelfome, t^c. will Men be 
afraid, or alhamed, to be fo ? It is true. 
Men may poffibly retain a Senfe of Vertue 
in the common Affairs of Life, and be 
blinded only in the grofs Abufe of Religi- 
on : But (I believe) Experience tells us, that 
it feldom {o happens. 

Another General Effed of Superftition in 
Any Degree, is Groffer and Darker Super- 
ftition : It naturally propagates and encreafes 
it felf, where it has once got Pofleffion. 
And (ince, when you once have yielded to 
one Abfurdity, there is no Reafbn why you 
fliould flop there, and go no farther; Su- 
perftition generally takes Advantage of that 
Argument (if I may fo call it) and asks, 
why not believe This, as well as That, 
when they are both equally Unaccountable ? 
Moreover, the fame Terrour, which makes 
you afraid to doubt of what you are already 
made to believe, will likewife make you afraid 
to withhold your Belief from any new Propo- 
lition, which offers it felf with the fame Reli- 
gious Afped : So that, if Superftition once gets 
Footing, no Bounds can be fet to it : There is 
no faying to It, Hitherto Jhalt thou come^ and no 

farther. 

Laftly, 
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Laftly, If Superftition fhould not thus in- 
creafe ; but, by Ibme ftrange Accident, or 
Force, be ihaken oflF all at once : Religion fre- 
quently fuffers in the ££R)rt, and is thrown o£F 
with it* When any one looks back on the 
Miferable Slavery he has endured under Su- 
perflition, he is apt to deteft every thing 
that he thinks was the Occafion of it, or 
any ways acceflary to it. And, as the Be- 
lief of Religion in general is neceflary for 
Superftition to build upon ; fo he grows to 
abhorr Religion for ^ the fake of what has 
really no c Relation to - it : And Vertue be- 
ing often joyned with, and eftecmed a Part 
of. Religion, he. very - often hates, and ridi- 
cules That jikewjfe. So that, by this Means, 
Superftition is fufiiciently revenged on thofe, 
who rebell againft her. Buf, this can only 
happen to the more Unthinking; who can- 
not, or will not, be at the Pains to dif- 
tinguilh Falfliood from Truth, if Falfliood 
does but put on the Mask and Garb of 
Truth. Such Men can never be well fecu- 
red againft a Relapfe ; fince nothing, but found 
Reafoning and a juft way of Thinking, can 
i be a fufficient Fence againft Superftition. 
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Ordinif hdc virtus irit^ (jy vcnus^ aut ega jaJkri 

Ut jam nunc dicat; jam nunc debentia did 

Pieraque dijferaty (jr frdfem in teinpus tmittat^ 

Hor; 




HERE ait? nbw Six Months expJ- 
red, fmce I firft attempted to 7hink 
Freefyy for the Good of my Coun- 
trey. In the Compafs of This 
Half-year, I have finifhed my Freliminary Lec-^ 
turer : And Thefe Ledures, ferioufly attended 
to, may ( I hope ) difpofe my Readers to lay 
afide the more grofs Prejudices in Life, one 
after another, for the Sake of Vertue and 
Truth i in Which Alone the Mind of a Rea-j 
foning Man can acquiefce* 

In thefe Preteifions^ I have laboured after 
Impartiality, Plainnefs, and Ferlpicuityi that 
Perfons, who have not been trained up to the 
barbarous Terms, and abftrufe Notions, of the 

C c Schools, 
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Schools, and even my Female Pupils, may 
become found Philofophers, with a moderate 
Application of Thought. I have been fcru- 
pulous not to forfeit the Charader of a Free- 
Tbinket'; not regarding what is Fafliionable, 
or Unfafliionable ,• what might pleafe, or dif- 
pleafe, the Age in General ; nor, what is ap- 
proved, or rejeded, by any Party in Particu- 
lar. 

Therefore, that the Fublick may receive 
the full Benefit of my Labours, (as likewife 
in Juftification of my Self) it will be proper, 
I ihould Point out to my Difciples, the Con- 
nexion of this DiftinSi Set of Difcourfes ; 
which I may call an IntroduSiion to, or rather 
the Foundation of, all the other more Serious 
UdureSy I have already printed, or may here- 
after publifli. The Papers, I mean, are but 
Ten in Number ; the Study of one Leiiure- 
Morningi and are to be perufed in the fol- 
lowing Order: The Firfti after which 
fliould come the Forty-Fifth ; then the Tentb^ 
Fourteenth^ Sixteenth^ Twenty-Sixth^ Thirty^ 
Sixth, Forty^Eigbth, Fiftieth^ and Fifty-Third. 

This fliort Courfe gone through, the Rea- 
der will be fufficiently prepared, not only 
to receive Plain Truths, byt to judge like- 
wife of my Intentions j after which, he may 

perufc 
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perufe my other Diflertations, as he pleafes i 
And I believe, he will not find it Difficult, ei- 
ther to apprehend, or to give his Aflent to the 
Truths, I have advanced in Religion, in Mo^ 
rality, or in Politicks. The great Satisfa^ion,' 
I propofe to my Self (and the greateft, that 
can arife to an Honeft Man) by this Method, 
is to open the Minds of my Fellow-Subje^ 
by Degrees ; fo as to make Them capable, 
^ven amidft the Avocations of a Bufy Life, 
to comprehend clearly thofe Principlesi by 
which alone a Man of Integrity can aft in 
Society, at all Times, confiftently with Him- 
felf. 

TO Recapitulate thefe Initiatory Fapm : 
Free-Thin^ng (or a fober, ingenuous, and 
manly Ufe of our Reafon upon all OccaiSons) 
is recommended, as the main Support of 
Sound Religion and Vertiie, and the beft Secu- 
rity of the Liberty and Property of a People j 
and therefore, that we are not voluntarily to 
clofe up our Underftandings, neither to fuffer 
Others to Hoodwink them for us : That we 
ought to give our felves up entirely to the 
Love of Truth J and, that an Honeft Man 
ihould no more countenance Falihood know- 
ingly, than he would recommend a notorious 
Vice: That Mankind may, with due Care, 

Cc a be 
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be led into the Knowledge of Plain Truths 
more readily, than tfaey have been taught to 
ftcqinefoe in Perf4exed Ecrours ; and that the 
more Ignorant and Inferiour Herd of Men, 
who, for want of Leifure and Capacity, muft 
rely upon their Teachers, flionld never be 
abufed with Implicit Falfiioods, inftead of 
Truths : That all Controverfial Writings 
fliould be managed with Impartiality, Can* 
dour, and Good Manners: That it is necei^ 
iary, if we de/ire to come A the Knowledge 
of Truth, and to preferve our Sincerity, we 
ftould accuftome our Selves to Doubt of our 
Notions, in order to examine them to the beft 
of our Abilities, before we pronounce Them 
to be True. 

This is the Summ of what I thought re- 
quifite to Inculcate, by Way of Preface^ to a 
i>ivided NMionj who, through Paflion and 
Prejudice, have, in a great Meafiire, fapped 
the very Foundations of Common Senfe^ by un- 
dermining It with Fulgar Erroun on every Side, 
jttft as they happen to promote the unjuftifia- 
ble Interefts of This or Tliat Party, from time 
to timet 

A Difinterefted Love of Truth, is the nioft 
Eflfedhial ( if not the only ) Expedient, that 
can be thought pf, to reconcile a free Pecfk 

^^iiongft 
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amongft Themfdves, and to heal their Feuds 
ted Animofities. Truth is the only Center of 
Union : Falfehood and Errour, the never^ 
failing Source of F^Aion and Divifion. There 
can be but One Truth in every Notion t 
Whereas, the Faliehoods arifing from any Pro* 
pofition may be Numberlefs. Neither is it 
difficult (if Men would he perlViraded ft> rea* 
fim coolly,) to diftinguife Truth from iErrour^ 
in the Great Points, whkh mofe imwedaately 
regard die Welfare of Mankind* 

A Perfon of a Plain Capacity, who is Un* 
prejudiced, Ihall diTcem Truth much fooner^ 
than one of more acute Faculties, who is fiir- 
rounded wirii Prejudices ; juft as a Man, who 
has no ftrong Sight, and ftauds in a clear Air, 
will fee afi Objeft more diftinftly, and $t 
a greater Diftance, than One of a fliarp, 
piercing Eye can, who is encompalfled by a 
thick Mift. Moreover; He, that has lived 
perpetually in a Mift, will naturally imagine, 
that there is no purer Light, than what he en- 
joys : Neither can he ever be brought to a 
Senfe of the Fog, he walks in, unlefs he can 
be pcrfwaded to doubt, to enquii^, and to 
liften to Thofe who dwell in the &in4hine, 
and talk (idly as he may think) of Objeds,^ 
that efcape i|is clouded Eye-Sight. 

I SHALL 
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I SHALL clofe This Volume with a few 
Familiar Confiderations (not yet mentioned) in 
Favour of the Dodrines^ I have delivered. 

Firft then ; Had not fome refined Spirits, in 
all Ages, reafoned agreeably to Thefe Princi- 
ples, there never could have been any Pro- 
grefs or Improvement in Arts and Sciences ; 
neither can any New Difcoveries be made in 
Them hereafter, without the Free Ufe of Hu- 
man Reafon ; nor can we, without It, preferve 
even the Stock of Knowledge, we are pofTef- 
fed of, at prefent. 

Secondly ; Men can never, upon any other 
Principles, acquire the Notions of Vertue and 
Vice, Right and Wrong ; never difcover, and 
confequently never remedy, any Inconveni- 
encies in Society ; never be in a Capacity to 
make New Laws, or abrogate Old Ones : All 
Occafion of Debating would ceafe ; and the 
AfTembling of a Parliament could be of no 
Manner of Service to the Nation. 

Thirdly j It is to the Free Ufe of our Rea- 
fon in Great-Britam^ that we owe all our Li- 
berties, and the Securing of Them, by the 
Revolution under King William: It was the 
daring to Reafon freely, that brought the Na- 
tion, at laft, to a Convidion of the Abfurdity 
there is in Suffering a Topijh Prince to Rule 

over 
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over Proteftant Subjeftsi and finally ended in 
an A& of Parliament to fettle the Crown, for 
the foture, upon the next Proteftant Heir, in 
the Royal Family. 

Laftlyj When this Ifland was, from One 
End to the Other, quite covered with the 
Darknefe of Popery, and it was thought, not 
only Impious, but even Capital, to queftion 
any of the Eftablil^ed^ Abfurdities of the 
Church erf Ro?ne ; What Expedient, lefs than 
the Braveft Efforts of Free-Thinkings could 
have reftored Us to Light and Liberty ? Our 
Firft Reformers muft have been Men of great 
Courage, and ftrpng Reafon ; or it could never 
have entered into their Hearts to attempt (b 
Difficult, I might fay, Defperate, a Change ! 
And, if we do not refolve to encourage the 
fame Free Spirit in our Selves, and our Chil- 
dren ; I need not acquaint my Countreymen, 
that we have a Hoft of Enemies amongft us, 
under various Difguifes, who will be able (God 
knows ho w foon ! ) to Reform us back again 
into our Ancient Slavery and Superftition. 

The End of the Firft Vclume. 
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